Information for File # 2012-03615-SEK
Applicant:  Gollon Enterprises
Corps Contact: Simone Kolb

Address: 20711 Watertown Rd., Suite F, Waukesha, W1, 53186

E-Mail: simone.e.kolb@usace.army.mil
Phone: 262-717-9539

Primary County: lowa

Section: 2

Township: 5N

Range: 3E

Information Complete On: July 5, 2013
Posting Expires On: August 9, 2013
Authorization Type: Section 404

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act. Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above. An approved jurisdictional
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

Project AFTER-THE-FACT APPLICATION? No

PROJECT INVOLVES:
THREATENED OF ENDANGERED SPECIES? No
TRIBAL TRUST OR OTHER RESOURCES? No
A LISTED STATE-IMPAIRED WATER? No
FEMA 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN? Yes


http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/

COASTAL RIDGE&SWALE CMPLEX? No
MINK, KAKAGON OR BAD RIVER? No
PLEASANT PRAIRIE ADID? No

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: Gollon Enterprises
proposes to expand an existing aquaculture farm by constructing 8
additional ponds down slope and adjacent to the lowest pond on the
existing operation. The ponds would be located along the north side of an
unnamed perennial tributary of Dodge Branch (also known as Meier
Branch). Each pond would be surrounded by a berm with a 10 foot top
width. The ponds would be connected to each other and to the existing
operation through water control structures. Currently, flow leaving the
operation feeds a smaller tributary (Gollon Branch) that connects with
Meier Branch downstream. Gollon Enterprises proposes to split the flow
between Gollon Branch and the new ponds at a ratio of no less than 30%
of the base flow entering the existing operation. Any unneeded diverted
flow would be returned to Gollon Branch via pond 1 (see drawings). An
overflow pipe would be constructed from pond 1 toward Gollon Branch
and a spillway would be constructed on pond 8 to prevent overtopping of
the berms in the case of excess water. Additionally, one sediment trap
would be constructed for each pond between the pond berms and Meier
Branch. The traps would be used to treat water siphoned from the ponds
in the event of pond draw downs due to maintenance or to prevent the
berms from overtopping. The need and purpose for the project is to
expand and continue the production of bait and native fish for stocking
Wisconsin lakes and streams.

NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS)
SUBJECT TO LOSS: The project would permanently fill three wetland
areas adjacent to Meier Branch for a total of 12,900 square feet. The
wetlands to be impacted are within or immediately adjacent to a currently
cropped portion of the property. When not planted, these areas would
likely support medium quality wet meadow vegetation.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The applicant considered three other
alternatives in addition to the existing proposal and no-build alternative.
Alternative 1 involved constructing 8 larger ponds, requiring extensive
straightening of Meier Branch and filling up to 5.4 acres of wetlands. This
alternative was rejected due to excess impacts to aquatic resources.
Alternative 2 was the original preferred alternative and involved filling
0.95 acre of wetlands and eliminating the remainder of Gollon Branch
between the existing operation and Meier Branch. This alternative would
put all 8 ponds online and eliminate the remaining flow from Gollon
Branch to Meier Branch. Alternative 3 involved avoiding all wetland and
stream impacts and setting the operation into the adjacent hillside via



Drawings

blasting and extensive excavation. This alternative was rejected due to
high cost.

MINIMIZATION: The current preferred alternative is a modification of
alternative 2 whereby the first pond was moved out of Gollon Branch and
adjacent wetlands and flow is proposed to be split between Gollon Branch
and the proposed operation. Wetland impacts are significantly reduced, the
impact to stream flow is significantly reduced, and impacts to the existing
auxiliary stream bed and riparian corridor are eliminated.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant proposes to mitigate
for the unavoidable wetland impacts by purchasing floodplain forested
wetland credits at a 1.2:1 ratio from Bass Creek wetland mitigation bank
located in Rock County, Wisconsin.

See attached.
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