
APPLICANT: U.S. Army
Fort McCoy 

Public Notice
ISSUED:  May 16, 2014 
EXPIRES:  May 30, 2014 

REFER TO: MVP-2010-00359-JWD SECTION:404 - Clean Water Act

1. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO discharge dredged and fill material into approximately 1.60-
acres of wetlands for the purpose of a roadway relocation, tank trail crossing and removal of 
Alderwood Dam.  Temporary impacts would result from removal of the lakebed sediment (4.8 acres) 
and grading necessary for the dam removal (0.13 acre) for a total of 4.93 acres.   

2. SPECIFIC INFORMATION.

APPLICANT'S ADDRESS:
2171 South 8th Avenue 
Fort McCoy, Wisconsin 54656 

AGENT: Short Elliott Hendrickson, 
Inc.

AGENT’S ADDRESS:  312 South 3rd Street, La Crosse, WI 
54601

PROJECT LOCATION: The project site is located in Section 30, T. 19 N., R. 2 W., Monroe 
County, Wisconsin.  The approximate Lat./Long. is 44° 5’ 12”N., 90° 39’ 32” W.

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:    The applicant is proposing to reroute the existing 0.31 miles of 
paved East Range Road, in the area around Alderwood Lake, to a location 600 feet further upstream of 
the lake.  The purpose of the road reroute is to remove it out of the danger zone of rifle qualification 
Range 32.  The proposed road crossing Alderwood Lake is designed with an open bottom, 48 foot wide 
culvert.  The roadway slopes will be at 2.5:1 and guardrails will be installed.  Currently, the road is 
within the surface danger zone of two rifle qualification ranges and crosses over the dam of Alderwood 
Lake.  As part of rerouting the road, the applicant is also proposing to remove the existing dam that 
impounds Alderwood Lake.  The dam needs to be removed due to safety concerns.  Removing the dam 
would effectively drain the 19 acres of lake, although this would restore 3 miles of the La Crosse River 
to Class 1 Trout habitat and would open up the floodplain.  After draining the lake the stream would be 
allowed to find its natural pathway.  The sediment would be excavated from the lake and the edges of 
the lake would be sloped out to expand the floodplain.         

The applicant is also proposing the construction of a 0.39 mile tank training trail crossing adjacent to 
the new East Range Road to allow heavy, tracked vehicles and tanks to cross the river for training 
realism.  The crossing will be 26 feet wide constructed of heavy rip rap over geotextile fabric and 
anticipated to be utilized by 200-300 vehicles annually.   
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The proposed road will impact 1.01 acres of wetlands, floodplain expansion will impact 0.03 acres, and 
the tank trail crossing will impact 0.56 acres, for a total permanent loss of 1.60 acres of wetlands.  
Temporary impacts would result from removal of the lakebed sediment (4.8 acres) and grading 
necessary for the dam removal (0.13 acre) for a total of 4.93 acres.   

The proposed road project can be seen on the enclosed maps (27 pages).

Alternatives Considered:
Road Reroute: 

a) No build alternative:  this alternative involves not rerouting the road and leaving the 
current road in operation.  Retaining the existing alignment would not address the safety 
concerns related to the firing ranges and thus was not carried forward in analysis by 
applicant.  

b) No build alternative-Berm Installation:  this alternative involved leaving the current 
road in operation and building a berm along the northern edge of Range 32 to separate 
the rifle range from the road.  This alternative was not carried forward for further 
analysis because the Army regulations do not allow any type of berm to be left in place 
for longer than one year.  This alternative was rejected because it was only a temporary 
solution. 

c) Alternative Layout-Upstream Crossing:  this alternative involves locating the East 
Range Road approximately 800 feet farther upstream.  This alternative would require 
the road to cross the La Crosse River and an unnamed tributary to the La Crosse.  The 
applicant rejected carrying this alternative forward for further analysis because it would 
result in more impacts to waters of the U.S., approximately 1.70 acres.  

Dam Removal:
a) No build alternative:  this alternative involves not removing the dam and leaving it in 

place.  This alternative would allow the dam to remain within the danger zone of the 
firing ranges and would not address relieving the safety concerns and thus was not 
carried forward for further analysis by the applicant. 

b) No build alternative-Maintain Dam:  this alternative involves maintaining current dam.  
The dam was built in 1932 and requires extensive repairs and upgrades.  This alternative 
would increase construction costs and would not allow for the restoration of La Crosse 
River to its original flow and also continue to segregate the Class 1 trout stream 
upstream and downstream of the dam.  The applicant did not carry forward this 
alternative for further analysis due to these concerns.

Tank Trail:
a) No build alternative:  this alternative would not build a new crossing and it would leave 

in place the existing crossing which is downstream of the dam and within the danger 
zone of Range 32.  This stream crossing cannot be utilized when Range 32 is in use.  
This alternative would not resolve the safety issue and thus was not carried forward in 
further analysis by the applicant. 

b) Alternative Layout-Adjacent to Road:  this alternative would build the tank trail directly 
adjacent the proposed relocated road, resulting one single crossing over the waterway.  
This alternative would decrease impacts to waters of the U.S., however, it would not 
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allow for real-life training scenarios for water crossing and ambush exercises.  This 
alternative was not carried forward for further analysis by the applicant because it would 
not meet the project purpose.   

c) Alternative Layout-Upstream Crossing:  this alternative would align the tank trail an 
additional 100 feet upstream from the proposed road to increase the distance between 
the road and location where strategic exercises occur.  This alignment would also 
provide extensive opportunities for low-water training scenarios as over 700 linear feet 
of the trail was located within wetlands and the waterway.  Although this layout would 
take the trail outside of the range’s danger zones, the impact to wetlands were doubled 
and thus the applicant did not carry forward this alternative for further analysis. 

QUANTITY, TYPE, AND AREA OF FILL:  The area impacted by fill material resulting from the 
project will be 1.60 acres of wetlands, resulting from clean fill material and road base material to be 
used for the road crossing and tank trail crossing.  This impact will be in the area of the road 
crossing and tank trail crossing.         

Wetland 1:  shallow marsh, shallow open water of 12.53 acres in size that is directly upstream of 
Alderwood Dam.  The amount of loss of this wetland as a result of the discharge of fill material is
1.60 acres.  However, temporary impacts to this wetland will be 4.80 acres due to sediment removal 
to a depth of approximately 3-7 feet (or historic surface elevation).  The remaining 10.93-acres will 
convert to seasonally flooded floodplain.   

Wetland 2:  shallow open water, hardwood swamp of 0.33 acres in size located directly 
downstream of Alderwood Dam.  No permamanent loss of this wetland is proposed.  However, 
temporary impacts to this wetland will be 0.13 acre due to the removal of the dam. 

VEGETATION IN AFFECTED AREA:  Wetland area 1 includes dominant species of reed canary 
grass, wool grass, Torrey’s rush, and lake sedge.  Wetland vegetation associated with Wetland Area 
No. 2 showed a dominant species of reed canary grass, panicled aster, and American Elm.  

SOURCE OF FILL MATERIAL:  Licensed commercial provider.

SURROUNDING LAND USE:  Existing land use in the project area is currently an open water 
pond with fringe shallow marsh.  Immediately downstream of the dam is forested wetlands and 
shallow marsh.  The site is bordered on the west by natural, open meadows and forested lands and 
the La Crosse River, on the north by a rifle qualification range, on the east by forested hills, open 
meadows, and forested wetlands, and the south by a rifle qualification range (Range 32).  

DESCRIPTION OF DREDGING OR EXCAVATION:  Project work will be completed utilizing 
typical roadway construction machinery such as bulldozers, backhoes, excavators, cement trucks, 
tampering machinery, etc.

THE FOLLOWING POTENTIALLY TOXIC MATERIALS COULD BE USED AT THE 
PROJECT SITE:   Oils and fuels associated with heavy equipment operation during construction 
activities.  
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THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONS TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY HAVE BEEN 
DESCRIBED BY THE APPLICANT:  Standardized industry BMP’s, such as silt screens, rock 
ditch checks, erosion mats, inlet protections, rip rap, and culvert pipe ditch checks. 

MITIGATION:  The applicant is proposing to mitigate for the impacts to waters of the U.S. on site by 
creating wetlands on site near the existing dam, around the perimeter of the existing Alderwood Lake, 
and east of the proposed tank trail.  The creation will be a little higher than at a previously agreed 1:1 
ratio, for a total of 1.82 acres of created wetlands, mainly wet meadow and emergent marsh. With the 
removal of the impoundment, the waters will recede, and the area will be enhanced from shallow 
marsh to seasonally flooded floodplain.  The floodplain terrace will be opened up and expanded.      

Wetland enhancement is also being proposed in the area between the existing dam and the proposed 
road location.  This area will entail excavating lakebed sediments, creating new banks and opening up 
the floodplain terrace.    

3. REPLIES/COMMENTS.

Interested parties are invited to submit to this office written facts, arguments, or objections within 15 
days of the date of this notice.  These statements should bear upon the suitability of the location and the 
adequacy of the project and should, if appropriate, suggest any changes believed to be desirable.  
Comments received may be forwarded to the applicant.

Replies may be addressed to Regulatory Branch, St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers, 180 Fifth Street
East, Suite 700, Saint Paul, MN 55101-1678. 

Or, IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT, call John Derinzy at the La Crescent, MN
office of the Corps, telephone number (651) 290-5905. 

To receive Public Notices by e-mail, go to:  http://mvp-
extstp.mvp.usace.army.mil/list_server/ and add your information in the New Registration 
Box.

4. FEDERALLY-LISTED THREATENED OR ENDANGERED WILDLIFE OR PLANTS OR 
THEIR CRITICAL HABITAT.

None were identified by the applicant or are known to exist in the permit area.  However, Monroe 
County is within the known or historic range of the following Federally-listed threatened (T) and 
endangered (E) species:

Species Habitat
Karner Blue Butterfly (Lycaeides melissa 
samuelis)

Northern Monkshood (Aconitum noveboracense)

prairie, oak savanna, and jack pine areas with wild 
lupine 

shaded to partially shaded cliffs, algific talus 
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slopes, or on cool, streamside sites

This application is being coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Any comments it may 
have concerning Federally-listed threatened or endangered wildlife or plants or their critical habitat will 
be considered in our final assessment of the described work. 

5. JURISDICTION.

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps jurisdiction 
under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 08-02.  We have made an initial determination that the aquatic 
resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or Section(s) 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  
The Corps will prepare an approved or preliminary jurisdictional determination prior to making a 
permit decision.  Approved jurisdictional determinations are posted on the St. Paul District web page at 
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.

THE APPLICANT HAS STATED THAT THE FOLLOWING STATE, COUNTY, AND/OR LOCAL 
PERMITS HAVE BEEN APPLIED FOR/ISSUED:  Wisconsin Water Quality Certification (Section 
401).   

6. STATE SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION.

This Public Notice has been sent to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and is considered 
by the District Engineer to constitute valid notification to that agency for Section 401 water quality 
certification.  A permit will not be granted until the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has 
issued or waived Section 401 certification.

7. HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL.

This public notice is being sent to the National Park Service and the State Archaeologist for their 
comments.  This project has been reviewed pursuant to the provisions of Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) by the U.S. Army-Fort McCoy Environmental Division.  There were
four recorded archaeological sites located adjacent to or within the area of potential effect.  Three of 
these had previously been determined not eligible for listing on National Register of Historic Places.  A 
small area that had not previously been surveyed was surveyed by the applicant’s contractor.  This area 
was within a recorded boundary of an archaeological site that had not been evaluated for the NRHP.  
The site was found to have no historic integrity and Fort McCoy made the determination that there are 
no adverse effects on any historic properties.  The Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Officer 
concurred with Ft McCoy.  

8. PUBLIC HEARING REQUESTS.
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Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public 
hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state, in detail, the 
reasons for holding a public hearing.  A request may be denied if substantive reasons for holding a 
hearing are not provided or if there is otherwise no valid interest to be served. 

9. PUBLIC INTEREST REVIEW.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including 
cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the 
national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefit which 
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably 
foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, including 
the cumulative effects.  Among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental 
concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, 
navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food and fiber production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  
Environmental and other documents will be available for review in the St. Paul District Office.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local agencies and 
officials; Indian tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine 
whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, 
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to 
the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public 
hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

       Chad Konickson 
       Chief, Southwest Section

Enclosures 

NOTICE TO EDITORS:  This public notice is provided as background information and is not a request 
or contract for publication. 



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 1 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 2 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 3 of 22



East Range Road

DECON

ES 5 Road

Auburn Drive

R
an

ge
 3

2 
M

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 R

oa
d

Range 32 Access Road

R
an

ge
 3

2 
M

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 R

oa
d

PROJECT LOCATION

State of Wisconsin Monroe County

SOURCE:  Ft. McCoy, WDNR, Anderson Engineering

WATERBODIES &
FLOODPLAIN - FIGURE 4

FT. MCCOY ALDERWOOD DAM
REMOVAL & ROAD REROUTE

100 East Headquarters Road
Ft. McCoy, Monroe County, WI

AE Comm.# 13341    Date: 9/28/2012     By: JLA 

S.30  Twp.19 N  R.2 W

I

Anderson Engineering of Minnesota, LLC
13605 1st Avenue North
Suite 100
Plymouth, MN 55441
763-412-4000 (o)  763-412-4090 (f)
www.ae-mn.com

ENGINEERING ARCHITECTURE LAND SURVEYING
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

ANDERSON
ENGINEERING

Project Location
Public Waterbasin
Public Watercourse
FEMA Floodplain

1 inch = 400 feet

0 400 800200

Feet

Alderwood Lake

LaCrosse River

LaCrosse
 Rive

r

Unnamed

Un
na

m
ed

Image - 2012

Zone A

Zone A

USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 4 of 22



SP8-UP

SP6-UP

SP4-UP

SP2-UP

SP12-UP

SP10-UP SP9-WET

SP7-WET
SP5-WET

SP3-WET

SP11-WET

SP1-WET

East Range Road

ES 5 Roa
d

D
EC

O
N

PROJECT LOCATION

State of Wisconsin Monroe County

SOURCE:  Ft. McCoy, WDNR, Anderson Engineering

100 East Headquarters Road
Ft. McCoy, Monroe County, WI

AE Comm.# 13341    Date: 9/28/2012     By: JLA 

S.30  Twp.19 N  R.2 W

I

Anderson Engineering of Minnesota, LLC
13605 1st Avenue North
Suite 100
Plymouth, MN 55441
763-412-4000 (o)  763-412-4090 (f)
www.ae-mn.com

ENGINEERING ARCHITECTURE LAND SURVEYING
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

ANDERSON
ENGINEERING

Project Location

Sample Point

Wetland Field
Delineated 9/27/2012

1 inch = 250 feet

0 250 500125

Feet

DELINEATION - FIGURE 5
FT. MCCOY ALDERWOOD DAM
REMOVAL & ROAD REROUTE

Image - 2012

Wetland 2 - 0.33 Ac.
Type 5/7

P/FO/UB/B/H
Hardwood Swamp, 
Shallow Open Water

Wetland 1 - 12.53 Ac.
Type 3/5

PEM/UB/C/H
Shallow Marsh, 

Shallow Open Water

2

1

USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 5 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 6 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 7 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 8 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 9 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 10 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 11 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 12 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 13 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 14 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 15 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 16 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 17 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 18 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 19 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 20 of 22



USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 21 of 22



East Range Road

ES 5 Roa
d

D
E

C
O

N

PROJECT LOCATION

State of Wisconsin Monroe County

SOURCE:  Ft. McCoy, WDNR, Anderson Engineering

100 East Headquarters Road
Ft. McCoy, Monroe County, WI

AE Comm.# 13341    Date: 9/28/2012     By: JLA 

S.30  Twp.19 N  R.2 W

I

Anderson Engineering of Minnesota, LLC
13605 1st Avenue North
Suite 100
Plymouth, MN 55441
763-412-4000 (o)  763-412-4090 (f)
www.ae-mn.com

ENGINEERING ARCHITECTURE LAND SURVEYING
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

ANDERSON
ENGINEERING

Project Location

Wetland Field
Delineated 9/27/2012

Wetland Mitigation Areas

1 inch = 250 feet

0 250 500125

Feet

WETLAND MITIGATION - FIGURE 3
FT. MCCOY ALDERWOOD DAM
REMOVAL & ROAD REROUTE

Image - 2012

USACE Permit Application # MVP-2010-00359-JWD
Ft. McCoy Army Installation
Alderwood Dam Removal and Road Reroute
May 21, 2013
Page 22 of 22




