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LEADERSHIP UPDATES
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BUDGET OUTLOOK

Congresswoman Angie Craig advocates for FY20 workplan

funding to enable Minnesota River dredging during a 09 January 

2020 House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on 

Water Resources and Environment hearing in Washington, D.C. 

focused on a 2020 WRDA.

• FY21 Budget Release: 10 February 2020

• FY20 Work Plan Release: In the coming weeks
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REVOLUTIONIZE USACE CIVIL WORKS
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A LOOK BACK TO 2019
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EXPERIENCING A UNIQUE WINTER

Flows have remained high all winter. 

Dealing with ice jams caused from the 

varying temperatures paired with the 

high flows. 



8

BUILDING STRONG®
and Taking Care of People!

PREPARING FOR A CHALLENGING SPRING 2020

Probable

• Spring melt happens to be mild and drawn out (like last year). Ice jamming areas melt 
and dissipate before runoff arrives. An average amount of additional precipitation is 
received. All locks pull gates at some point. The locks remain open to navigation. SAF 
flood gate is used briefly.

Possible

• Spring melt happens at an average rate. Ice jamming is an issue in some areas 
but dissipate quickly and with little impact. An average amount of additional 
precipitation is received. All locks pull gates. All locks require some flood action 
(like last year). Locks 4 and 3 close to navigation briefly (maybe a handful of 
days). SAF flood gate is used for an extended period.

Unthinkable

• Spring melt happens quickly. Ice jammed areas inundated unpredictably. Above 
average amount of precipitation is received. All locks pull gates early. Additional flood 
action needed at lock sites beyond what was done last year. Locks 4 and 3 are closed 
to navigation for extended periods. Other locks closed for a handful of days (Locks 5A 
and 10 are next most likely). SAF flood gate is used for perhaps the entire event

The entire basin has 

experienced higher than 

normal baseflow and fall 

flows. Many sites have set 

seasonal records 

throughout the basin. What 

can we expect this spring?
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CURRENT PROBABILISTIC FORECAST: WINONA

Current Simulation
Historical Simulation

Impacts

70-75%

5-10%
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People

Infrastructure

Channel Maintenance

Technology

Partnerships

The 9-foot  Navigation Project is 

approaching 100-years in service; we 

are setting our sights on preparing for 

the next century of relevant and 

reliable operation to support our 

nation’s competitive advantage.
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RESILIENT NAVIGATION: PEOPLE
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RESILIENT NAVIGATION: INFRASTRUCTURE

Tow Rail Replacement at Lock and 

Dam #9
Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam
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RESILIENT NAVIGATION: CHANNEL MAINTENANCE
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Pool 2

Upper Pool Approach: Transfer sediment to local partner for 

beneficial use. Non-standard estate agreement required.

Lower Pool Approach: Acquire Lower Grey Cloud Island pit 

through a successful negotiation.

Next Steps: Finalize report based on recent comment period.

DREDGED MATERIAL MANAGEMENT PLANS

Pool 5

Approach: Site acquisition from a willing seller

Next Steps: Finalize real-estate actions and prepare to 

implement plan.

Pool 4

Approach: Pursue a 217(d) agreement with Wabasha Port 

Authority

Next Steps: Late spring 2020 draft report release for public 

comment.

Pool 6

Approach: Beneficial use opportunities and site acquisition 

through a successful negotiation.

Next Steps: Public release of Tentatively Selected Plan 

(TSP), to include a public meeting on 11 February 2020.
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RESILIENT NAVIGATION: TECHNOLOGY
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RESILIENT NAVIGATION: PARTNERSHIPS

RIAC
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Headlines

• FY21 Budget Release

• FY20 Workplan

• Spring 2020 flooding outlook

Challenges

• Minnesota River dredging

• Persistent high-water

• Aging infrastructure

• Dredged material management

ST. PAUL DISTRICT FUTURE OUTLOOK

Opportunities

• Resilient Navigation

• Tribal Partnership Program

• Public Assistance to States

• Interagency Support

Important Dates

• Pool 6 DMMP Public Meeting (11 February)

• Spring D.C. Congressional Visits (Week of 30 March)

• USACE Business Opportunities Open House (27 May)

• REP Kind / REP Hagedorn Visits to Locks and Dams (TBD)

• Upper St. Anthony Falls Disposition Study (Early Summer)
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QUESTIONS AND DIALOG


