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The rebirth of Lock and Dam |

by Blanche Hom, FA

The day began as a cool and windy
morning on April 16 with the threat of rain
hanging heavily in the air.

The tour group of Corps of Engineers em-
ployees from the S5t. Paul District office
building slowly disembarked from the bus and
huddled near the mobile trailers which hous-
e the temporary project office.

Blustery winds whipped up loose sand at
the project site and swirled around the wait-
ing visitors. Each visitor picked up a hard-
hat and adjusted its fit.

Walking with the tour guides, the visi-
tors paused to look down into a gaping hole
in the ground with enormous monoliths pro-
truding from its depths. There was a flurry
of activity as construction workers and mach-
inery moved about. Huge barriers-of earth,
rock and steel surrounding the pit protected
workers, equipment and structures from the
onrush of the Mississippi River waters.

Lock and Dam 1 is being reborm.

Since the winter of 1979, the naviga-
tional facility has been undergoing major
rehabilitative work generally on the land-
ward lock and the riverward lock. The first
objective is to improve the hydraulic opera-
tion of the locks which includes construc-
tion of new intake manifolds, lowering and
modifying the filling and emptying conduits,
construction of new discharge ports and new
trenches, construction of new discharge man-
ifolds and downstream lateral, installation
of new reversed tainter filling and emptying
valves, and removal of stoney valves.

The second objective is to improve the
stability of the lock structures and dam
which includes installation of post-tenhsion
anchors and steel sheet piling, and stabili-
zation of the dam apron and the sluiceway
monoliths,

The third objective is to extend the
service life of the locks and improve opera-
ting efficiency which includes installation
of new miter gate and valve operating mach-
inery, jib cranes, tow haulage units, float-

Capt.
one of the tour groups.

James Scott (right) guided

ing mooring bitts, fire protection system,
compressed air systems, electrical controls
for the valves and miter gates, signal and
communication system, lighting, and ground-
ing system; rehabilitation of miter gates,
electrical power supply and distribution svs-
tem, and the lock access road; replacement
of electrical cables and wiring; construc-
tion of new valve bulkheads, central control
station, service building, an elevated ac-
cess bridge, sewage lift station, discharge
line and water line.

The fourth objective is to provide add-
ed protection to the foundation beneath the
lock structures which ineludes installation

of flap valves and contact grouting.

The fifth objective is to improve the
recreational and aesthetic resources at the
lock which includes landscaping, installation

(See page two)




The rebirth of Lock and Dam |

(From page one)

of new floating mooring facilities and a
floating boom for recreational boat traffic.

The rehabilitation project, which has
allowed the opening of the locks to boat and
barge traffic during the navigation season,
is designed to extend the life of the facil-
ity for another 50 vears.

Many people and organizations, includ-
ing the commercial shipping companies and
pleasure boaters, are anxiously waiting for
the spring opening of Lock 1. The riverward
lock was scheduled for opening on May 1 and
the landward lock on May 15.

The entire project is scheduled for com-
pletion in September 1982,

The Corps visitors carefully walked on
makeshift walkways overlooking the two de-
watered lock chambers, getting a bird's eve
view of the construction activity,

After briefly looking around inside the

central control station, the visitors hiked o >

down into the pit to the area just downriver i

of one of the lock chambers. Even though \&}1 :
the landward lock chamber was too wet and "5_ \
muddy for the wisitors to wenture into, the . \ :

perspective of looking up the concrete walls . re 3 ;:“.

was breathtaking. Indeed, it was a very - e L
rare opportunity to stand on the fleoor of L] Q \_‘%
the lock and peer up the walls. The steep - P it R
yellow bluff which rises above the river i '

L
glh - ,..i
_ LR =
could barely be seen. L B ‘-u“\ m
Soon, the locks will become filled with 'P_ -

So By
water ready for boats and barges. L* S ¥ il o
As the last of the visitors walked | _I i L
back towards the bus, they turned and took i | 1
one more look at the incredible sight. They '
probably said to themselves, "I am im-
pressed,”

(More photos on page three)
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Summer picnic 198 |

Use your athletic abilities and join with members of your office branches and sections to
form teams for this year's pienie. Use attached form and submit early. Limit of 50 teams.

We on the committee have spent a considerable amount of our time coming up with new ideas
this vear and it has resulted in the following games:

Tug of war! (Design Branch not eligible to compete)
Volleyball! (75% of players under 4-foot tall)
Horseshoes! (No pony hoofs allewed)

But be consoled; we are keeping the traditional games:

Beverage consuming
Chicken feed (Meatballs have been added)
Bird watching (Formerly chick scoping)

This vear's agenda for parents and their kids:
12:30 Worm catching
1:00, 1:10, 1:20, 1:30...Diaper changing
4:00 Swan diving

Plus: Kickball for kids
Tug-of-war

Prizes for the kids!
Pride or humiliation for the adults!

P.5.: We are looking for more fun games involving the kids. If you have any suggestions,
please contact someone or: John Kliethermes at 725-7638, or Dave Tschida at 725-7628.

Yes, the softball fields will be reserved.

Picnic wvolleyball and tug-of-war teams

Pleage complete and send the form no later than May 22 to:
John Kliethermes, ED=D, or Dave Tschida, ED-D.

A minimum of six members (male znd/or female) are required per velleyball team. The tug-of-
war teams will consist of eight members, with at least one female per team.

Volleyball Tug—of-—war
Team name Team name
1. 1.
7, = o i
3. 3
4, 4
5. 5
6. b,
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To All St. Paul District Corps employees, thair families and friends, and all

ratireas are cordially invited

to attend this years caelaebration of Engineers Day.

SUM MIEIR PH@N H@

PLACE:

DATE:

PICNIC
AREA

HWY &1 /ARCADE
AST BWORE DRIVE

WHEELOCK

WARYLAND AVENUE

Tickets Go On Sale Beginning
26 May 1981%

Be Sure fo Get Youws!!!

Lake Phafen Park, St. Paul

Friday, 19 June 1981 - 12 NOON

PICNIC MENU
Deep Fried Chicken
Swedish Meatballs
Baked Beans
Whipped Potatoes and Gravy
Jelto - Cole Staw - Potfato Salad
Italian Salad
Cake on Browndie
Cofdee on Punch
Food Service begins at 2 p.m,
Senved Bugfet Style, Adults. . . . . $4.00
Childnen Unden 12, . . + v v o« v o 2,50

Glass of Been/Can of Pop . . . . . . 25

Games 4tant at Noon, and the Awands Ceremony 4s at 1:30 p.m.

For More Information Contact:

*An announcement of ticket availabifity

Paul Madison,,.Ext 7591 on Gneg Eggens... Ext 7588

will be made on 26 May 1981, Last date

avaifabfe - 1§ June 1981 BEFORE NOON!!!

T4 T US.GPO:1981-T65-087/1-6
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Mississippi dams attract hydropower studies

by Donm Spavin

Text from the "St. Paul Sunday Pioneer
Press, " Mareh 29, 1981; St. Paul, Minn.

A Corps of Engineers study indicates
that at least some of the locks and dams on
the Mississippi River between S5t. Paul and
Towa's northern border eventually will be
used to produce electricity.

The study selected six of the 26 naviga-
tion dams between St. Paul and Alton, Ill.,
as possible sites for hydroelectric plants
that could produce enough energy to serve
30,000 homes.

Corps officials are considering upgra-
ding St. Paul's Ford Dam, which already pro-
duces 14,000 kilowatts of electricity, and
regenerating Lock and Dam 2 at Hastings,
which once produced enough electricity to
operate lock machinery.

The Corps also envisions constructing
hydro plants at: Lock and Dam 5, Fountain
City, Wis., which could produce 14,000 kilo-
watts; Lock and Dam 6, Trempealeau, Wis.,
which could produce 7,400 kilowatts; Lock
and Dam 7 at La Crosse, Wis., which could
produce 12,600 kilowatts; and Lock and Dam 8
at Genoa, Wis., with a potential of 14,000
kilowatts.

"Hydro dams are not a new field for the
Corps," said Col. William Badger, the head
of the district office in St. Paul. "We
have been actively involved in building and
operating hydroelectric projects on major
rivers since the 1930's.

In the past few years, as the cost of
fossil fuel has increased dramatically, the
Corps has conducted several studies to deter-
mine the feasibility of installing hydrcelec-
tric plants at some of the Mississippi River
navigation dams and also of reactivating
many plants that have been abandoned on
other waterways.

"Nationwide the Corps evaluated 65,000
sites," said Badger. "Of the total, 1,900
were in the St. Paul District—from St, An-
thony to Guttenberg, Towa. We found 23 po-
tential sites in Minnesota and 60 in Wiscon-
sin" that could produce about 800,000 kilo-
watts of electricity, about 400,000 in each
state.

To be classified as a possible hydro-
power site, a dam would have to be environ-
mentally sound and would have to produce a
minimum of 1,000 kilowatts of electrieciry.

"On the whole, this is not a large pro-
duction,”" said Albert Bjorkquist, a Corps
engineer. In comparison, Northern States

Albert Bjorkquist, Corps engineer.

Power Co.'s nueclear plant at Prairie Island
produces about a millien and a half kilo-
watts of electricity.

"Yet," said Bjorkquist, "use of this
power could save millions of gallons of high-
priced oil or tons of coal.”

That savings, plus the fact that water
power is clean is about all that makes hydro
projects worth considering, the Corps said.
In most of the Midwest there are not enough
rivers with a sufficient drep, or head, to
operate water turbines.

"Hydro power is a constant supply,"
said Badger. "And it is a renewable re-
source., Operation is simple and it is possi-
ble to fill peak demands simply by increas-
ing the water flow through the turbines."

As developments in low-head turbines
are made, more of the dams on the upper
Mississippi River could be used, officials
gaid. Corps engineers believe a seven-foot
head, or drop, is necessary to operate tur-
bines, but that figure is being reduced.

The belief is that eventually a four-
foot head might suffice to turn the fins of
a turbine. If that proves to be true, every
dam on the upper river could be used.

"0f course, we know that not even hydro-
power is free," said Bjorkquist. "The cost
of building a hydro plant is high...such
plants must also be maintained and manned.
No, hydroelectricity is not free; but it is
clean, it is safe and its power is con-
stant."

The Public Utility Regulatory Policies
Act of 1978 gives added incentive to devel-
opment of hydroelectric dams by offering

(See page five)



The one legged wonder

by Bill Shaw

From the "Black Collegian," February/March
1981.

The following article was submitted by Rich-
ard Laddusire, EP-E. He is a member of the
St. Paul Distriet Handiecap Committee.

Frank Yanossy, the high school football
coach in tiny Madison, Fla,, thoughtfully
sends a stream of tobacco juice into the
Pepsi cup he carries everywhere.

"You just watch old number 83, the de-
fensive guard," says Coach Yanossy, switching
on a wheezing, rattling movie projector.

A football game is projected on the
wall. The Brooks County, Georgia Trojans
are playing the Madison Cougars, the coach's
team.

On the first play, the Trojan quarter-
back hands to the fullback who sweeps right
and is dumped by old number 83. A nice play
but nothing special.

In the next series, 83 swivels and
darts, throws off two bone-jarring blocks,
dives into the enemy backfield and dumps
the quarterback. A real nice plavy.

Number B3 does it again. He bounces
off blockers with the grace of a ballet star,
moves laterally turns on the speed and runs
down the ball carrier from behind. A great
play.

"fou can't hardly tell, can va?" the
coach asks with a huge grin.

And you really can't. O0ld number 83,
whose name is Carl Joseph, moves with such
speed and amazing balance that you don't no-
tice something very important is missing.

A leg. The whole thing.

He has only one. The right one. He
plays with no crutches. No artificial leg.
No stump. Just one massive leg and he plays
better than most kids with two legs.

Carl used that single leg to earn 13
athletic letters in football, basketball and
track at Madison High School before gradua-
ting last June. He earned them by competing
against kids with two legs.

He does all this by hopping. Sort of.
Only it doesn't look like hopping. It looks
like real running because he does it so
smoothly and effortlessly.

He could outrun most of the defensive
line in wind sprints. He blocked punts and
sacked quarterbacks. He could stuff a bas-
ketball and out jump most of the team. He
high=jumped 5 feet, 10 inches, which was
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higher than anybody on the track team and he
threw the shot. He can also bench press 270
pounds,

All on one leg, Honest.

Carl does everything so well that Uni-
versity of Pittsburg football coach Jackie
Sherrill gave him a full four year scholar-
ship. He won't be playing football for the
Pitt Panthers because the NCAA won't allow
players with missing limbs.

But, as any coach knows, motivatiom in
sports is the key to success and Sherrill
just wants Carl around to motivate his two-
legged players. Carl will work as a team
trainer and study biology. His goal is to
become a traimer for a pro team. He'll do
it.

Carl is six feet tall and weighs 180
pounds. A gentle giant, quiet and unassum-
ing, a young man of great poise and dignity
who is trying to figure out what's happening
in his life.

Carl was born with one leg and neither
his mother nor his doctor know exactly why.
To Carl, it never mattered.

"It's all in the mind," he said. 'My
mind always told me I could do things so I
just went out and did them. Never thought
much about it., T never worried that I
couldn't do something. I just did it. You
just keep trying and vou always get there."




Interest in softball grows
by Stanley Sweatsock

The 1981 softball season is upon us and
interest and participation in the district of-
fice continues to grow. From only one team
in 1977, interest has increased to the parti-
cipation of four Corps teams in the Capitol
Hills Softball League.

The league consists of teams f£rom public
agencies, mostly from the state level. The
four Corps teams, to the best of my knowledge,
are the only federal teams in the 30-team
league,

The 1l0-game season opens on May 18 with
the games being playved at various fields in
St. Paul, Minn. If you are interested in
joining a team or in going out to see your
co-workers play, contact one of the managers
of this vear's teams:

Corps I Gary Palesh at 725-5935

Corps II Mary Muraski at 725-7579

Corps III Sheldon Edd at 725-3700

Corps IV Tom Montgomery at 725-7593

(The numbering of the teams has nothing to do
with their ability; it is merely the order in
which the teams were formed.)}

Scores, standings and other happenings
will be reported in future issues of the
Crosscurrents. Each month, I will include a
bit of sports trivia for you avid fans. For
this month, can you remember who said:

a. "It's not over until it's over."

b. "Basaball has been bery bery good to me."
c. "Pour the Budwieser to them." & READY

Annual fishing trip planned
by Tom Heyerman, ED-D

The 8th annual Mille Lacs launch fish-
ing trip will be held on June l2. Anyone
interested in participating can contact me
at 725-7625,

There are 25 spaces available on a
first-serve basis.

A walleye was reported caught and re-
leased in April by crappie fishermen, there- S Sty W i 1
by disproving any rumors of a "Dead Sea." G
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Hauser a big gun in navigation

Text from the "Winoma Daily News," Feb. 11,
1981; Winona County, Minn.

The Hauser is one of the Corps of Engi-
neers' biggest guns in the vearly assault on
silt buildup in the main Mississippi River
navigation channel.

The derrick barge, based in the Corps'
Fountain City, Wis., boatyard, was built in
1940, according te the Corps' chief district
maintenance officer Dennis Cin.

"It's basically a crane barge," Cin said.

The Hauser, 46 feet wide with a hull run-
ning 66 feet, features a crane-operated shov-
el with a four cubic yard capacity.

The current crane, mounted in April 1958
is used to aid in Mississippi River dredging
operations and can move an estimated 192 cu-
bic yards of river bottom silt an hour.

The Hauser was instrumental in the Corps
emergency operations in 1977 when a 200-foot
channel was dredged to a depth of 12 feetr to
clear the way for river traffic at Reads
Landing.

Each summer, the Hauser is involved in
routine channel maintenance from St. Paul to
Guttenberg, Towa, a boatyard official said.
Depending on the number of shifts assigned,
the vessel's crew size varies from 30 to 38
members.

The Hauser returns to Fountain City each
November before the main channel of the ri-
ver freezes. Yearly maintenance checks are
conducted while the vessel is fixed in the
ice at the boatyard.

Winter river traffic won't work

From the "Red Wing-Republican Eagle," April
1381; Goodhue County, Minm.

Opening the Mississippi River to year-
round barge traffic would not be worth the
cost of keeping the ice out of the navigation
lanes during the coldest winter months, ac-
cording to a study by the Corps of Engineers.

After 14 years of study, the Corps con-
cluded it is unlikely barge traffic will in-
crease on the Mississippi enough to pay the
costs of keeping it open through the winter.

The study focused on the upper Missis-
sippi, a stretch of 1,250 miles of navigable
waterway from Grafton, I1l., north of St.
Louis, to Minneapolis.

The Corps found winter navigation comes
to a standstill during the mid-winter months
because of ice on the river and problems
caused by cold weather at riverside facili-
ties.

At a news conference recently in Rock
Island, T1l., representatives of the Upper
Mississippi River Basin Commission recommend-
ed ways to expand the river traffic without
extending the traffic season.

The recommendations include construc-
tion of additional locks in some areas to
relieve traffic congestion caused by barges
and recreational beats, according to Mark
Johnson, a spokesman for the commission.

Other recommendations include different
methods of clearing trash and ice from the
lock gates and regulations governing staffing
of barges.

Hydropower studies
(From page four)

low-interest loans to pay 90% of the feasib-
ility studies. And the act provides that
individual companies or groups may use a
government dam for installation of hydro
plants.

Several organizations across the coun-
try are showing interest in building hvdro
plants on Mississippi River dams. Several
Minnesota cities also are looking at the pos-
sibilities of getting a share of the energy
produced by them.

Regardless of whether Mississippi River
dams become hydroelectric plants, there is
potential in Minnesota and Wisconsin for the
production of "juice" from the flow of
rivers.




When a backyard garden

by T.R. Reid

Text from the "Washington Post," April 7,
1981; Was iington, D.C.

It was May of 1979 when the Corps of
Engineers first informed Arnie Thomas that
his backyvard vegetable garden violated fed-
eral regulations.

"It was this guy Knapton from the Corps
of Engineers," Thomas recalled recently.

"He comes into my shop" -- Thomas is the pro-
prietor of the Model Barber Shop in Appleton,
Wis. -- "and he says, "Hey boy, you viclated
section so-and-so of the such-and-such act
and you better get that fill out of there!

Or else vou got to get a govermment permit.'
And T says, 'Okay, how long does this permit
take?' And he says, 'It's usually about

three months,'"

In the 22 months since that conversa-
tion, Thomas has received visits, letters,
forms and telephone calls from three feder-
al, one state and two local govermment agen-—
cies. He has been assigned two federal case
numbers.

He has been warned that his backyard
may make him liable for ciwvil fines up to
525,000 and ecriminal penalties.

Gary Knapton, an investigator in the
Corps' local field office, said "He filled
in part of a protected wetland. If he can
do it, then the neighbor fills in his eight
foot, and the next one fills his eight foot,
and in the end there's no wetland left."

Thomas and his wife, Ruth, live north
of Appleton Lake and, for the most part,
they consider themselves supporters of gov-
ernment regulatrion.

"When the Environmental Protection A-
gency (EPA) said all the houses on the lake
had to have a sewage system," Ruth Thomas
notes, "we never signed petitioms to stop
the project.”

In a way, that sewage system was the
source of Arnie Thomas' current woes. Dur-
ing its construction, the local sewer author-
ity dumped excess fill dirt from the project
in the swamp behind the Thomas home. Thomas
leveled off the £ill and planted grass, turn-
ing a rat-Infested swamp into a small back-
vard.

Then Thomas decided to extend the wyard
out to the border of his property--an extra
eight feet. Because he knew that government
regulates land use, he asked his county zon-
ing authority about his plans; the county
said no government approval was needed for
such a small project.

becomes federal domain

Don Kohler, Corps ecologist who is
working on the case.

For $150, a trucker dumped 50 cubie
yards of soil into the swamp. Thomas plant-
ed more grass seed, started a vegetable gar-
den, and made plans to build a small garage
on the plet.

"Je found out about it from the zoning
commission," says Enapton of the Corps.
"There's a law on this. Section 404 of the
Federal Water Pollution Ceontrol Act. You
can't discharge dredge or fill material on a
wetland without a permit. The county may
have told him different, but that's not the
way the law works.

"We wanted him to take the whole thing
out, but the sewer authority fill went in
before the regulations took effect...For the
strip he filled, T made an inspection and
told him to take it out or else apply for an
after-the-fact permit.”

"After I got that (permit) applica-
tion," Thomas says, "I tell Ruth, I says,
'"We're just going to have to go down and get
ourselves a lawyer.'...l mean, you're not
going to believe this form they sent me!"

"The way you apply for a permit is all
set by law," says Knapton. "We sent Mr.
Thomas the application form, and when he
sent it in, we sent it out for public com-
ment . "

The form Thomas and his lawyer filled
out, "ENG Form 4345," asked 55 questions
about the "project area," which Thomas an-
swered as best he could. He certified that
the swamp behind his home had no evident
historical value and no "unique natural fea-
tures." He said his new yard had caused no
noise pollution and no emissions into the

(See page seven)



engineering careers?'" asks a researcher

"The flak of people saying, "We know how
you get your grades...'"

"There's pressure for girls to be better
than average."

Beyond external obstacles to a woman's
suceeding in engineering are internal obsta-
cles to her success., She may doubt her
choice, lack some background in shop or elee-
tronics, or have difficulty fielding put-
downs.

On the job. The issues students face
carry over into the job.

In the recruiting process, women are
still somewhat favored. Companies typically
do not operate with a "quota" system, but
they do feel some pressure to hire women.
That means that it is possible that a com-
pany may be interested in a wvoung woman sim-
ply because the job slet "should be filled
by a woman. Tokenism exists, but not proli-
fically.

As a new hire, many women say those
first few weeks or months on the job are
awkward. Part of the awkwardness is a new-
ness that is familiar to anyone adjusting to
a new work enviromment and a new peer group.

But another part of the awkwardness is
related teo a woman's uniqueness; especially
if she is the only technical woman in the
work group, or the first womamn. The awk-
wardness 1s heightened by other people not
knowing how to interact with the voung woman

Another point often brought up by pro-
fessionals and students alike is the pres-
sure they feel from others to prove them-
selves. "Justify yourself" is the demand.
The pressure, real or not, plays into an
apprehension almost all new hires share.
That apprehension is "What if T didn't learn
enough as an undergraduate?” "Will I be a
good engineer?" All newly hired college
graduates are integrally concerned with
competence: for women it intensified.

Women also sometimes encounter blatant
sexual harassment, which may be defined as
unwanted, unreciprocated sexual advances
that are hard to handle between the two per-
sons,

Relating to managers is an important
area; a manager assigning responsibilities
can help a subordinate plan for the future,
and he or she reviews performance.

One young mechanical engineer felt that
her peers in the organization accepted her
more readily and easily than did her manager.
She stated that he not only had some dfffi-
culty understanding her and her motivations,
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but he also tried to protect her and treat
her differently from the way he did his
other engineers. He shielded her from trav-
eling and from doing some of the hands-on
design tests.

The authors of The New Managerial Woman,
Hennig and Jardim, documented the differ-
ences between a man's and a woman's defini-
tion of a job and a career. Men think of a
job as a task to be completed that has a de-
finite beginning and an end, and a career
as a series of jobs that leads one along a
path toward gaining recognition and reward.

In contrast, women tend to think of the
job as a means of survival or as a means of
earning a living, and a career as a means of
personal growth and self~fulfillment.

Conceptualizing jobs and careers differ-
ently, men and women tend to think differ-
ently about the future. Women hope to prove
their competence and be rewarded for it.

Men tend to think and plan strategically for
the future. Current opportunities and
responsibilities are seen as stepping stones
to their career growth.
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What to expect when you retire

Each vear, approximately 100,000 employ-
ees retire from federal service. Getting
them on the retired roles, and then insuring
that monthly checks go out on a continuing
basis is a prime responsibility of the U.S.
0ffice of Personnel Management (OPM)., Since
there are over 1.2 million retirees and 300,
000 annuitants, it's obviocusly a big job.
And, without question, to retirees an impor-
tant one.

If you're thinking about retirement, a
review of the process should be of interest.
It will give wvou an idea of what to expect,
and some hints on ways you can help make the
system work.

Unce an emplovee retires, it takes about
a month for the employing agency to close
out all records and send them to OPM in or-
der to get the annuity process rolling.

OPM assigns an identifving CSA number tc
each case upon receipt of records, and in-
forms the annuitant.

So that new retirees are paid as soon as
possible, OPM usually places them in a spec-
ial pay status usually about 10 workdavs
after receiving records and it is clear that
an annuity is in order.

If for some reason it takes partial pavy-
ment longer than from four to six weeks to
begin and a personal hardship exits, contact
OPM. If no hardship is involved, however,
it's a good idea to wait a little while lomg-
er before querying OFM.

Under normal circumstances, partial pay-
ments last from two to three months until
the final rate of pay is established.

In an effort to avoid some of the delays
OPM suggests the following:

* Fille an Application for Retirement, SF-
2801, at least two weeks before the planned
retirement date giving the agency a better
lead time.

* Review your Official Personmel Folder at
least a vear ahead of time to make sure it
is complete and all is in order,

* If military service is involved, make
sure to include a copy of your DD-214 Mili-
tary Discharge Certificate along with your
retirement application.

* Make sure that post-retirement life and
health insurance and survivors benefits are
protected by completing the necessary papers
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before you leave.

After the processing period ends, retir-
ees are sent an Annuity Statement which ex-
plains regular monthly payments and when to
expect them,

If a check is not received within a few
days after it is due, a retiree should first
contact the local Post Office to see if it
has been misdelivered,

Incidentally, by far the biggest reason
for non-delivery of retirement checks is
failure on the part of the annuitant to noti-
fy the Post 0ffice of a change in address.

“Hot” Lines
Can Kill

If you received a new tele-
vision or CB antenna for
Christmas, the words to re-
member when installing
either one are, "Look up!”

Don't touch any type of
wire with your ladder or the
antenna when putting it up
on your house,

Electric power lines criss-
cross most neighborhoods,
and accidental contact with
one could lead to disaster.

Even a tree limb used to get
a kite out of a tree could con-
tain enough moisture to con-
duct electricity.

If you treat every wire as
“hot” and dangerous, you'll
be enjoying the pleasures of
your television set for many
years to come.

Don't raise
any object
without

looking up!




Backyard garden
(From page six)

air. Asked about the effect on navigationm,
he noted that "there is no waterway on the
project site."

The Corps sent notice of the applica-
tion to "interested parties'"--all except one
were government agencies—-and response began
to trickle in, The Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice sent an inspector to the garden and
then filed an objection to "this unauthor-
ized £ill activity." The EPA objected on
grounds that "the cumulative effect of num-
erous small changes" can destroy protected
resources.

Thomas' lawyer rebutted with letters
from the three neighbors closest to the gar-
den.

"The back part of his lot was previ-
ously filled with rubbage," wrote Don Juedes,
one neighbor.

"It was a breeding ground for mosquitos
and rodents," wrote Les Foesch. "It is a
residential lot," wrote Al Buhrandt, "I feel
it will benefit all of the neighborhood."

"The neighbors' comments had some im-
pact," says Knapton, "but I don't think they
would have as much impact as a federal agen-
cy that can take an overall look at a situa-
tion."

On March 4, 1981, Thomas received a re-
gistered letter from the Corps. His new
backyard, the Corps declared, "is not in the
best interest of the public." Thomas could
leave the first 40.71 feet of his yard (the
sewage authority's contribution) in place,
but the remaining eight feet had to go. The
letter threatened "potential imprisonment,
and monetary fines" if Thomas did not comply.

"This project cannot be permitted under
the law," explains Don Kohler, a staff ecolo-
gist in the Corps' St. Paul District, where
the case was handled, "There's no compelling
reason for a person to have eight more feet
of vard at the expense of the nation's
waters...You can't let that kind of precedent
be established.”

"A wetland is what a lot of people
would call a swamp," says Knapton. "It's
the marshy area adjacent to a river or lake,
and it serves an essential purpose. It
cleans the water——filters out the nitrates,
the pollutants that are going to show up in
the lake if they aren't removed. Really,
the place vou need to preserve the wetland
most is in a residential area. If you des-
troy it there, well, the lake has no protec-
tion."

Thomas declares that he has no inten-
tion of taking out the fill.

Europe Division looking for people

A continuing high priority design and
construction program in Europe holds a
bright future for the Europe Division of the
Corps of Engineers (EUD).

Headquartered in Frankfurt, West Ger-
many, the EUD serves as the Department of
the Defense construction agent in Europe.

Currently, EUD has about 1,000 projects
under design or construction valued at two
billion dollars. This workload has rapidly
increased over the past few years and is
expected to continue growing throughout the
1980s.

The EUD is looking for qualified appli-
cants to fill positions which have become
vacant as a result of the three to five vear
tour limitation on Department of the Army
civilians.

Qualified applicants in the civil, mech-
anical, structural and electrical engineering
disciplines; accountants; auditors; contract
specialists; program and management analysts;
and funds control specialists are now being
sought for immediate employment or future
consideration.

While most of the positions are located
at the division headquarters, there are some
openings in area or project office in the
Netherlands, Turkey, and other cities in
Germany.

A three or five year tour with the EUD
not only offers a career challenge, but an
excellent opportunity to travel and see the
world.

A recruiting team will visit the fol-
lowing Corps of Engineers offices: O0Office
of the Chief of Engineers, Washingtom, D.C.,
April 28; Norfelk District, Va., April 29;
Mobile District, Ala., April 30--May 1; Fort
Worth District, Texas, May 4; St. Louis Dis-
trict, Mo., May 5; Omaha District, Neb., May
6; and Seattle District, Wash., May 8.




Nominees wanted in naming facilities

The following letter was recently re-
ceived from Maj. Gen. E.R, Heiberg, III,
director of Civil Works:

"In the past, when the Office of the
Chief of Engineers (0OCE) has had opportuni-
ties to name buildings, vessels, and other
civil works facilities, we have selected a
senior Corps ecivilian or military person to
memorialize. This practice has left unrec-
ognized the backbone of the organizatiom,
the many dedicated, lower ranking individuale
who have served the Corps with distinction
and who have sustained the Corps as one of
the best agencies in government.

"I am, therefore, requesting from all
Corps emplovees nominations of those indivi-
duals who meet the follewlng eriteria for
consideration in the naming of a civil works
facility, structure or vessel.

"The person must be deceased. The per-
son must have been associated direetly with
one or more of the following actions: (1)
saved one or more persons from severe injury
or death in the line of duty; (2} acted to

prevent significant damages to the environ-
ment or manmade structures in an emergency
situation in the line of duty: (3) developed
an innovative technique or method which
significantly enhanced the Corps' ability to
perform its mission; or (4) worked for 20 or
more yvears with the Corps with such dedica-
tion and outstanding service as to warrant
memorialization. The person must have at-
tained a military rank no higher than cap-
tain or a civilian grade no higher than
G5-12 or wage grade equivalent.

"To assist me in screening and coordin-
ating the nominations, T have established an
Ad Hoc Committee in OCE to which all nomina-
tions should be sent. Once the committee
conducts an initial screening, we will be
soliciting more detailed information on the
nominated persons with the appropriate Corps
offices.

"By memorializing a heretofore unrecog-
nized Corps employee, we willl show our appres
ciation for the backbone of the workforce.

1 encourage you to search hard in vour mem-
ory for people worthy of nomination."

USE THIS FORM FOR SUBMITTING ROMINATIONS BY 31 MAY 1981

Dr. Robert Wolff

Chairman, Civil Works Memorialization Committee

Office of the Chief of Engineers
DAEN-CWP

Washington, D. C. 203l&

Mame of Person Nominated:

First

Middle Last

Corps Offices in which Hominee Employed (Complete to extent possible)

Office

Years (19%xx = 19xx)

Brief Warrative Describing Actions Which Qualify Nominee for Consideration:

Highest Rank or Grade Attained with Corpa:

Year of Death of NHominee:

(If Known)

Person Submitting Nemination:

Telephone: ()

_——
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