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Information for File #2013-02093-EMN 
 
Applicant: Marathon County Highway Department     

Corps Contact: Eric Norton  

Address: 1314 Contractors Blvd., Plover, Wisconsin 54467   

E-Mail: eric.m.norton@usace.army.mil  

Phone: (715) 345-7911, ext. 5879   

Primary County: Marathon  

Project Location: Sections 16, 17, 20, 21, 28, 29, 32, 33, T. 26N., R. 3E., Marathon 
County, Wisconsin.  
  
Information Complete On: July 21, 2014 

Posting Expires On: August 22, 2014 

Authorization Type: Section 404 - Letter of Permission (LOP) 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   

    
Project 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:   The Marathon County Highway Department has proposed 
to reconstruct a 3.22-mile segment of CTH E between Ash Street and the Little Eau 
Pleine River Bridge.  The proposed work would include reconstructing the roadway with 
12-foot travel lanes, 6-8 foot shoulders (3-5 feet paved), ditch flattening to improve 
drainage, intersection improvements, culvert replacement work, and cutting five crest 
curves to improve sight distance within the project corridor. 
   
PURPOSE AND NEED:  The purpose and need of the project is to address existing 
safety concerns on CTH E.  The applicant has stated that accident rates are 20% higher 
than the statewide average for similar roadways.  The proposed project would reconstruct 
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the roadway to meet current design standards which would address the existing safety 
concerns within the project corridor. 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The Marathon County Highway Department 
evaluated two alternatives in an attempt to determine which action would meet the 
project purpose and need, avoid and minimize adverse effects to environmentally 
sensitive areas, and minimize impacts to adjacent landowners. 
 
No Action Alternative:  This alternative would result in no change to the existing 
roadway.  This alternative would not address the existing safety concerns which include 
limited sight distance, drainage issues, and roadway deficiencies within the project 
corridor. 
 
Alternative 1 - Reconstruction of CTH E:  This alternative is the applicant’s preferred 
alternative and a summary of the proposed work is listed above under the project 
description.  This alternative would meet the project purpose and need to improve safety 
along this section of highway by reconstructing the existing roadway to meet current 
design standards.   
 
AREA OF IMPACT:  Ten wetlands were delineated within the project area which 
consists of a small urban section with the majority of the project area located in a rural 
setting.  Approximately 0.89 acres of fresh wet meadow and 0.67 acres of shallow marsh 
would be impacted by the proposed project and the locations of each wetland impact are 
shown in the attached table/plans. 
 
MITIGATION:  All unavoidable wetland impacts would be compensated for by debiting 
0.72 fresh wet meadow credits from the Star Wetland Bank in Marathon County and 1.39 
fresh wet meadow credits from the Northland (Legacy Bogs) Mitigation Bank in Wood 
County, Wisconsin. 
 
Drawings  
 
See the attached maps and plans. 
 




























