
2021 
Spring Flood Outlook 

John Wetenkamp
Service Hydrologist/Meteorologist

NWS La Crosse, WI 
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Last Year This Year

Soil moisture is much lower this year.  Last years soil moisture ranking 
was near the 99 percentile across much of the Upper Mississippi River 
Basin.  That  ranking is near normal this year or slightly below in some 
spots.   
Less potential for runoff this year. What about frost depth? 
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February 3,2020
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January 27,2021
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Breakdown for 
La Crosse, WI
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Long range outlook 
based on conditions 
on 12/21/2020.

< 50% chance of 
Chance of Flooding 
across entire area 

First Spring Flood 
Outlook: 2/11/2021
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Potential Spring
Flooding Factors

Impact to 
Potential Spring 

Flooding

River Levels Normal Levels

Soil Moisture Near to Below
Normal

Winter 
Precipitation

Near to Below 
Normal

Snowpack/Liquid 
Equivalent

Below Normal

Rate of Snowmelt Unknown

Frost Depth Shallow Frost

Spring
Precipitation

Unknown
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JOHN.WETENKAMP@NOAA.GOV
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