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Anyone walk past this building lately? If so, please call Ripley's Believe It or Not, as it hasn't been
seen in downtown St. Paul since 1928. Actually, some of our retirees may remember it at 121 Second
Street. (All that remains of Second Street itself is three blocks between Robert and Wabasha.) The
foundations for this building can be seen for the first time in over 60 years, however, due to the repair
work currently taking place on the Robert Street Bridge. Story on Page Eight.
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The Commander’s Award for
Excellence in Equal Employ-
ment has been given to several
district and field personnel.
This year’'s winners include
Bill Goetz of Construction-
Operations Division, Lynn
Harris of Personnel Office, Al
Mathews at Lock and Dam 7
and Don Peterson of Engi-
neering Division,

Goetz was recognized
for his support of EEO pro-
grams and his organization of
American Indian Week. Harris
has been helpful in the pro-
motion of women and minori-
ties. Mathews worked for the
increase in the number of
women employees into the
lock and dam field. Peterson
was honored [or his efforts
to employ the handicapped.

Additionally, Mari-
Iyn Aird of Contracting Di-
visions was awarded a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation for her or-
ganization of the Federal
Women's Program, her will-
ingness to hire handicapped
workers, and her overall sup-
port of EEQ programs.

The Project Opera-
tions Branch of Construc-
tion-Operations Division was
awarded the 1989 District
EEQ traveling trophy. A
Task Force had been organ-
ized to focus on the issues of
under-representation of
women in the lock and dam
occupaton,

Congratulations 1o all
the winners!

Parking Ramp Safety: A re-
cently discussed topic at
general stalf meetings has
been concerns expressed by
district employees over their
physical safety when picking
up angd dropping off GOV's
(Government Owned Ve-
hicles) within the parking

Bits and Pieces

ramp currently housing the
Corps® 18 vehicle fleet. Issues
of poor lighting (since re-
solved) and the relative isola-
tion of our designated parking
spaces (on level P3) have been
raised,

The Real Estate Di-
vision has been in extensive
negotiations with Victory
Auto Park, Inc., who leases the
ramp from the city of St. Paul,
in an effort to relocate the
Corps's block of parking to a
higher level. At the same
time, Real Estate is conducting
a market survey of the down-
town parking ramps for other
available ramps which meet
the selection criteria of
location, security, contiguous
parking spaces and competi-
tive pricing. A satisfactory
resolution is expected in the
near future.

From August 10 through 13,
Fountain City, Wisconsin,
will celebrate its 150th Anni-
versary. Originally, the settle-
ment was named Home's
Landing until 1t was incorpo-
rated in 1839, Since 1895,
the Corps of Engineers has
been a part of the community
and is the city’s largest em-
ployer. To help celebrate this
event the Corps service base
in Fountain City will host an
open house on August 12
and 13th. Rose Braatz has
also made the Corps display
trailer available for the festivi-
ties. More details to follow.

In April, a proposal was ap-
proved to recognize all
Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Office Special Empha-
sis Programs during a com-
bined, one-week period
annually. The celebration of
Special Emphasis Programs

has been encouraged and well
supported by the St. Paul
District. Festive, educational
and enlightening, the pro-
grams honoring minority
groups, Martin Luther King's
birthday and Minnesota Heri-
tage Week have benefitted us
all. In an effort to more equi-
tably recognize these various
programs, and to reduce the
staff hours required overall,
the year 1989 will see one, big
week-long celebration during
the month of October for all
programs. The events o be
combined include Black His-
tory Month, Women's
History Month, Martin
Luther King’s Birthday,
Asian Pacific Islander Week,
Hispanic Heritage Week,
American Indian Week, Em-
ploy the Handicapped Month
and Minnesota Heritage
Week, A trial period of
these joint celebrations will
be in effect through 1990,
when the Special Emphasis
Programs will again be
evaluated. Plans for the Octo-
ber event will be forthcoming.

When it comes to achieving
statchood, the year 1889 can
certainly take its place. No
less than five midwestern
and western states are celebrat-
ing 100 years of statehood this
year, and North Dakota is
among them. The state’s
Centennial Picnic will be
held at Lake Ashtabula at the
Corps-owned Mel Rieman
Recreation Area on July 15,
The celebration will begin at
10:00 a.m. with a parade of
boats on the lake, followed by
a concert by the National
Brass Band of Denmark at
11:30. Other activities will
include an official ceremony
at 12:00 noon with guest

speaker Colonel Roger
Baldwin and North Dakota
state officials, a performance
of patriotic songs by the
WValley Troubadours, a water
carnival with skiing feats
performed by the Club de
Skinautique and a concert by
the 188th Army Band of the
North Dakota National Guard,
An 1870 s living history mili-
tary encampment, a 1980°s
fly-over by the North Dakota
Air National Guard and a
locally sponsored bamn dance
round out the celebration,
There will be no charge for
activities at the Mel Rieman
Recreation Area. Refresh-
ments and souvenir buttons
will be available from local
concessionaires.

SUNFISH (sun’fish),n. pl.
{esp. collectively) -fish, 1.
small, fresh-water, spiny-
rayed fishes of the genus
Lepomis. 2. Most popular
sailboat in the world
(250,000+).

Raster, Tom ( ras'ter, tom),
1. Employee, 5t. Paul
District’s Planning Division,
2, 1989 Sunfish Inland
Regional Champion with
record 7 consecutive victo-
ries; gualifier for 1990
World Championship (prob-
able site: Curaco, Venezuala),
3. Instructor, Red Cross’
Basic Sailing Program,

District employees Tom Sully,
Kent Hokens, (Gordon
Heitzman, Russell Snyder,
Marc Drumholtz, Troy
Nagengast, Vicky Wright,
and Dave McGrath rode in
the KARE 11 Bike Classic ride
to La Crosse, Wisconsin in
June, Thel50 mile trip
benefitied prenatal health care
in Health One hospitals. Way
to go, gang!
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Ramsey County Historical Society
thought it might just be a bridge founda-
tion. (Who cares about uncovering a
bridge foundation under a bridge?) The
{irst four people contacted at the Minne-
sota Historical Society (MHS) hadn’t a
clue, and the archeologist was out.
Finally, a brilliant idea came to us: call
another reporter! So we did.
Architectural writer Larry
Millet, with the St. Paul Pioneer Press,
knew all about it. As a matter of fact, as
a result of our call, he may do a story on
it himself. At that point in our office, the
return calls from the other queries began
pouring in, Chief MHS archaeologist
Bob Clouse even visited the site, of
which he had been unaware, and is
conducting further investigations into its

historical significance. (If they erect a
plaque, maybe they'1l list the individuals
who contributed in the investigation... all
dozen of us!) So as the story behind this
faded, old stone work continues to be
uncovered, we will tell you what we do
know:

The brick and stone wall is a
section of the old U.S. Army quartermas-
ter facilities (a.k.a. the “Army Build-
ing") built in 1881 by St. Paul architect,
John Wirth. The building, which at one
time reached five stories, was razed in
1928 as work on the Kellogg Mall
began. The remaining foundation level
was filled in and the bridge built over it;
and there the lower walls remained until
exposed last month. The building was
used to store Army supplies and materi-

als during the late 1800°s. For a while
there, we’d been told that General
George A. Custer (yes, that one) had
squirreled away Army supplics at the site
enroute to you know where. Then
someone realized that Custer himself had
long been buried before 1881, Oh well,
anyone can get carried away making a
good story better.

In the meantime, work on the
bridge continues daily and those who
would like to see the site should remem-
ber that this is a construction zone and
barricades are up. Safest viewing seems
to be on Kellogg slightly up the street
from the intersection with Robert.

There's probably a moral to this
story and that is: be careful what you say
to someone in public affairs...you never
know what can happen next!

The Robert Street bridge repair has been fertile ground for Crosscurrents material. About three
weeks ago, at what must have been almost the same moment, district personnel on several
different floors looked out the south windows of the Post Office and then quickly called regula-
tory branch. Inthe process of removing cld concrete, loosened chunks of debris were falling
directly into the Mississippi River, and at a fairly good rate, too. Through the efforts of Tim Fell
and Brian Watson, the matter was referred to the U.S. Coast Guard, who has jurisdiction over
the construction of bridges over navigable waters. The Minnesota Department of Transporta-
tion has since employed a barge to catch debris and a clam shell structure to keep debris from
floating downstream. Thanks to the attention of St. Paul District employees, justice was served.







