
APPLICANT:  Dairyland Power
Cooperative 

Public Notice 
ISSUED: May 03, 2021 
EXPIRES: May 18, 2021 

REFER TO: MVP-2018-01717-KDZ SECTION:404 - Clean Water Act 

1. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO discharge dredged and fill material into wetlands adjacent
to the Mississippi River to improve approximately 4,500 linear feet of the Italian Hollow Drainage
Ditch.

2. SPECIFIC INFORMATION

 AGENT   Dairyland Power Cooperative 
   3200 East Ave. South 
   La Crosse, Wisconsin 54602 

PROJECT LOCATION:  The project site is located in Section 32, Township 13 North., Range 07 
West., Vernon County, Wisconsin.  Latitude 43.555129, Longitude -91.229862. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:    Dairyland Power Cooperative (Dairyland) is applying for a 
Department of the Army permit for the Italian Hollow Drainage Project (Project) located adjacent 
to the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) bridge on State Highway 35, 
immediately south of the entrance road to Dairyland’s Genoa Station #3 in the Town of Genoa.  
The purpose of the Project is to improve drainage conditions within an approximately 4,500 
linear foot portion of the Italian Hollow Drainage Ditch (Ditch) that f lows west under the State 
Highway 35 bridge and the BNSF bridge and runs south through a previously disturbed wetland 
into the Mississippi River.  Over time, the Ditch has accumulated with sediment, impeding flow 
through the bridges and causing localized flooding. Heavy rainfall over the past several years 
has also led to significant erosion and subsequent sedimentation of an existing catchment basin 
and the Ditch. BNSF and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) are concerned 
that future heavy rainfall events may lead to additional erosion issues, which could compromise 
the integrity of their bridges.  

Dairyland proposes to modify and enlarge an approximately 4,500 linear foot portion of the Ditch 
to varying dimensions along the project length, with the majority designed as a 4-foot bottom 
width, 40 to 45-foot top width, and 6-foot depth with a slope of 0.00096-foot per foot.  This 
design was selected because it most efficiently ties into the existing channel under the railway 
bridge and the State Highway 35 box culvert. The Project also includes the installation of a new 
sedimentation basin, dredging, and placement of rock riprap on WisDOT property east of State 
Highway 35. The sedimentation basin would allow for future maintenance on the existing State 
Highway 35 box culvert.  Accumulated sediment would also be dredged between the Highway 
35 box culvert and the downstream side of the railroad crossing of Italian Hollow Creek.   

QUANTITY, TYPE, AND AREA OF FILL:  The Project would include placing fill material (rock 
riprap) near the State Highway 35 bridge, BNSF railway bridge, and proposed sedimentation 
basin.   
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VEGETATION IN AFFECTED AREA:  The Project site is comprised of f loodplain forest, fresh 
(wet) meadow wetland, and the existing Ditch.  Modification activities for the Project include 
cutting trees within the proposed project corridor and excavation of a new channel to a design 
grade that improves drainage. Tree cutting activities were conducted during February 2021. 
Trees were cut and removed during the winter to minimize disturbance to wetlands; no stumps 
were removed. 

 
SOURCE OF FILL MATERIAL:  Fill material would be obtained from on-site excavation during 
project construction and from existing local commercial sources.    

 
SURROUNDING LAND USE:  The majority of the existing Ditch flows through wetland and is 
surrounded by existing roadways, BNSF railway, undeveloped lands, and Dairyland Genoa 
Station #3 infrastructure.    

 
DESCRIPTION OF DREDGING OR EXCAVATION:  The Project would result in a permanent 
loss of 1.63 acres of f loodplain forest wetland and a conversion of 0.69 acre of fresh wet 
meadow wetland.  To allow for construction, trees within floodplain forested wetlands were cut 
during winter 2021 using non-mechanized methods to avoid ground disturbance and additional 
permanent wetland plant community conversion.  Stumps would be grubbed where necessary 
to allow for construction of the new Ditch channel.  All other stumps would remain in-place, 
allowing the roots to continue stabilizing the soil. 

 
THE FOLLOWING POTENTIALLY TOXIC MATERIALS COULD BE USED AT THE PROJECT 
SITE: No toxic materials were identif ied by the applicant, however, hydraulic fluids and fuels 
from heavy equipment would be used during construction. 

 
THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONS TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY HAVE BEEN 
DESCRIBED BY THE APPLICANT:  The applicant would utilize a temporary and permanent 
erosion control devices to contain exposed soils and minimize sediments leaving the project 
site.  After excavation activities, the lower two feet of the Ditch would be covered with a long-
term erosion mat and vegetated with native plugs, seeds, and/or native sod. Portions will also 
be covered with riprap since there will be active flow during construction. All other disturbed 
areas will be covered with erosion mats (Urban Class 1, Type B). All erosion mats are designed 
to minimize wildlife entanglement. 

 
MITIGATION:  The applicant proposes to compensate the loss of wetland functions from this 
project by purchasing credits from an approved wetland mitigation bank in the Mississippi River 
Basin or the Wisconsin Wetland Conservation Trust In-Lieu Fee Program.    
 
3. FEDERALLY-LISTED THREATENED OR ENDANGERED WILDLIFE OR PLANTS OR 
THEIR CRITICAL HABITAT. 
 
None were identif ied by the applicant or are known to exist in the permit area.  However, Vernon 
County is within the known or historic range of the following Federally-listed species: 
 

Northern long-eared bat 
Myotis septentrionalis 

Threatened Hibernates in caves and mines - 
swarming in surrounding wooded areas 
in autumn. During summer, roosts and 
forages in upland forests. 

https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html


Regulatory Branch (File No. MVP-2018-01717-KDZ) 
 

 
Page 3 of 4 

 

Higgins eye pearly mussel 
Lampsilis higginsii 

Endangered  Mississippi River  

Northern monkshood 
Aconitum noveboracense 

Threatened  North facing slopes  

 
This application is being coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Any comments it 
may have concerning Federally-listed threatened or endangered wildlife or plants or their critical 
habitat will be considered in our final assessment of the described work. 
 
4. JURISDICTION 
 
This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps 
jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act. 
 
5. STATE SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION 
 
A permit will not be granted until the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has issued or 
waived Section 401 WQC certif ication and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
neighboring jurisdiction process is completed. Corps Section 404 Clean Water Act decisions 
may not be finalized until after the USEPA completes this process. 
 
6. HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
 
This public notice is being sent to the National Park Service and the State Archaeologist for their 
comments. The Corps will review information on known cultural resources and/or historic 
properties within and adjacent to the project area.  The Corps will also consider the potential 
effects of the project on any properties that have yet to be identif ied.  The results of this review 
and the Corps’ determination of effect will be coordinated with the State Historic Preservation 
Officer independent of this public notice.  Any adverse effects on historic properties will be 
resolved prior to the Corps authorization, or approval, of the work in connection with this project.   
 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING REQUESTS 
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a 
public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state, in 
detail, the reasons for holding a public hearing.  A request may be denied if substantive reasons 
for holding a hearing are not provided or if there is otherwise no valid interest to be served. 
 
8. PUBLIC INTEREST REVIEW 
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, 
including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will 
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The 
benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced 
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal 
will be considered, including the cumulative effects.  Among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, 

https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/clams/higginseye/index.html
https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/plants/index.html#wildmonks
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f lood hazards, f loodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, 
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber 
production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  Environmental and other 
documents will be available for review in the St. Paul District Office. 
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local 
agencies and officials; Indian tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and 
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by 
the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for 
this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered 
species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public 
interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental 
Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to 
determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 
 
 
REPLIES/COMMENTS 
 
Interested parties are invited to submit to this office written facts, arguments, or objections by 
the expiration date indicated above.  These statements should bear upon the suitability of the 
location and the adequacy of the project and should, if appropriate, suggest any changes 
believed to be desirable.  Comments received may be forwarded to the applicant.   
 
 
Replies may be sent to Kyle Zibung at kyle.d.zibung@usace.army.mil. 
 
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT, contact Kyle Zibung at the Stevens Point 
office at (651) 290-5877 or kyle.d.zibung@usace.army.mil.   
 
To receive Public Notice notif ications, go to: https://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Contact/RSS/ and 
subscribe to the RSS Feed for which you would like to receive Public Notices. 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures: 
 
Project Drawings:  MVP-2018-01717-KDZ Page 1 of 31 through Page 31 of 31. 
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50' 100'

EXIST. 18" STM

EXISTING PROPERTY LINE

EXISTING PROPERTY LINE

EDGE OF ACCESS ROAD PAVEMENT

EDGE OF ACCESS ROAD PAVEMENT

PROTECT MONITORING WELL B8.
IT IS EAST OF GUARD RAIL.

MONITORING WELL B7
REMOVED BY OTHERS

STATE HIGHWAY 35

STATE HIGHWAY 35

BNSF RAILWAY LOCATION
ESTIMATED FROM AERIAL IMAGE

BNSF RAILWAY LOCATION
ESTIMATED FROM AERIAL IMAGE

MATCH LINE RIGHT

MATCH LINE LEFT

BNSF RAILWAY LOCATION
ESTIMATED FROM AERIAL IMAGE

EXISTING PROPERTY LINE

SEE WETLAND  EXHIBIT - EXISTING 1

WisDOT WORK AND MITIGATION

LEGEND

OPEN WATER OBSERVED IN NOV. 2018 (0.993 ACRES) WEST OF STH 35.

OPEN WATER OBSERVED IN NOV. 2020 AFTER A DRY SUMMER (0.345 ACRES).

WATERWAY USING AN ORDINARY HIGH WATER ELEVATION OF 628 AT THE THIEF SLOUGH.
(1.918 ACRES)

EXISTING WETLAND BOUNDARY DELINEATED IN OCT. 2018 FOR WisDOT (0.115 ACRES) EAST
OF STH 35. OPEN WATER OBSERVED DEC. 2018 0.049 ACRES AND SHADED LIGHT BLUE.

EXISTING FORESTED FLOODPLAIN (4.366 ACRES)

EXISTING FRESH (WET) MEADOW (1.129 ACRES)

FORESTED AREA CUT, NOT GRUBBED.

OPEN WATER NOV. 2018, 0.031 ACRES
25+30 to 26+40

OPEN WATER NOV. 2018, 0.319 ACRES
28+35 to 33+00

OPEN WATER NOV. 2018, 0.135 ACRES
40+92 to 43+00
OPEN WATER NOV. 2018, 0.046 ACRES
43+20 to 43+90

OCT. 2018 ASSURED DELINEATION (0.115 AC.)

FORESTED AREA CUT, NOT GRUBBED.
FORESTED AREA CUT, NOT GRUBBED
EDGE OF ROAD TO 80'.

2018 WATERWAY (0.049 ACRES)

OPEN WATER NOV. 2018, 0.010 ACRES
36+40 to 37+35

OPEN WATER NOV. 2018,
0.010 ACRES, 39+40

OPEN WATER NOV. 2018,
0.181 ACRES, 40+92 to 43+90
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N

SEE WETLAND TEMPORARY DISTURBANCE EXHIBIT 2

FORESTED FLOODPLAIN 0.033 ACRES
FORESTED FLOODPLAIN 0.0014 ACRES

FORESTED FLOODPLAIN 0.016 ACRESFORESTED FLOODPLAIN 0.028 ACRES

LEGEND

OPEN WATER OBSERVED IN 2018 WEST OF STH 35
OPEN WATER IN 2020 WEST OF STH 35

EXISTING WATERWAY USING AN ORDINARY HIGH WATER ELEVATION OF 628 AT THE THIEF
SLOUGH.

EXISTING WETLAND BOUNDARY DELINEATED IN 2018 FOR WisDOT. EAST OF STH 35.

EXISTING FORESTED FLOODPLAIN

EXISTING FRESH (WET) MEADOW

PROPOSED WATERWAY WITH AN ORDINARY HIGH WATER ELEVATION OF 628.

FORESTED AREA CUT, NOT GRUBBED.

GRADING LIMITS APPROXIMATED WITHOUT TREE GRUBBING

FLOODPLAIN FOREST DISTURBED  1.633 ACRES

FRESH WET MEADOW DISTURBED 0.686 ACRES

TOTAL WETLAND DISTURBANCE 2.319 ACRES.

FORESTED FLOODPLAIN 0.0014 ACRES
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