Information for File # 2015-03193-WMS

Applicant ~ Town of Hawthorne

Corps Contact Bill Sande

Address 15954 Rivers Edge Drive, Suite 240, Hayward, W1 54843
E-Mail William.m.sande@usace.army.mil

Phone (651)-290-5882

Primary County Douglas

Section 19
Township 47N
Range 12W

Information Complete On February 16, 2016
Posting Expires On March 17, 2016
Authorization Type WI-LOP-06

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act. Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above. An approved jurisdictional
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The proposed project involves the
realignment and improvement of approximately 800 feet of Willis Road at the County
Trunk Highway “V” intersection. The purpose of the project is to reconstruct the
intersection to appropriate design standards as needed to accommodate safe travel on
Willis Road due to an increase in traffic resulting from the closure of Crossover Road and
Hines Road as part of Wisconsin Central Ltd.’s double track construction project. The
improved roadway would be 26 feet wide, with an overall right-of-way width of 66 feet


http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/

for the length of the realignment. Two 24-inch equalization culverts would be installed
to maintain hydrology between wetlands located on both sides of the new road. The
north 350 feet of existing Willis Road would be abandoned and obliterated.

NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT
TO LOSS: The project would result in the loss of approximately 0.57-acre of wetlands.
Wetland impacts by wetland type includes; 0.17-acre of wet meadow, 0.17-acre of alder
thicket and 0.23-acre of forested wetlands.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: An alternative alignment located west of the
proposed project was evaluated. However, a review of the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory
and a site review on October 5, 2015, revealed the construction of a new road segment
through this area would permanently impact 1.24 to 1.48 acres of wetlands and result in
increased fragmentation.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant proposes to compensate for the
loss of 4.51 acres of wetlands by purchasing wetland credits from the Wisconsin Wetland
Conservation Trust (WWCT) In-lieu Fee Program (ILFP) approved by the St. Paul
District Corps on November 19, 2014.

Drawings See attached.
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