NorthMet Mine Project
File 1999-5528-JKA

Final Record of Decision - Appendix D

Memorandum of Agreement Among

United States Forest Service, Superior National Forest;
United States Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District;
The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation;
Poly Met Mining, Inc.;
and the
Minnesota Historic Preservation Office
Regarding the Northmet Mining Project



NorthMet Project MOA-Final

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
AMONG
UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE, SUPERIOR NATIONAL FOREST
UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, ST. PAUL DISTRICT
THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION
POLY MET MINING, INC
AND THE
MINNESOTA HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
REGARDING THE NORTHMET MINING PROJECT, ST. LOUIS COUNTY MINNESOTA

WHEREAS, Poly Met Mining, Inc. (PolyMet) is proposing to develop a copper-nickel-platinum group
elements mine and associated processing facilities (the NorthMet Project or Project). The Project is
located in multiple sections of (T 59 N, R 13 W), (T 59N, R 14 W) and (T 60 N, R 13 W) in St. Louis

County, Minnesota; and

WHEREAS, the United States Forest Service, Superior National Forest (SNF) is evaluating approval of
an exchange of approximately 6,650.2 acres of public lands in St. Louis County Minnesota (Attachment
1) under the jurisdiction of SNF for up to 6,690.4 acres of non-federal lands in St. Louis, Lake, and Cook
Counties, Minnesota, held by PolyMet under the provisions of the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. § 1716); and

WHEREAS, PolyMet will incorporate the 6,650.2 acres of lands transferred from SNF as part of the
proposed mine and associated processing facilities, and SNF will manage the up to 6,690.4 acres of lands
from PolyMet as part of the National Forest and consider the effects of future undertakings in this area on
historic properties in accordance with the Programmatic Agreement Among The United States
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service Superior National Forest; The Minnesota State Historic
Preservation Officer; The Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, The Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa And The Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa executed [September, 2015]; and

WHEREAS, the United States Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District (USACE) is evaluating a
permit application requesting authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344)
to discharge dredged, or fill, material into approximately 914 acres of waters of the United States; and

WHEREAS, given the extent of these two federal actions in connection with the Project, the SNF and the
USACE have determined that the Project is an Undertaking subject to review pursuant to Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act (Title 54, U.S.C. §306108) (NHPA) with the USACE and SNF
acting as joint lead federal agencies; and

WHEREAS, the Undertaking consists of the Project’s mine site, plant site, and a transportation and utility
corridor; and

WHEREAS, the SNF and the USACE, in consultation with the Minnesota Historic Preservation Office
(MnHPO), have defined the Undertaking’s area of potential effects (APE) as shown in Attachment 2,
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NewRange Copper Nickel LLC

Head Office and NorthMet Project Office Sunrise Project Office
NEWRANGE 6500 Kensington Road 23 Commerce Road
COPPER NICKEL Hoyt Lakes, MN USA 55750 Babbitt, MN USA 55706
+1218 471 2150 Tel +1218 827 0923 Tel

www.newrangecoppernickel.com

December 19,2025

Document transmitted electronically only

Reference: NorthMet Project MOA Stipulation VIIl — Implementation Reporting
(USFS File No. 2360; USACE No: 1999-5528-JKA; SHPO File No. 2011-0526 MOA)

The Memorandum of Agreement Among United States Forest Service; Superior National Forest; United States Army
Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District; the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation; Poly Met Mining, Inc.; and the
Minnesota Historic Preservation Office Regarding the NorthMet Mining Project, St. Louis County, Minnesota
(hereinafter NorthMet Project MOA) Stipulation VIII states that PolyMet shall annually provide a “summary report
detailing activities carried out and/or completed under the terms of this MOA during the preceding year.”

Following a conversion and name change under Minnesota Statutes §§ 302A.682-692, Poly Met Mining, Inc. is now
NewRange Copper Nickel LLC. (“NewRange”). NewRange is “for all purposes the same entity that existed before
the conversion.” Minn. Stat § 302A.691, subd.1. NewRange will therefore assume responsibility for satisfying all
relevant terms and conditions of the MOA ascribed to PolyMet.

Pursuant to Stipulation VIII, attached is a table (Table 1) detailing the status of implementation of the stipulations
of the NorthMet Project MOA. To date, NewRange has completed several of the MOA Stipulations. Many of the
remaining stipulations are in progress.

If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at
kevin.pylka@newrangecoppernickel or 218-750-2054

Sincerely,

Permitting and Environment Manager
NewRange Copper Nickel LLC


mailto:kevin.pylka@newrangecoppernickel

Table 1. Implementation of NorthMet Project MOA Stipulations

MOA STIPULATION STATUS
I. Erie Mining Landscape Historic District
I.A. Phase Il Intensive Survey COMPLETE

and Report for Historic District

e Draft report and inventory forms provided by Co-leads to SHPO on
December 19, 2019; SHPO provided comment on January 24, 2020
(Stipulation I.A.5)

e Final report and inventory forms provided by Co-leads to SHPO on
January 8, 2021 (Stipulation .A.8)

I.B. Historic Property
Documentation Plan

COMPLETE
e Draft documentation plan provided by Co-leads to SHPO on January 8,
2021 (Stipulation 1.B.2.b); SHPO concurred with Plan April 19, 2021
e Final documentation submitted to Co-Leads/SHPO on January 3,
2022.

I.C. Phase | Reconnaissance of
the Historic District Outside the
APE

Initiated April 2023

e  Draft Research Design submitted on July 26, 2023. A review response
was not received from the USFS, USACE or SHPO.

e  Field reconnaissance began in 3" Qtr. 2023 and continued into 2024
with draft report preparation.

e Phase | Reconnaissance Survey submitted on September 22, 2025

e SHPO request for 30-day review extension granted on October 21,
2025

e  SHPO comments on Phase | Reconnaissance Survey report received
on November 21, 2025

e Based on SHPO comments, a revised survey report and a updated
research design are being amended and will be provided to the Co-
leads for submittal .

I.D. Interim Treatment of
Historic Properties

COMPLETE
e Remediation activities (Stipulation I.D.1)
o Activities initiated in 2018. Documented in previous annual
reports
e Interim Treatment (Stipulation 1.D.2)
o Final Phase Il inventory forms provided by Co-leads to SHPO on
September 10, 2019 (Stipulation 1.D.2.b)
o Final Level | MHPRs provided by Co-leads to SHPO on June 9,
2020 (Stipulation 1.D.2.c)

Il. Spring Mine Lake Sugarbush

IILA. Phase Il Intensive Survey &
Inventory Form

COMPLETE
e  Final research design provided by Co-leads to SHPO and Consulting
Bands on August 28, 2019 (Stipulation I.A.1)
e Field survey completed October 9-18, 2019




Table 1. Implementation of NorthMet Project MOA Stipulations

MOA STIPULATION

STATUS

e Bois Forte Band of Chippewa provided a Tribal monitor during
fieldwork (Stipulation 11.A.2)

e Draft report prepared by PolyMet and provided by the Co-leads to
SHPO and the Consulting Bands on January 8, 2021 (Stipulation 11.A.6)

e Report completed & accepted by SHPO 9/8/2021

e  Submitted a second site form to SNF for 215L1263/SL-HLC-017 on
December 21, 2021

e  SNF submitted second site form to Dave Mather, SHPO for
21SL1263/SL-HLC-017 via email December 2021.

e SHPO acknowledged receipt of the inventory form and site form for
SL-HLC-017/21SL126 on 3/28/2022 via email.

I1.B. Protection Measures

COMPLETE
e Co-leads provided documentation of completion to SHPO and the
Consulting Bands on July 3, 2019 (Stipulation 11.B.3)

I1.C. Band Member Access

In Progress
e  Ongoing NewRange coordination with Consulting Bands continued in
2024, including a tour of the Sugarbush with Bois Forte and Grand
Portage leadership.

e  Access coordination will continue in 2026.

I1.D. Sugar Maple Management
Plan

In Progress
e Limited early coordination work was begun in 2024.

e Coordination toward a plan will continue in 2026.

II.E. NRHP Nomination

Not Yet Initiated
e Anticipated start date to be determined

lll. Beaver Bay to Lake Vermillion Trail (BBLV): Partridge River Segment

III.LA. Phase Ill Recordation
Survey & Inventory Form

COMPLETE

e  Final research design provided by Co-leads to SHPO and Consulting
Bands on February 16, 2018 (Stipulation 111.A.2)

e Field survey completed May 17-18, 2018

e Bois Forte Band of Chippewa provided a Tribal monitor during
fieldwork (Stipulation IIl.A.1.b)

e  Final Phase Il report provided by Co-leads to SHPO and Consulting
Bands on February 5, 2019 (l1I.A.5)

I11.B. Historic Context for BBLV

Not Yet Initiated
e Anticipated start date to be determined

III.C. Trail Survey on SNF Lands
& MPDF

USFS-SNF responsibility

IV. Mesabe Widjiu: Partridge River Segment

IV.A. Bands Site Visit

COMPLETE
e  Site visit with Consulting Band THPOs completed October 1, 2019




Table 1. Implementation of NorthMet Project MOA Stipulations

MOA STIPULATION

STATUS

IV.B.
Ethnographic/Ethnohistoric
Study

Not Yet Initiated

e Anticipated start date to be determined

IV.C. Historic Property
Management Plan & NRHP
Nomination

Not Yet Initiated

e Anticipated start date to be determined

VII. Post-Review Discoveries

VIIL.A.-F.

COMPLETE
e  PolyMet drafted an Inadvertent Discoveries Plan in 2018 and is
currently using it to train staff and contractors

Xl. Amendment

Amendment 1 to the MOA was initiated on December 4, 2023. The following
were amended:

e Amend Stipulation Xl so it reads as follows: The MOA shall remain in
effect until December 27, 2025, unless otherwise amended or revised
prior to that date pursuant to Stipulation XI. 2.

e Insert Stipulation IX.D so it reads as follows: The parties recognize
that NewRange Copper Nickel LLC will assume responsibility to
complete all relevant terms, conditions, and actions assigned to
PolyMet Mining, Inc. under the original Agreement as of the date of
Amendment #1 to the MOA.

e The ACHP signature, as the final signatory to the amendment, was
completed on 12/21/2023. The other parties completing signatures
were the USFS, USACE, SHPO and NewRange Copper Nickel.

Amendment 2 to the MOA was drafted, signed by the USACE, USFS, SHPO, and
NewRange, and forwarded to the ACHP on December 19, 2025 for the final
signature at the time of submittal of this Annual Report. The amendment
included the following:

e The MOA shall remain in effect until December 27, 2027, unless
otherwise amended or revised prior to that date pursuant to
Stipulation XI.

e Replace Stipulation X, as incorrectly amended by Amendment #1, so
it reads as follows: Any signatory or invited signatory to this MOA may
propose that the MOA be amended, whereupon the parties that have
signed this MOA shall consult to consider such an amendment. This
MOA may be amended when such an amendment is agreed to in
writing by all signatories and the invited signatory. If an amendment is
proposed that would affect the properties of religious and cultural
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MOA STIPULATION

STATUS

significance to the Consulting Bands, SNF and USACE will notify the
Consulting Bands of the proposed amendment and consider any
comments from the Bands before making a decision about the
amendment. The amendment will be effective on the date a copy
signed by all of the signatories and the invited signatory is filed with
ACHP. The USACE and SNF shall provide a copy of the amended MOA
to all signatories and concurring parties within thirty (30) days of
execution.

e Insert Stipulation IX.E so it reads as follows: The parties recognize that
USACE’s obligations under this MOA are contingent upon New Range
Copper Nickel LLC submitting a new and complete Section 404 permit
application for the NorthMet Project. As of the execution date of this
Amendment, USACE has not yet received a new and complete Section
404 permit application, nor has USACE issued a final Section 404
permit that is actionable for the Project. Should USACE receive a new
and complete Section 404 permit application, USACE will commence
the fulfillment of its Section 106 responsibilities.
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