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Information for File #2012-02998-DAS 
 

Applicant  Nick Gebhart (NGC, LLC)   

Corps Contact David Studenski 

Address  1114 South Oak Street, La Crescent, MN 55947 

E-Mail  david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil 

Phone   (651) 290-5902 

 

Primary County Jackson  

Section  SW ¼ of the NE ¼, Sec. 33 

Township  20 North 

Range   1 East 

Information Complete On March 24, 2014 

Posting Expires On  May 4, 2014 

Authorization Type  LOP-06-WI 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 

Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 

have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 

by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 

result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 

and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above. 

    

Project Description and Purpose (As stated by the applicant):   

 

The applicant has proposed the expansion of an existing cranberry marsh.  Four existing 

beds would be extended to the east approximately 400 feet in length.  The expansion 

would provide an additional 4.319 acres of bed area.  Topsoil would be scraped from the 

area of the expansion to create the berms between the beds.  Sand would be brought in to 

bring the grade up to bed elevation. 

 

The expanded beds would continue to utilize water from an existing on-site reservoir.  

Water would be pumped from the reservoir through the west ditch and into the beds for 

flooding and irrigation.  An existing drainage ditch for the beds to the north would be 

extended to the south along the east perimeter of the beds proposed for expansion.  

Drainage from the beds would flow to the extended ditch along the east end of the beds 

and drain back to the reservoir.   
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The expansion is proposed to increase the efficiency of the bed by simplifying 

maintenance, chemical application, and harvest.  Extending the drainage ditch along the 

east perimeter of the proposed beds would address potential vine and crop loss associated 

with the applicant’s current inability to drain beds which do not need to be maintained in 

a flooded condition by allowing drainage of each bed individually. 

 

Aquatic Resource Impacts (As stated by the applicant): 

 

A total of 0.85 acres of fresh (wet) meadow wetland adjacent to Beaver Creek would be 

converted to cranberry bed, and berm and drainage ditch construction as a result of the 

proposed project.  The wetland is in the Castle Rock watershed of the Upper Mississippi 

Region. 

 

Alternatives Considered (As stated by the applicant): 

 

They do not own, and has not sold, additional lands that would be suitable for bed 

expansion.  Adjacent land to the east is not available for purchase and would also result 

in wetland impact.  Alternative sites would result in additional travel expenses. 

 

Extending the drainage ditch to the south would result in 0.145 acres of wetland impact, 

but would not address harvest and maintenance inefficiencies of the existing beds. 

 

Extending the existing beds approximately 700 feet to be in alignment with the beds to 

the north would result in 2.289 acres of wetland impact.  The applicant originally 

proposed this as the preferred alternative but amended the application to permit the 

project described above. 

 

Embankments associated with the proposed project would have 2:1 side slopes to 

minimize wetland impacts. 

 

Compensatory Mitigation: 

 

The applicant has proposed the purchase of 1.02 credits from the Northland Wetland 

Mitigation Bank.  The bank is located in Sec. 1, T. 23N, R. 5E, Wood County, 

Wisconsin. The bank site is also in the Castle Rock watershed of the Upper Mississippi 

Region. 

 

Drawings See attached. 
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