' STATUS UPDATE FOR POOLS 6 AND 9

: Pool 6 Update

Project Description

The St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers, in coop-
eration with the Water Level Management Task
Force (WLMTF), is proposing to implement a mi-
nor drawdown of Pool 6 in the summer of 2003,
The drawdown at Lock and Dam 6 was originally
proposed between 0.5 to 1.0 foot below the normal
elevation of 644.5 mean sea level (msl) with maxi-
mum drawdown at Winona of 0.5 foot or 4.9 on the
Winona gage. A drawdown in this range would ex-
pose between 500 and 1000 acres of mudflats to fa-
vorable conditions for the growth and reproduction
of a vital aquatic vegetation, particularly emergent
vegetation. These vegetation beds are important as
food and shelter for most fish and wildlife popula-
tions on the river. The drawdown is proposed to be
conducted between June 16, 2003, and September
15, 2003, when river discharges are between

26,000 and 71,000 cubic feet per second (cfs).

The decision concerning the level of drawdown to
implement within this range depends on navigation
channel depth surveys and main channel dredging
during the spring of 2003. The decision also fac-
tors in comments provided at public meetings and
the written comment period.

As a result of public comments brought forward
about recreational access depth in Straight Slough
the proposed drawdown level has been altered.

The Water Level Management Task Force now
proposes a compromise to reduce water levels at
the dam between 0.5 and 1.0 foot without any
drawdown at the Winona Gage. Low gage reading
at Winona is 5.4 and the managed water levels for
the drawdown go below that level. This plan can
be implemented when flows are between 33,000 cfs
and 71,000 cfs so it would limit the chance of pro-
viding favorable conditions for the drawdown from
50% to 35%.

The effects on commercial navigation facilities in
Pool 6 would be expected to be minimal as this
type of development is all located in the upper por-
tion of the pool, where the no effects of the draw-
down will be experienced. Main channel dredging
in the spring of 2003 will also help insure adequate
depths in the navigation channel and will not add
cost to the drawdown, as it will occur whether or
not the drawdown is implemented.

The recreational access points have been assessed
for depth, and most should remain functional with
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the drawdown. The new proposed drawdown sce-
cess problems for Straight Slough.
Coordination

The recommended drawdown was planned and co-
ordinated through the Water Level Management
Task Force of the River Resources Forum. Thus,
all of the key river resource management agencies,
especially the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the various State Departments of Natural Re-
sources, were involved in the planning process.

A public meeting was held on February 12, 2003,
in Winona, Minnesota. The meeting was attended
by 20 members of the public. Meeting attendees
were generally supportive of the drawdown or neu-
tral. A few individuals expressed concern with the
potential for the drawdown to affect boat access in
the lower end of Straight Slough at about river mile
726.5. The amount of drawdown was adjusted
based on these comments. An additional public
meeting was held on April 8, 2003, in Trem-
pealeau, WI. Meeting attendees were supportive of
the proposed drawdown.

The letter report and environmental assessment
were sent to affected and interested agencies, or-
ganizations, media, and libraries. In addition, a no-
tice of availability was sent to approximately 130
private citizens.

For Further Information

Gretchen Benjamin

WI Dept. of Natural Resources

3550 Mormon Coulee Rd

La Crosse, WI 54601  (608) 785-9982

Tim Schlagenhaft

MN Dept. of Natural Resources
1801 South Oak Street
Lake City, MN 55041 (651) 345-3365
Bob Dreslein
District Manager
USFWS — Winona
51 E. 4" St. Rm. 101
Winona, MN 55987  (507) 454-7351

Jeff DeZellar

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — St. Paul District
190 E. Fifth St.

St. Paul, MN 55101  (651) 290-5433



Pool 9 Update
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Project Description

The St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers, in coopera-
tion with the Water Level Management Task Force
(WLMTF), is proposing to implement a minor draw-
down of Pool 9 (1.0 foot), with the constraint of no
drawdown at the Lansing gage, or 7.7 gage reading.
The drawdown is proposed to be conducted between
June 16, 2003, and September 15, 2003, if river dis-
charges are between 43,000 and 55,000 cubic feet
per second.

The project objective is to expose mudflats and cre-
ate conditions favorable for the reproduction,
growth, and vitality of emergent plant species. These
exposed mudflats will also undergo chemical and
physical changes as a result of the drying process. In
Pool 9, a 1.0-foot drawdown will expose 500 to 750
acres to these positive benefits for fish and wildlife
habitat.

Due to an Alliant Energy barge fleeting site, the
drawdown can only be fully maintained when dis-
charges are between 43,000 and 55,000 cubic feet
per second (cfs). The probability of having these
conditions in any given year is small, less than 5%.
However, even with this constraint, river managers
and scientists believe that the drawdown should be
attempted to provide habitat benefits, to assess the
actual impacts at Alliant Energy, and to determine if
the computer-generated acreage for exposed mud-
flats is accurate.

A one-foot drawdown may create some navigation
problems for both commercial and recreational use

volved in the planning process.

A public meeting was held on February 6, 2003, in
Lansing, lowa. The meeting was attended by 30
members of the public, and attendees were generally
supportive of the drawdown or neutral. A few indi-
viduals expressed concern with any potential effects
on Big Lake (located upstream of Lansing), which
will not be affected by the drawdown.

The draft Letter Report/Environmental Assessment
was sent to affected and interested agencies, organi-
zations, media and libraries. In addition, a notice of
availability was sent to approximately 185 private
citizens.

For Further Information

Gretchen Benjamin

WI Dept. of Natural Resources

3550 Mormon Coulee Road
LaCrosse, WI 54601  608) 785-9982

Mike Griffin

IA Dept of Natural Resources
206 Rose Street
Bellevue, IA 52031 (563) 872-5700
John Lindell

District Manager
USFWS — McGregor
P.O. Box 460.
McGregor, IA 52157  (563) 873-3423
Jeff DeZellar

USACE - St. Paul District

190 5th Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101 (651) 290-5433

of Pool 9, but most are manageable. A marginal nar-
rowing of the navigation channel in an area about 12
miles upstream from Lock and Dam 9 is a potential.
However, channel surveys will be conducted prior to
drawdown to assure proper depth in the main chan-
nel. The potential impact at Alliant Energy should
be minimized or eliminated by restricting the draw-
down to the narrow range river flows and by main-
taining a minimum water elevation of 620.0 at the
Lansing control point.

The recreational access points have been assessed for

Point of Reference for these articles
River Flows on April 16, 2003

Lock and Dam 6 = 24,800 cfs
(cubic feet per second)
Lock and Dam 9 = 31.700 cfs
(cubic feet per second)

Follow river flows on the St. Paul District website.
www.mvp-we.usace.army.mil Click on the map section cor-
responding to the portion of river of your interest.

depth, and most should remain functional with the

drawdown. Two facilities that may be affected more
than others are Harris Boat Harbor at Lynxville, Wis-
consin and Hyetman’s landing on the Iowa side.

Coordination

The proposed drawdown was planned and coordi-
nated through the Water Level Management Task
Force of the River Resources Forum. Thus, all of the
key river resource management agencies, especially
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the various
State Departments of Natural Resources, were in-
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