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Information for File # 2015-02699-KJH

Applicant Town of Westport

Corps Contact Kerrie J. Hauser

Address 1114 South Oak Street
La Crescent, MN 55947

E-Mail Kerrie.j.hauser@usace.army.mil

Phone 651-290-5903

Primary County Dane County

Section 12

Township 8 N

Range 9 E

Information Complete On February 24, 2016

Posting Expires On May 14, 2016

Authorization Type LOP-06-WI

This application is being reviewed in accordance with current practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.      

We have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources within the 
boundaries of the proposed mitigation bank are subject to Corps of Engineers 
jurisdiction under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  If an approved jurisdictional 
determination is completed as part of the review process for this application, a copy will 
be posted on the St. Paul District web page at the following link: 
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The applicant proposes to discharge fill 
material into 0.66 acres of wetlands in conjunction with the reconstruction of Woodland Drive. 
The project will include the reconstruction of Woodland Drive with 12 foot travel lanes and 5 foot 
paved shoulders from Mary Lake Road to County Highway M, the construction of a 10 foot wide 
multi-use path parallel to the road and the construction of a parking lot on the WDNR property 
near the intersection with Mary Lake Road.

The project purpose consists of enhancing the use of Woodland Drive as a minor arterial 
connection by repairing deteriorating road surface, substandard shoulders and the need to 
provide on-road bike lanes and a separate secure off-road bike/pedestrian path.
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NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT TO 
LOSS: The project will result in the discharge of fill material into 0.30 acre of fresh wet 
meadow, 0.22 acre of shrub/carr, and 0.14 acre of floodplain forest.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The applicant considered the “No Build” alternative 
but this was dismissed because it would not address the deteriorating and substandard 
road surface conditions and would not provide for public safety and recreational trail 
improvements.

The applicant considered the “Build West Path” alternative which is the preferred 
alternative. This alternative addresses the deteriorating and substandard road surface 
conditions and provides for public safety and recreational trail improvements by 
collaborating with the WDNR to provide a recreational trail and parking lot for access to 
public lands.

The applicant considered the “Build East Path” alternative which is very similar to the 
“Build West Path” and may have resulted in slightly less wetland impacts but would 
have required land acquisition or private easements and the recreational path would 
have commercial and / or road intersections with the recreational trail.

Federally Listed Threatened and Endangered Species: 
None were identified by the applicant or are known to exist in the project area. However 
Dane County is within the known historic range for the following Federally-listed 
species: Northern long eared bat (threatened), Higgins eye pearly mussel 
(endangered), Sheepnose (endangered), Eastern prairie fringed orchid (threatened),
Mead’s milkweed (threatened), and Prairie bush-clover (threatened). 

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant plans to buy 0.79 floodplain forest 
mitigation credits from Tallgrass Land Conservation Bass Creek Wetland Mitigation, 
LLC to mitigate for the discharge of fill material into a total of 0.66 acre of wetland for 
the reconstruction of Woodland Drive.

Drawings See attached.
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