
SPONSOR: Public Notice
ISSUED: February 27, 2014
EXPIRES: March 29, 2014

REFER TO: SECTION:404 - Clean Water Act

1. WETLAND COMPENSATORY MITIGATION BANK PROPOSAL.

2. SPECIFIC INFORMATION.

SPONSOR’S ADDRESS: City of Mayer
413 Bluejay Avenue
Mayer, Minnesota 55360

SPONSOR’S AGENT: Kjolhaug Environmental Services Company, Inc.
26105 Wild Rose Lane
Shorewood, Minnesota  55331

BANK SERVICE AREA: The proposed bank site is located in the watershed of the South Fork of the
Crow River, which is within Bank Service Area 7.

PROJECT LOCATION:  The project site is located in Sec. 6, T. 116 N., R. 25 W., Carver County, 
Minnesota; latitude: 44.88414 and longitude: -93.88728.

DESCRIPTION of PROJECT:  The sponsor is proposing to develop the Mayer Wetland Bank, which 
would be approximately 21.2 acres is size.

CURRENT LAND USE: The earliest aerial photography shows that the site has been in agricultural 
use for many decades, primarily for hay production. It is a depressional feature predominately mapped 
as Houghton muck (hydric) bordered by a narrow band of hydric mineral soils and then smaller yet 
areas of non-hydric mineral soils. Approximately 15.5 acres of degraded, partially-drained, wetlands 
dominated by reed canary grass currently exist within the site.

SURROUNDING LAND USE: Adjacent land uses include the Dakota Regional Trail and residential 
development on the north, Carver County Highway 25 and residential/commercial development on the
west, an industrial park and stormwater pond to the south, and agricultural fields to the east. 

MODIFICATIONS PROPOSED TO RESTORE, ESTABLISH, ENHANCE and/or PRESERVE 
WETLANDS: The sponsor proposes to restore approximately 16.4 acres of wetlands by: (1)
eliminating the existing tile system that currently serves to partially drain the site; and (2) establishing 
plant communities dominated by native/non-invasive species.
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Historically, this wetland depressional basin received surface water runoff from approximately 710
acres. Significant portions of this drainage area are currently tiled into and through the wetland basin. 

The tile lines are broken in several locations – some of this water discharges into the wetland and some 
of it bypasses the wetland via the tile system. Proposed restoration would be accomplished by disabling 
tile lines to allow surface water flows from approximately 280 acres to flow into the basin. 
Additionally, a water control structure would be installed at the outlet on the north end of the basin. 
Run-off calculations show that this should be sufficient to restore the hydrology of a typical shallow 
marsh plant community.  

An existing tile line that drains agricultural lands to the east would be re-routed along the eastern and 
northern portions of the site. This is necessary to maintain existing drainage for those agricultural 
fields. 

A non-perforated pipe would be installed through the site to convey stormwater from the residential 
development to the west through the bank site. Currently, stormwater from this source is being carried 
through the wetland basin within a degraded concrete tile line.

The outlet for the existing stormwater pond to the southwest is proposed to be raised to elevation 
957.8, which would be 0.3 feet above the projected normal water elevation for the proposed restored 
wetland (elevation 957.5).  Hydrologic evaluations show that the proposed restored wetland would be 
merged with the existing stormwater pond during the 2-year, 24-hour or greater storm event.
Separation of the stormwater pond and the wetland proposed to be restored is an issue needing further 
evaluation.

Vegetation management would first involve removal/control of existing stands of reed canary grass.
This would be followed by applying appropriate native seed mixes. Target vegetation is approximately 
6.2 acres of shallow marsh and 10.2 acres of wet meadow. Proposed final performance standards are 
>75 percent total vegetative areal cover by native/non-invasive species. 

Additionally, approximately 4.8 acres of upland buffer are proposed.

Restoration is proposed to be credited at 50 percent of the wetland acreage, while establishing upland 
buffer in native vegetation is proposed to be credited at 25 percent of the upland acreage. A total of 9.4 
credits are projected for the approximately 21.2-acre site. 

LONG-TERM MANAGEMENT of the SITE: Management activities would be the responsibility of 
the City of Mayer. Active management during the first five growing seasons after construction would 
include mowing and spot herbicide treatments. Supplemental plantings would be done, as necessary.
Longer-term management would continue these measures, if necessary. Optional treatments include 
burning or haying in a 3-5 year rotational basis.

LONG-TERM PROTECTION of the SITE: A conservation easement would be recorded to protect the 
bank site in perpetuity. 
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COORDINATION WITH RESOURCE AGENCIES: A Technical Evaluation Panel scoping meeting 
was held on site on May 10, 2012. The Wetland Bank Plan Concept Application dated January 14, 
2014 has been provided to the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for review in advance of this public notice.

3. REPLIES/COMMENTS.

Interested parties are invited to submit to this office written facts, arguments, or objections within 30 
days of the date of this notice.  These statements should bear upon the suitability of the location and the 
adequacy of the project and should, if appropriate, suggest any changes believed to be desirable.  
Comments received may be forwarded to the applicant.

Replies may be addressed to Regulatory Branch, St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers, 180 Fifth Street
East, Suite 700, Saint Paul, MN 55101-1678.

Or, IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT, call Steve Eggers at the St. Paul office of 
the Corps, telephone number (651) 290 - 5371.

To update your subscription to this distribution list, or to unsubscribe, please go to:
http://mvp-extstp.mvp.usace.army.mil/list_server/

4. FEDERALLY-LISTED THREATENED OR ENDANGERED WILDLIFE OR PLANTS OR 
THEIR CRITICAL HABITAT.

None were identified by the bank sponsor or are known to exist in the project area. However, Carver
County is within the known or historic range of the Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), 
which is proposed for federal listing as endangered. This species hibernates in caves and mines, 
swarming in surrounding wooded areas in autumn. It roosts and forages in upland forests during spring 
and summer.

This application is being coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Any comments it may 
have concerning Federally-listed threatened or endangered wildlife or plants or their critical habitat will 
be considered in our final assessment of the described work.

5. JURISDICTION.

On January 24, 2011 the St. Paul District issued an approved jurisdictional determination for the site.  
The Corps determined that the wetland within the proposed bank site is isolated and not subject to 
Clean Water Act jurisdiction.

6. HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL.

The Corps will review information on known cultural resources and/or historic properties within and 
adjacent to the project area. The Corps will also consider the potential effects of the project on any 
properties that have yet to be identified. The results of this review and the Corps’ determination of 
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effect will be coordinated with the State Historic Preservation Officer independent of this public notice.
Any adverse effects on historic properties will be resolved prior to the Corps approval of the proposed 
bank site.

7. PUBLIC HEARING REQUESTS.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public 
hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state, in detail, the 
reasons for holding a public hearing.  A request may be denied if substantive reasons for holding a 
hearing are not provided or if there is otherwise no valid interest to be served.

Tim Smith
Chief, Technical Services Section

Enclosures
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Figure 2: Existing Topography 



Operations- Regulatory (2010-05196-SDE) 
SUBJECT: City of Mayer Wetland Mitigation Bank 
 

 

 Figure 3: Existing Wetlands/Land Use 
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Figure 4: Proposed Restoration – Plant Communities 
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Figure 5: Proposed Restoration Topography and 
Water Circulation/Control 


