
SPONSOR:
Tallgrass Land 
Conservation – Sun 
Prairie

Public Notice
ISSUED: July 28, 2015
EXPIRES: August 28, 2015

REFER TO: 2014-02872-SEK SECTION: 404 - Clean Water Act

1. WETLAND COMPENSATORY MITIGATION BANK PROPOSAL

2. SPECIFIC INFORMATION.

SPONSOR’S ADDRESS: Tallgrass Land Conservation
3250 N. Arlington Heights Road, Suite 104
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

PROJECT LOCATION:  The project site is located in Sec. 31, T. 8N., R. 11E., Dane County,
Wisconsin. The approximate UTM coordinates are 16, E 318449.69958, N 4776143.78807. Latitude 
43.11627, Longitude -89.231557.

BANK SERVICE AREA: The proposed bank service area is the Rock Bank Service Area in 
Wisconsin.

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:    The sponsor is proposing to develop Tallgrass Land Conservation –
Sun Prairie Wetland Mitigation Bank. The proposed bank site is approximately 52.4 acres in size,
including upland buffer areas, as shown in drawing labeled 2015-02872-SEK p. 5 of 7.

Current land use, including adjacent properties - Portions of the bank site are currently being or 
recently have been farmed. Other portions have been intermittently farmed over the past 30 years when 
hydrologic conditions allowed. Most recently, the vast majority of the site is a monoculture of reed 
canary grass, which is cut for hay in drier portions of the bank site. In addition, there are 0.9 acre of 
remnant marsh/wet to wet mesic prairie and approximately 10.6 acres of degraded sedge meadow/wet 
to wet mesic prairie plant communities.

Modifications proposed to restore, establish, enhance and/or preserve wetlands on the bank site - The 
broad objectives of the Bank are to improve six wetland functions at the Bank site: floristic integrity, 
wildlife habitat, fish and aquatic life habitat (for amphibians and aquatic invertebrates), storm and 
floodwater storage, water quality protection, and groundwater processes. These objectives would be 
met by removing land from agricultural use and restoring wetland and non-wetland areas through re-
stablishment and rehabilitation.

The specific objectives of the Bank are to: 1) restore a reed canary grass-dominated fresh (wet) 
meadow with native, hydrophytic vegetation of marsh, sedge meadow, native grass dominated fresh 
(wet) meadow, and wet to wet mesic prairie communities; 2) preserve and restore existing wetlands 
and native plant communities; 3) dissipate stormwater originating from upstream agricultural and 
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industrial lands; 4) infiltrate more stormwater on-site by retaining it for a longer period of time; and 5) 
provide site improvements that will provide for habitat for wildlife, fish, and aquatic life.

The proposed communities and acreage are as follows:
• 1.5 acres of shallow marsh would be restored by rehabilitation.
• 0.6 acres of sedge meadow would be restored by re-establishment.
• 10.5 acres of sedge meadow would be restored by rehabilitation.
• 1.7 acres of fresh (wet) meadow would be restored by re-establishment.
• 15 acres of fresh (wet) meadow would be restored by rehabilitation.
• 7.9 acres of wet to wet-mesic prairie would be restored by re-establishment.
• 4.7 acres of wet to wet-mesic prairie would be restored by rehabilitation.
• 10.5 acres of vegetated buffer would be established.

The sponsor states that changes in hydrology are possible because of the geomorphic position of the 
bank site. By filling in shallow ditches on-site and creating small check dams, more water will be 
retained within the southern portion of the bank site. The already constricted outlet from the wetland to 
downstream surface waters can be addressed at a single point with a water control structure. The bank 
site is bordered to the north and south sides by slopes, which ensures that improving wetland functions 
at the site will not adversely impact neighboring lands at the higher elevations. To the west is an 
extension of the wetland and to the east is a drainage ditch that channelizes the water that leaves the 
site. Invasive species control will be managed using multiple approaches including: selective herbicide
applications will be applied on targeted species on a routine as needed basis; controlled burning will be 
utilized; and a strategic planting schedule will be utilized to allow the continuation of invasive species 
control while native plants are establishing. Most of the proposed sedge meadow and wet to wet-mesic 
prairie communities can be managed with the aid of machinery. The proposed marsh communities will 
need to be managed on foot, due to the depth of surface water throughout the year combined with 
tussocks left by sedges prior to reed canary grass infestation.

The sponsor has proposed that the bank site will generate credits at the following ratios: 
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Long-term management of the site: The owners of the property, Paul and Alyssa Stang, have entered 
into a contract with Tallgrass Land Conservation – Sun Prairie whereby they will put a conservation 
easement on the property to be used as the Bank. The easement will effectively restrict harmful 
activities that might otherwise jeopardize the purpose of the bank site. The Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources will hold the easement on the Bank. The Stangs will retain ownership of the 
property and the sponsor will serve as the Long Term Steward for a period of 5 years after the Bank 
has met the full performance standards. The bank sponsor has proposed that after this time, further 
long-term management would be performed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources. A Long Term Care Fund will be established by the bank sponsor to help fund the long-term 
management needs of the Bank. 

SURROUNDING LAND USE:  The bank site is surrounded by farmland and there is a small amount 
of residential, commercial, and industrial land uses to the south that drain to the property. Proposed, 
future surrounding land uses, according to the Town of Sun Prairie Comprehensive Plan 2003-2023,
include expansion of residential, commercial, and industrial to the south of the property and 
continuation of agriculture and open space to the north, west, and east. The sponsor states the future 
land uses will likely contribute more water to the bank site, thus ensuring a reliable, long-term water 
source for the wetland.

COORDINATION WITH RESOURCE AGENCIES:  This project is being coordinated with the 
following members of the Interagency Review Team (IRT) and other resource agencies:
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

3. REPLIES/COMMENTS.

Interested parties are invited to submit to this office written facts, arguments, or objections within 30 
days of the date of this notice.  These statements should bear upon the suitability of the location and 
the adequacy of the project and should, if appropriate, suggest any changes believed to be desirable.  
Comments received may be forwarded to the applicant. A copy of the full prospectus submitted by the 
Sponsor is available to the public for review upon request.

Replies may be addressed to Regulatory Branch, St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers, 
20711Watertown Road, Suite F, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53186.

Or, IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT, call Anthony Jernigan at the Waukesha 
field office of the Corps, telephone number 651-290-5729.

To receive Public Notices by e-mail, go to: http://mvp-extstp/list_server/ and add your information in 
the New Registration Box.

4. FEDERALLY-LISTED THREATENED OR ENDANGERED WILDLIFE OR PLANTS OR 
THEIR CRITICAL HABITAT.
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None were identified by the bank sponsor or are known to exist in the action area.  However, Dane 
County is within the known historic range for the following Federally-listed species:

Northern Long-Eared Bat Hibernates in caves and mines – swarming in surrounding 
wooded areas in autumn.  Roosts and forages in upland forests 
during spring and summer.

Higgins eye pearly mussel Lower Wisconsin River

Sheepnose Shallow areas in larger rivers and streams

Eastern prairie fringed orchid Wet grasslands

Mead’s Milkweed Upland Tallgrass prairie or glade/barren habitat

This notice is being coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Any comments it may have 
concerning Federally-listed threatened or endangered wildlife or plants or their critical habitat will be 
considered in our final assessment of the described work.

5. JURISDICTION.

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps jurisdiction 
under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We have made a preliminary determination that any 
aquatic resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of 
Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional 
determination could result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland 
impacts. Because this project is a mitigation bank, any required compensatory mitigation would be 
accounted for in the credit yield calculations. Any regulated discharges associated with 
implementation of a final approved bank plan could likely be authorized by regional general permit if
the bank plan is approved before any regulated discharge occurs.  Any approved jurisdictional 
determination needed may be made prior to reaching a decision, and will be posted on the St. Paul 
District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.

6. HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL.

The Corps will review information on known cultural resources and/or historic properties within and 
adjacent to the project area.  The Corps will also consider the potential effects of the project on any 
properties that have yet to be identified.  The results of this review and the Corps’ determination of 
effect will be coordinated with the State Historic Preservation Officer independent of this public 
notice.  Any adverse effects on historic properties will be resolved prior to the Corps authorization, or 
approval, of the work in connection with this project.  
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7. PUBLIC HEARING REQUESTS.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public 
hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state, in detail, the 
reasons for holding a public hearing.  A request may be denied if substantive reasons for holding a 
hearing are not provided or if there is otherwise no valid interest to be served.

Tamara E. Cameron, 
Chief, Regulatory Branch

Enclosure(s)



Exhibit 1
Bank Service Areas

Map Created by Kristin Longman, Tallgrass Restoration
Data Sources: Wisconsin DNR
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Exhibit 3
Aerial Map
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Maps Created by Kristin Longman, Tallgrass Restoration
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Data Sources: Wisconsin DNR, USGS, FEMA and USDA

Exhibit 4
Soils Map
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Exhibit 5
Topographic Map
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Exhibit 6
Proposed Plant Communities

¯

Map Created by Kristin Longman, Tallgrass Restoration
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Exhibit 7
Restoration Credits Map
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Exhibit 8
Historical Vegetation

Maps Created by Kristin Longman, Tallgrass Restoration
Data Sources:Dane County Pre-Settlement Map, USGS
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