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Information for File # 2012-00894-LED 
 
Applicant    Lake Superior – Poplar River Water District 

Corps Contact   Leslie Day 

Address    1554 Highway 2, Suite 2 
     Two Harbors, Minnesota 55616 

E-Mail    leslie.e.day@usace.army.mil 

Phone     651-290-5693 

Primary County   Cook County, Minnesota 

Section    Sections 28 and 33 

Township    T. 60N. 

Range     R. 3W. 

Information Complete On  March 20, 2013 

Posting Expires On   April 16, 2013 

Authorization Type   Regional General Permit – 003 – Minnesota 
 
This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   
 
Project  
 
Project Description and Purpose: In 2012, the Minnesota legislature created a rural water 
district in Lutsen, Minnesota called the Lake Superior – Poplar River Water District, 
herein known as the Water District. The Water District is proposing to construct a water 
pipeline and pumping station from Lake Superior to the Lutsen Mountains Resort for the 
purpose of providing local potable water, water for snowmaking at the Lutsen Mountains 
(LM), irrigation water to Superior National at Lutsen Golf Course (SNL), and access by 
local fire departments. 
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The pressure of the current use of water by LM and SNL from the Poplar River is 
affecting the River’s water levels during certain times of the year and during low flow 
conditions. In addition, by providing a public water supply accessible by the public, the 
project would reduce pressure on the underground aquifer stemming from heavy use by 
private wells. 
 
The construction of the utility would include the following actions: 

1) The construction of an approximately 2.2-mile-long water pipeline from Lutsen 
Mountains to Lake Superior; 

2) The construction of a 30-foot by 20-foot pump house building; 
3) The construction of an 80-foot-long access road to the pump house. 

 
Name, Area and Types of Waters Subject to Loss:  
The construction of the pump house building would result in the permanent discharge of 
fill material in 1,209 square feet (0.03 acres) of shrub-carr (Type 6) wetlands. The 
construction of the access road would result in the permanent discharge of fill material in 
475 square feet (0.01 acres) of sedge meadow (Type 2) wetlands.  
 
The construction of the pipeline itself would involve the temporary discharge of dredged 
and fill material in 21,589 square feet (0.5 acres) of wetlands (11,755 square feet (0.27 
acres) of hardwood and coniferous swamp (Type 7), 4,818 square feet (0.11 acres) of wet 
meadow (Type 2), and 5,016 square feet (0.12 acres) of shallow open water (Type 5) 
wetlands) and 2,480 square feet (0.06 acres) of the Poplar River, associated with trench 
and backfill activities. The corridor would be restored to pre-construction contours and 
elevations, with the excavated topsoil replaced at the surface, and seeded with a native 
wetland seed mix. The corridor would be allowed to naturally revegetate back to wet 
meadow and shallow open water wetlands but would not be allowed to revegetate back to 
forested wetlands due to the danger of tree roots to the pipeline. In addition, the trenched 
area through shallow open water wetlands (Type 5) would involve the installation of 
riprap following pipeline construction. 
 
The project would involve laying 101-linear feet of pipe on the bed of Lake Superior. The 
project would include grading and the discharge of riprap in Lake Superior for the 
installation of the intake pipe.  
 
Alternatives Considered: 
Alternatives considered by the applicant included not building the pipeline, constructing a 
water storage facility, utilizing existing water wells, and constructing new water wells. 
 
Avoidance and minimization efforts outlined by the applicant include: utilizing a 
previously-disturbed, cleared corridor; utilizing ductile iron pipe to reduce the width of 
trenching required; minimizing the construction limits from the typical 80-feet-wide to 
25-feet-wide at wetland crossings; and shifting the proposed pipeline alignment within 
the easement area to avoid and minimize wetland crossings. 
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Compensatory Mitigation: 
Compensatory mitigation for the approximately 0.04 acres of permanent wetland impacts 
and 0.5 acres of temporary wetland impacts in Bank Service Area (BSA) 1 would be 
required for the project under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  The applicant has 
indicated that they investigating Corps approved mitigation credits in Bank Service Areas 
1 and 2 for use as compensation for these unavoidable impacts to waters of the United 
States. Purchasing credits from BSA 1 or 2, permanent fill impacts would be mitigated at 
a ratio of 1:1; temporary pipeline impacts where wet meadow and shallow open water 
wetland types would be restored would be mitigated at a ratio of 0.1:1, and pipeline 
impacts which would result in the permanent conversion of forested wetlands would be 
mitigated at a ratio of 0.5:1. In this manner, a total of 0.2 credits would be purchased. 
 
Drawings See attached. 
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