
APPLICANT: Wisconsin Central 
Limited (WCL) 

Public Notice
ISSUED: April 8, 2015 
EXPIRES: May 8, 2015 

REFER TO: 2014-03061-WMS SECTION:404 - Clean Water Act 

1. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO discharge fill material into 2.56 acres of wetlands to expand rail 
car storage and add bypass tracks the Pokegama rail yard.                 

2. SPECIFIC INFORMATION. 

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS:          17641 S. Ashland Avenue 
          Homewood, IL 60430 

PROJECT LOCATION:  The project site is located in parts of Sections 8, 16 and 17,  T. 48N., R. 
14W., Douglas County, Wisconsin.  The latitude/longitude of the linear project begins at 
approximately 46.6512, -92.1545 and ends at 46.6411,-92.1330.  

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:  The applicant proposes to increase rail car storage and additional 
bypass tracks at their Pokegama rail yard located between South Superior and Oliver, Wisconsin.  The 
purpose of the project is to accommodate increased rail traffic converging into the Pokegama yard from 
multiple rail lines.  The Pokegama rail yard project consists of 2 parts, an east part and west part.  The 
east part would provide additional rail car storage capacity by constructing two new 2,600 foot-long 
storage tracks (Tracks 4 & 5).  The west part would create two new 11,500 foot-long bypass tracks 
(Tracks 1 & 2) so through-trains would not have to stop in the yard.  Currently, there is only one bypass 
track in the yard.   

QUANTITY, TYPE, AND AREA OF FILL:   The project would result in discharges of fill material 
into a total of 2.56 acres of wetlands.  Wetland impacts by wetland type include 0.8 acres of shallow 
marsh impact on the east side and 1.76 acres of wet meadow wetland on the west side.

SOURCE OF FILL MATERIAL:  Fill material would be obtained from a commercial source. 

THE FOLLOWING POTENTIALLY TOXIC MATERIALS COULD BE USED AT THE PROJECT 
SITE: Fuel, hydraulic fluid, lubricants, coolant, and other fluids commonly used by construction 
equipment would be expected to be present for construction of the project. 

THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONS TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY HAVE BEEN 
DESCRIBED BY THE APPLICANT:  Appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs) and soil and 
sedimentation controls would be installed and maintained in accordance with the requirements of a 
Wisconsin Pollution Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) Construction Storm Water Permit. 

MITIGATION:  The applicant proposes to compensate for the loss of 2.56 acres of wetland by debiting 
wetland credits from the Lake Superior Wetland Mitigation Bank and the City of Superior’s Lyman 
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Lake Wetland Mitigation Bank, both located in Douglas County, Wisconsin.  Final compensatory 
mitigation debit ratios are pending. 

3. REPLIES/COMMENTS. 

Interested parties are invited to submit to this office written facts, arguments, or objections within 30 
days of the date of this notice.  These statements should bear upon the suitability of the location and the 
adequacy of the project and should, if appropriate, suggest any changes believed to be desirable.  
Comments received may be forwarded to the applicant. 

Replies may be addressed to Regulatory Branch, St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers, 15954 Rivers 
Edge Drive, Suite 240, Hayward, Wisconsin, 54843. 

Or, IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT, call Bill Sande at the Hayward office of 
the Corps, telephone number (715) 934 -2170. 

To receive Public Notices by e-mail, go to: http://mvp-extstp/list_server/ and add your information in 
the New Registration Box. 

4. FEDERALLY-LISTED THREATENED OR ENDANGERED WILDLIFE OR PLANTS OR 
THEIR CRITICAL HABITAT. 

None were identified by the applicant or are known to exist in the permit area.  However, Washington 
County is within the known or historic range of the following Federally-listed threatened (T) proposed 
threatened (PT), endangered (E) and proposed endangered (PE) species: 

Species Habitat

Canada Lynx (T) 

Grey Wolf (E)

Northern forested areas. 

Northern forested areas.

Kirtland’s Warbler (E) Potential breeding in young jack pine stands. 

Piping Plover (E) Sandy beaches and islands. 

Fassett’s Locoweed  (T)                                              Open sandy lakeshores  

Northern long-eared bat (PE) Hibernates in caves and mines. Roosts and forages 
in upland forests spring and summer.

Rufa red knot (PT)                                                      Coastal areas along Lake Superior
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This application is being coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Any comments it may 
have concerning Federally-listed threatened or endangered wildlife or plants or their critical habitat will 
be considered in our final assessment of the described work. 

5. JURISDICTION. 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps jurisdiction 
under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 08-02.  We have made an initial determination that the aquatic 
resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or Section(s) 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  
The Corps will prepare an approved or preliminary jurisdictional determination prior to making a 
permit decision.  Approved jurisdictional determinations are posted on the St. Paul District web page at 
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

THE APPLICANT HAS STATED THAT THE FOLLOWING STATE, COUNTY, AND/OR LOCAL 
PERMITS HAVE BEEN APPLIED FOR/ISSUED:  A Wisconsin Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (WPDES) Construction Storm Water Permit. 

6. STATE SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION. 

This Public Notice has been sent to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and is considered 
by the District Engineer to constitute valid notification to that agency for water quality certification.  A 
permit will not be granted until the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has issued Section 401 
certification. 

7. HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL. 

This public notice is being sent to the National Park Service and the State Archaeologist for their 
comments.  The Corps will review information on known cultural resources and/or historic properties 
within and adjacent to the project area.  The Corps will also consider the potential effects of the project 
on any properties that have yet to be identified.  The results of this review and the Corps’ determination 
of effect will be coordinated with the State Historic Preservation Officer independent of this public 
notice.  Any adverse effects on historic properties will be resolved prior to the Corps authorization, or 
approval, of the work in connection with this project.   

8. PUBLIC HEARING REQUESTS. 

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public 
hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state, in detail, the 
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reasons for holding a public hearing.  A request may be denied if substantive reasons for holding a 
hearing are not provided or if there is otherwise no valid interest to be served. 

9. PUBLIC INTEREST REVIEW. 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including 
cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the 
national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefit which 
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably 
foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, including 
the cumulative effects.  Among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental 
concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, 
navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food and fiber production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  
Environmental and other documents will be available for review in the St. Paul District Office. 

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local agencies and 
officials; Indian tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine 
whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, 
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to 
the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public 
hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

       Jeff Olson 
       Chief, Northeast Section 

Enclosures

NOTICE TO EDITORS:  This public notice is provided as background information and is not a request 
or contract for publication. 
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BENCHMARKS
  DESIGNATION - SUPERIOR GPS
  PID - RN1760

  STATE/COUNTY- WI/DOUGLAS

  COUNTRY - US

  QUAD - SUPERIOR (1994)

  ______________________________________________________________________

  NAD 83(2011) POSITION- 46 41 04.25826(N) 092 05 54.10949(W) ADJUSTED

  NAD 83(2011) ELLIP HT- 177.108 (meters) (06/27/12) ADJUSTED

  NAD 83(2011) EPOCH - 2010.00

  NAVD 88 ORTHO HEIGHT - 205.323 (meters) 673.63 (feet) ADJUSTED

  ______________________________________________________________________

  GEOID HEIGHT    -        -28.22  (meters)                     GEOID12A

  NAD 83(2011) X  - -4,380,453.666 (meters)                     COMP

  NAD 83(2011) Y  - -4,556,270.949 (meters)                     COMP

  NAD 83(2011) Z  -  4,617,904.361 (meters)                     COMP

  LAPLACE CORR    -         -0.82  (seconds)                    DEFLEC12A

STATION DESCRIPTION

RECOVERY NOTE BY MN DEPT OF TRANSP 2009 (WAS)

THE MARK IS AT SUPERIOR RICHARD BONG AIRPORT IN SUPERIOR WI, 2.09 KM (1.3
MI) NORTH ON TRUNK HIGHWAY 35 (TOWER AVE) FROM JUNCTION OF TRUNK HIGHWAY
35 AND TRUNK HIGHWAY 105 (61ST ST) THEN 0.48 KM (0.3 MI) EAST ON 46TH ST
TO CURVE IN ST AND MARK ON LEFT (ALSO 2.5 MILES SOUTH ALONG TRUNK HIGHWAY
35 (TOWER AVENUE) FROM JUNCTION OF TRUNK HIGHWAY 35 AND TRUNK HIGHWAY 2 IN
SUPERIOR), 29.7 M (97.4) FEET NORTHEAST OF 46TH ST, 36.5 FEET NORTHEAST OF
CHAINLINK FENCE, 0.9 M (3.0 FT) SOUTHWEST OF WITNESS POST, 2.8 FEET
SOUTHWEST OF ANOTHER WITNESS POST, AIRPORT MANAGER IS WILLIAM AMORDE-PHONE
(715)-394-6444.

STATION RECOVERY (2012)

RECOVERY NOTE BY WI DEPT OF TRANSP 2012 (EPS)

THE STATION IS LOCATED IN THE CENTER OF A TRIANGLE FORMED BY THREE ORANGE
4X4 GUARD POSTS. NOTE-THE STATION IS NOW WITHIN A SECURED AREA. CONTACT
THE AIRPORT MANAGER IN ADVANCE FOR ACCESS TO THE STATION.

  DESIGNATION - SUPERIOR GPS AZ MK

  PID - RN1798

  STATE/COUNTY- WI/DOUGLAS

  COUNTRY - US

  QUAD - SUPERIOR (1994)

  ______________________________________________________________________

  NAD 83(2011) POSITION- 46 40 43.18549(N) 092 05 17.48376(W) ADJUSTED

  NAD 83(2011) ELLIP HT- 176.125 (meters) (06/27/12) ADJUSTED

  NAD 83(2011) EPOCH - 2010.00

  NAVD 88 ORTHO HEIGHT - 204.332 (meters) 670.38 (feet) ADJUSTED

  ______________________________________________________________________

  GEOID HEIGHT    -        -28.21  (meters)                     GEOID12A

  NAD 83(2011) X  -   -159,738.081 (meters)                     COMP

  NAD 83(2011) Y  - -4,380,954.545 (meters)                     COMP

  NAD 83(2011) Z  -  4,617,457.214 (meters)                     COMP

  LAPLACE CORR    -         -0.94  (seconds)                    DEFLEC12A

STATION DESCRIPTION

RECOVERY NOTE BY MN DEPT OF TRANSP 2009 (WAS) THE MARK WAS RECOVERED
IN GOOD CONDITION. A NEW DESCRIPTION FOLLOWS. THE MARK IS AT SUPERIOR
RICHARD BONG AIRPORT IN SUPERIOR WI AND EAST-SOUTHEAST OF THE EAST CORNER
OF RUNWAY 31, FROM THE JUNCTION OF STATE HIGHWAY 105 WEST (NORTH 61ST
STREET) AND STATE HIGHWAY 35 NORTH (TOWER AVENUE) IN THE VILLAGE OF
SUPERIOR, 1.3 MILES NORTH ON STATE HIGHWAY 35 TO THE JUNCTION OF 46TH
STREET ON THE RIGHT, THEN 0.5 MILE EAST ON 46TH STREET TO THE AIRPORT
OFFICE ON THE LEFT, THEN 0.10 MILE EAST ON THE TAXIWAY TO THE JUNCTION OF
THE RUNWAY, THEN 0.35 MILE SOUTHEAST ONTO THE RUNWAY TO ITS END (AT THIS
POINT A 4-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE IS NECESSARY), THEN 0.05 MILE EAST-SOUTHEAST
ONTO THE GRASS FROM THE EAST CORNER OF THE END OF RUNWAY 31 TO THE STATION,
109.3 FEET NORTHEAST OF THE CENTER OF STINOS AVENUE, HIGHWAY 53 AND 2
TRUCK ROUTE, 25.8 NORTHEAST OF CHAINLINK FENCE, 25.6 FEET NORTHEAST OF
WITNESS POST. CONTACT AIRPORT MANAGER (WILLIAM AMORDE-PHONE (715)-394-6444)
BEFORE GOING TO MARK.

STATION RECOVERY (2012)

RECOVERY NOTE BY WI DEPT OF TRANSP 2012 (EPS) THE STATION IS 7.8 M
(25.6 FT) NORTHWEST OF A STEEL WITNESS POST WITH A PINK -MNDOT GEODETIC
SURVEY MARKER- PLAQUE AND LOCATED IN THE CENTER RN1798'OF A TRIANGLE
FORMED BY THREE WHITE PLASTIC WITNESS POSTS. NOTE-THE STATION IS WITHIN A
SECURED AREA, CONTACT THE AIRPORT MANAGER IN ADVANCE FOR ACCESS TO THE
STATION.

  DESIGNATION - BERNIE

  PID - DM2813

  STATE/COUNTY- MN/ST LOUIS

  COUNTRY - US

  QUAD - WEST DULUTH (1993)

  ______________________________________________________________________

  NAD 83(2011) POSITION- 46 40 45.95449(N) 092 13 34.77733(W) ADJUSTED

  NAD 83(2011) ELLIP HT- 180.364 (meters) (06/27/12) ADJUSTED

  NAD 83(2011) EPOCH - 2010.00

  NAVD 88 ORTHO HEIGHT - 208.583 (meters) 684.33 (feet) ADJUSTED

  ______________________________________________________________________

  GEOID HEIGHT    -        -28.23  (meters)                     GEOID12A

  NAD 83(2011) X  -   -170,297.553 (meters)                     COMP

  NAD 83(2011) Y  - -4,380,497.438 (meters)                     COMP

  NAD 83(2011) Z  -  4,617,518.963 (meters)                     COMP

  LAPLACE CORR    -         -0.14  (seconds)                    DEFLEC12A

STATION DESCRIPTION

DESCRIBED BY MN DEPT OF TRANSP 2009

THE MARK IS IN GARY NEW DULUTH, 0.25 MILE NORTH ALONG TRUNK HIGHWAY 23
FROM JUNCTION OF TRUNK HIGHWAY 23 AND COUNTY ROAD 3 WEST AT TRUNK HIGHWAY
23 MILEPOINT 340.30, 58.2 FEET NORTH OF ENTRANCE TO IKONICS BUILDING, 48.7
FEET EAST OF NORTHBOUND TRUNK HIGHWAY 23.
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4
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SWPP PLAN 40-43

PLAN AND PROFILE

23-37

5

CURVE TABLES

2014-03061-WMS 
Drawing 1 of 6 



CONTACTS

LEGEND

GENERAL NOTES

15000+00
200

MILE POST

RR SIGNALS

“ ”

“ ”

TOLL FREE
(800)242-8511

WWW.DiggersHotline.com

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
MR. EDD BASWELL
17641 S. ASHLAND AVENUE
HOMEWOOD, IL 60430
708-332-4709

CN MANAGER D&C
1625 DEPOT STREET
STEVENS POINT, WI 54481

WISCONSIN DNR
101 SOUTH WEBSTER STREET
P.O. BOX 7921
MADISON, WI 53707-7921
608-266-2621
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MR. DAVE CRADER
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708-332-4514
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EXISTING TRACK 2

PROP TRACK 2 NORTH

PROP TRACK 3 NORTH

EXISTING MAIN

PROP TRACK 1

FUTURE TRACK

PROP TRACK 3 NORTH

E
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T
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E
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A
.
-
 
1
0
0
0
+
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0
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0
0

NOTES:

1. WETLAND INFO SUPPLIED BY:

2. TOTAL WETLAND IMPACT =

3. ALL ABANDONED CULVERTS TO BE FILLED WITH FLOWABLE FILL
MATERIAL.

WETLAND IMPACTS PLAN LEGEND

REGULATED WETLAND

WETLAND IMPACT

SLOPE STAKE

SILT FENCE

2.56 ACRES

TETRA TECH  FIBER OPTIC
  EARTHEN BUMPER
  DERAIL
  SWITCH POINT DERAIL
  CULVERT
  BRIDGE
  BUILDING
  FENCE
  OVERHEAD POWER LINE
  GAS LINE

LEGEND:

EXISTING MAIN TRACK
PROPOSED SIDING/SPUR TRACK
REMOVED TRACK
SHIFTED TRACK
INDUSTRY TRACK
FUTURE TRACK
RIGHT OF WAY
TURNOUTS HAND THROWN/POWER
WHEEL STOP
BUMPING POST

NOTES:

TO LADYSMITH TO PROCTOR
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