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Anoka County Background 

 Anoka County has 400 plus miles of highway 

 Anoka County completes many design projects in house. 

 Most projects have wetland impacts. 

 Most projects are 2 lane to 4 lane expansion projects. 

 In Anoka County there are 2 watershed districts and 4 wmo’s  

 Keeping current on watershed rules and regulations is an important 
part of the wetland permitting process to deliver a successful project. 

 

 

 



Anoka County Wetlands Map 



Overview of Roadway Project Process 

 Step 1: Scope projects for funding 

 Step 2: Concept Design 

 Step 3: Preliminary Design 

 Step 4: Right of Way Acquisition 

 Step 5: Final Design 

 Step 6: Construction 





Right of Way Schedule 

 Finalize Construction Limits, Set Right of Way 
 Plat Right of Way (1 month) 
 Appraise Parcels (2 months) 
 Review Appraisals (1 month) 
 Send Offer Letters (30 Day Good Faith Negotiations) 
 File Condemnation (90 Days) 
 Possession Date (2 weeks) 
 Right of Way Certificate #1 

 
 Total Time Required (minimum) = 8 ½ months (use 10-12 months 

for planning) 
 If the Right of Way Acquisition process is started without the proper 

approvals for wetland impacts, the schedule and potentially the 
funding are at risk! 



Typical Anoka County Project 



Project Example – Preliminary Pond Location 



Project Example – Final Pond Location 

 



Permit Form Submittal 

 

 Submit to COE, DNR, LGU (Typically Watershed 
District) and BWSR (if using BWSR Road Bank) 

 Submittal includes application, project narrative and 
construction plan sheets 

 Typically use Combined Form 



Response Letter to Applicant 



Mitigation of Wetland Impacts 

 BWSR Road Bank 

 Anoka County Bank 

 Private Bank 

 Onsite Mitigation 



Review of Key Steps to Receive Permit Approval 

 Hire consultant to delineate wetlands and prepare permit 

 Finalize delineation with TEP/COE Panel 

 Prepare preliminary design and investigate wetland 
impacts 

 Pre-Application Meeting with TEP/COE 

 Update roadway design to address TEP/COE comments 

 Prepare and submit Combined permit form 

 Receive letters of decision 

 Finalize mitigation of wetland impacts 

 Begin Construction! 

 



Lessons Learned 

 Start Wetland Permitting process early 

 Coordinate early and often with TEP/COE 
 Including pre-application meeting 

 Should do one year look ahead with TEP/COE on all 
projects 

 Sod farms are considered wetlands 

 Hire experts when needed (especially for federally 
funded projects with sunset dates) 
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