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Information for File #2013-04728-BGO 
 

Applicant:  David Rudningen 

Corps Contact:  Benjamin Orne 

Address:  180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1678 

E-Mail:  benjamin.g.orne@usace.army.mil  

Phone:  (651) 290-5280 

Primary County:  Swift County 

Section:  1, 2, and 12 

Township:  122N. 

Range:  37W. 

Information Complete On:  January 23, 2014 

Posting Expires On:  February 3, 2014 

Authorization Type:  LOP-05-MN 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 

Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 

have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 

by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 

result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 

and compensatory mitigation requirements identified below.  

 

Project Description 
 

The applicant proposes to discharge dredged and fill material for the installation of new 

drainage tile and associated infrastructure that will effectively drain and convert three 

seasonally flooded wetland basins and two shrub-carr wetland basins to non-wetland. 

 

Direct impacts resulting from the proposed project would be limited to soil disturbance 

associated with the installation of drainage tile and other attendant features such as 

surface inlets and outlets.  Installation of drainage tile typically involves use of either a 

tile plow or excavator.  The secondary effect of drainage resulting from the installation of 

sufficient and appropriately sized perforated drainage tile is expected to result in the 
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permanent loss of functions provided by the five wetland basins.  It is assumed that the 

installation of perforated drainage tile will completely remove wetland hydrology thus 

resulting in the permanent loss of 0.5 acre of seasonally flooded (Type 1) wetlands and 

0.3 acre of shrub-carr (Type 6) wetlands. 

 

As shown on the attached Certified Wetland Determination maps, the impacted wetlands 

would include: 

 

W8 – 0.1 acre shrub-carr wetland basin (currently not cropped) 

 

W9 – 0.2 acre shrub-carr wetland basin (currently not cropped) 

 

FWP11 – 0.2 acre seasonally flooded wetland basin (currently partially drained 

and cropped) 

 

W18 – 0.1 acre seasonally flooded wetland basin (currently cropped under natural 

conditions) 

 

W19 – 0.2 acre seasonally flooded wetland basin (currently cropped under natural 

conditions) 

 

Alternatives Considered 
 

The applicant has considered the following alternatives: 

 

1. Do nothing, continue to farm point rows and decreased yields caused by 

continued traffic on crop. 

 

2. Drain wetlands up to NRCS zone of influence, farm the wetlands when able 

degrading wetlands with continued cultivation, spraying for weeds and increased 

erosion. 

 

3. Install tile improve farm operation and mitigate wetlands with high quality 

approved wetland credits using the State Bank. 

 

Federally-listed Threatened and Endangered Species 
 

According to the USFWS Midwest Region website, which was checked on January 21, 

2014, the Northern long-eared bat (proposed as endangered), Dakota skipper (proposed 

as threatened), and Poweshiek skipperling (proposed as endangered) are found in Swift 

County, Minnesota. 
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Historic Properties 
 

The latest version of the National Register of Historic Places has been consulted and no 

listed properties (known to be eligible for inclusion, or included in the Register) are 

located in the project area. 

 

State Listed Impaired (Section 303(d)) Waters 
 

According to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Impaired Waters Viewer, which 

was checked on January 21, 2014, County Ditch 15 is listed as an Impaired River/Stream 

for aquatic life due to fishes bioassessments.  The overall condition is described as “may 

not support a thriving community of fish and other aquatic organisms, as indicated by 

fish population assessments”.  County Ditch 15 is a tributary to Mud Creek which is 

listed as an Impaired River/Stream for aquatic life due to fishes bioassessments, dissolved 

oxygen and aquatic macroinvertebrate bioassessments.  The overall condition is 

described as “may not support a thriving community of fish and other aquatic organisms, 

as indicated by fish population assessments and insufficient dissolved oxygen and 

macroinvertebrate population assessments”. 

 

Drainage water from W8, W9, and FWP 11 would flow into an unnamed tributary to 

Mud Creek and drainage water from W18 and W19 would flow into County Ditch 15. 

 

Compensatory Mitigation 
 

The applicant proposes to satisfy wetland compensatory mitigation requirements by 

debiting Corps-approved credits from Minnesota Wetland Bank account #1446 (Hoppe), 

serving Bank Service Area 9. 

 

Drawings See attached. 
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