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Recognizing our Employees 
of the Month:

The MVPs of MVP

March
Patrick Harding

Logistics

February
Joel Zietz

Engineering and Construction

January
Daniel Mock

Regional Planning and 
Environment Division North
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New hires

Wendi Baker, program analyst, operations, Fountain City, Wisconsin
Travis Brantner, maintenance and repair coordinator, operations, Spring Valley, Wisconsin
Andrew Buell, maintenance and repair coordinator, operations, Grand Rapids, Minnesota
Anthony Carrington, construction control representative, engineering and construction, Fargo, North Dakota
Eric Dykman, lock and dam operator supervisor, operations, Genoa, Wisconsin 

Troy Frank, supervisory facility operations specialist, operations, Fountain City, Wisconsin
Lindsey Gatzow, accountant, resource management, St. Paul, Minnesota
Lorin Kinney, regulatory project manager, regulatory, Greenville, South Carolina
Lawrence Kjellberg, lock and dam operator supervisor, operations, Welch, Minnesota
Bryn Langrehr, civil engineer, engineering and construction, St. Paul, Minnesota 

Chad Longmire, lock and dam operator, operations, Eastman, Wisconsin
Leslie McCoy, maintenance and repair coordinator, operations, Crosslake, Minnesota
Bonnie Meyerhoff, program analyst, operations, Fountain City, Wisconsin
Jonathan Nygaard, engineering technician (civil), operations, Fountain City, Wisconsin 
Brandon Olson, engineering technician (civil), operations, Fountain City, Wisconsin

Morgan Peterson, realty specialist, real estate, St. Paul, Minnesota
Zachary Santjer, maintenance and repair coordinator, operations, Watson, Minnesota
Janel Shafer, management and program assistant, operations, St. Paul, Minnesota
Matthew Sindelar, mechanical engineer, engineering and construction, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Steven Sulflow, maintenance and repair coordinator, operations, Fergus Falls, Minnesota

Michael Swenson, hydrologist, engineering and construction, St. Paul, Minnesota
Michael Tolifson, maintenance mechanic, operations, Wheaton, Minnesota
Sean Wentworth, mechanical engineer, engineering and construction, St. Paul, Minnesota
Anne Wurtenberger, community planner, regional planning and environmental division north, Rock Island, 
Illinois
Jacob Zanon, engineering technician (civil), operations, Fountain City, Wisconsin

Promotions

Michael Christianson, lock and dam operator, operations, Trempealeau, Wisconsin
Elizabeth Ritz, technical writer-editor, programs and project management, St. Paul, Minnesota
Matthew Sayler, engineering technician, engineering and construction, Fargo, North Dakota
Matthew Schrum, fishery biologist, regional planning and environment division north, St. Louis, Missouri
Caleb Wodarz, civil engineer, engineering and construction, St. Paul, Minnesota

Retirements
David Wivinus, realty specialist, real estate, retired with 10 years of federal service

NEWS& 
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Taps
Thomas Koopmeiners, 
passed away Feb. 18. 
He began with the Army 
Corps of Engineers in 
1987 and was the small 
business contracting 
officer for the St. Paul 
District. His dedication 
and diligence was 
recognized in 2003 when 
he received the National 
Small Business Contract 
Officer Award.

Ted Pedersen passed  
away Feb. 14. Ted 
worked for Hydraulics 
and Hydrology Branch 
and performed surveys 
throughout the district 
before retiring in 2005.  
Ted was a longstanding 
member of the Corps 
Golf League. 

Congratulations
At the annual Mississippi Valley Division Associated General Contractors of America Roundtable, the 
Fargo-Moorhead Metro Drayton Dam Fish Passage project was recognized for safety. The Drayton Dam 
Fish Passage was a $7.7 million project to remove a low head dam and replace it with 18 wiers made from 
approximately 1,000 boulders that were 5-feet diameter each. The work took more than 6,500 labor hours and 
along an actively flowing river without any accidents. This was the final project in a 23-year program to restore 
fish passage along the Red River of the North.The Drayton Dam project met the USACE definition of winning – 
finishing a quality project on time and within budget … SAFELY.

(left) Lt. Col. Joshua Rud, deputy district commander, 
presents (right) Chris Bowen, chief of construction, 
with the Drayton Dam safety award. USACE 
courtesy photo

A bird’s eye view of Drayton Dam after completion.
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