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Information for File # MVP-2014-02064-SJW 
 
Applicant:  Forest County Potawatomi Community     

Corps Contact: Sam Woboril - Stevens Point Field Office   

Address:  1314 Contractors Boulevard, Plover, Wisconsin 54467    

E-Mail:  samuel.j.woboril@usace.army.mil  

Phone:  (651) 290-5878    

Primary County:  Forest County, Wisconsin   

Section:  14    

Township:  36N   

Range:  13E   

Information Complete On:  July 21, 2014 

Posting Expires On:  August 22, 2014  

Authorization Type:  LOP-10-R  

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   
 
Project Description:  The Forest County Potawatomi Community (FCPC) proposes to 
discharge fill material into 0.13 acres of wetlands adjacent to an unnamed tributary to 
Otter Creek for improvements to an access road on FCPC land off of Otter Creek Road.  
Currently, three roads are being used as access roads into Section 14, but recent concerns 
regarding impacts to cultural resources and nearby wetlands have prompted the FCPC to 
improve the main access road off of Otter Creek Road, and close the remaining two 
access roads to prevent further impacts to these resources. 
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 The existing access road is unimproved and is currently used for recreation and 
timber harvesting purposes.  The proposed work includes the grading and resurfacing of 
the existing access road, and the installation of three 15-inch diameter culverts at two 
wetland crossings to allow for natural drainage, hydrologic connectivity, and to prevent 
roadway erosion.  The access road would be 15 feet wide and approximately 1.5 feet of 
road base material would be placed within the footprint of the access road.  In addition, 
rock riprap would be placed at the ends of the culverts to stabilize these areas. 
 
Federally-listed Threatened and Endangered Species:  One Federally-listed species 
and one proposed species are present in Forest County according to the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service Threatened (T) and Endangered (E) Species Distribution website (for 
Wisconsin).  The two listed species are the Canada lynx (Threatened), and the Northern 
long-eared bat (proposed as endangered). 
 
Historic Properties:  A search of the Wisconsin Historical Society database was 
conducted on July 11, 2014 and no cultural resources or historic properties (known to be 
eligible for inclusion, or included in the Register) are located in the project area.  In 
addition, the FCPC conducted an internal review of their records and determined that no 
cultural resources would be affected by the proposed project. 
 
Compensatory Mitigation:  The proposed project would result in unavoidable impacts 
to 0.13 acres of forested wetlands.  However, by improving the existing access road (and 
closure of the other two access roads) the overall impacts to wetlands would decrease as 
vehicular traffic would be limited to this roadway.  This would prevent motor vehicles 
from driving through numerous wetlands within the area, which would eliminate the 
rutting and degradation of wetland vegetation, which would negatively affect wetland 
functions and values.  In addition, culverts would be added in the wetland crossings 
which would allow for the water levels to fluctuate appropriately, allowing for existing 
wetland functions and values.  Based on this information, it has been determined that the 
placement of fill material into 0.13 acres of wetlands for improvements to the existing 
access road will ultimately have an overall positive effect on the wetlands.  
 
Alternatives Considered:  Two alternatives, (other than the preferred alternative) were 
explored prior to the applicants preferred alternative being selected.  Those alternatives 
are as follows: 
 
Alternative 1:  Improve the existing access road located off of Otter Creek Road by 
implementing grading and resurfacing techniques to provide for a 15-foot wide roadway 
footprint.  Fill material would be placed into 0.13 acres of wetlands for the construction 
of the roadway.  In addition, three 15-inch diameter culverts would also be installed in 
two wetland locations along the roadway to allow for natural water circulation on both 
sides of the road and to prevent roadway erosion.  This alternative was selected as the 
preferred alternative as it is would result in the least amount of wetland impacts and 
potential impacts to culturally sensitive resources while still accomplishing the projects 
overall purpose and need.  
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Alternative 2:  Improve another existing access road located to the west which would still 
provide access into Section 14.  However, this alternative would have the potential to 
adversely affect highly sensitive cultural resource sites and would have an increased 
number of wetland crossings compared to the preferred alternative. 
 
Alternative 3:  Improve two other roads, which also would result in greater wetland 
impacts than that applicant’s preferred alternative.  In addition, these roads would require 
additional clearing and access road construction in order for the roads to extend to the 
applicant’s desired locations. 
 

 
Drawings See attached maps and drawings. 














