Volume 8, Issue |

Friday, January 24, 2.5 .3

Although the formal evaluation of the drawdown of evaluated to determine the implications of conduct-

Pool 8, near La Crosse W1, is not yet comiplete, it
has been judged successful. Therefore the Water
Level Management Task Force (WLMTF) has been
looking at where and to what extent, other water
level reductions can be done.

Al the Mid-December WLMTF meeting it was de-
cided to further investigate "minor drawdowns" for
Pools 6 and 9, meaning a water level reduction at
the dam of 1-foot or less. Originally ten pools were
screened for their potential for a minor drawdown.
Pools 6 and 9 ranked the highest because they will
require little to no dredging to maintain commercial
navigation and there will be a benefit to the habitat
in the lower portion of both of those pools. (See de-
tails on page 2.)

The next phase will include examination of other
recreational and commercial navigation impacts
that may result from a I-foot drawdown. Equally
important, public meetings have been scheduled to
provide an opportunity for the public to provide
comments on these two projects. (More meeting
information on this page.) If you cannot attend the
meeting, please contact one of the people on the
back of this newsletter with any comments or con-
cems.

If the results from this phase are within the accept-
able limits and other necessary preparations are
completed by late spring, one or both of these pools
may be drawn down this summer.

The task force also decided that Pool 5 will be fur-
ther evaluated as the preferred site for the next ma-
jor drawdown, with a | to 4-foot drawdown being

considered. The investigation will build on an as-

sortment of data that has already been collected for
that pool. (See details on Page 2.) In addition, the
task force decided that Pools 5a, 6, and 9 would be

ing a major drawdown on those pools. This will
provide ultematives if implementation of the draw-
down in Pool 5 has to be delayed for an extended
peniod of nme.
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Next Steps for a Major Drawdown

A major drawdown is being considered for Pool 5,
similar to the drawdown conducted in Pool 8 during
the summers of 2001 and 2002. Duning the evalua-
tion phase for the Pool 8 drawdown, a | to 3-foot re-
duction at the dam was considered. The 1.5-foot op-
tion was selected as the best alternative and was sub-
sequently implemented during the summers of 2001
and 2002.

For Pool 5, a drawdown ranging from | to 4-feet at
Lock and Dam 5 is being evaluated. Since draw-
down effects gradually decrease moving upstream,
the drawdown at the upper end of Pool 5 (near Alma,
WI) would range from 0.6 o 1.8 feet. Drawdowns
of this magnitude will have the following effects:

® Require additonal dredging to maintain the navi-
gation channel.

® Expose substantial portions of river bottom for
emergent aquatic plant colomization (1,000 to

4000 acres).

® Impact other river use 0 some degree such as
recreational boating.

All of these and a number of other factors will be
considered in making a decision conceming a draw-
down in Pool 5. The first series of public mestings
addressing a Pool 3 drawdown can be expected in
Apnil or May 2003. The task force will soon update
the website (www.mvp.usace.army.mil keyword —
drawdown) 50 you can access current information
about Pool 3. If you would like to be involved in the
Pool 5 drawdown study please contact Tim Schia-
genhait using the information on the back of this
newsletter.

The earliest a Pool 3 drawdown could be imple-
mented is the summer of 2004, but it is mare likely
t0 occur in 2003 when it is a potential budget item
for the Corps of Engineers.

Minor Drawdowns for Pools 6 and 9 — A Possibility for this Summer

The type of drawdown being considered for Pools 6
and 9 is referred 1o as a “minor drawdown” whereby
the water level at the dam will be reduced | foot or
less. The =ffects of this limited water level reduction
would only be evident just above the dam. This is be-
cause the effects of a drawdown gradually decrease
upstream from the dam due to the slope of the pool.
Consequently, the reduction at the upper end of these
pools will be a few tenths of a foot or none at all.

During the initial investigation the task force deter-
mined that additional dredging to maintain depths in
the navigation channe! for commercial transportation
would be minimal, if necessary at all. The next
phase of the investigation will be to determine if
other recreational or commercial facilities will be im-
pacted by a minor drawdown. Public meetings, to
discuss the possibility of a minor drawdown of these
pools is also an important component of this phase.
If the results are favorable these drawdowns could be
implemented as soon as the summer of 2003.
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Since the drawdowns would be limited in scale. the
areas of riverbed exposed for colonization by emer-
gent aquatic vegetation would also be limited.
Therefore the primary purpose of implementing
these drawdowns in Pools 6 and 9 is to assess what
habitat bene-
fits can be
achieved
with these
small scale
efforts, with
little or no
cost, and
minimal ef-
fects on other
river uses.

Water Level Management Update




Page 3

 Pool 6

mpealeau

Lock and Dam 6 .
%; La Crosse

MINNESOTA ~§

Pool 9
Lansing
Lock and Damy——— 5

Lynxville

I0WA Prairie du Chien
3
i
Guttenberg ¥
zu 0 20 40 Miles
e —

Water Level Management Update




