
 
 

 
 

   
 

   
 

U.S Army Corps of Engineers and Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources Guidance on Evaluating Potential Wetland Preservation Sites for 
Eligibility to Provide Compensatory Mitigation/Replacement in Minnesota  

 
1. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers St. Paul District Regulatory Branch (Corps) and 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) have developed joint guidance for 
wetland preservation mitigation proposals. This guidance applies to a potential site’s eligibility 
for approval under both Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and the Minnesota Wetland 
Conservation Act (WCA) wetland regulatory programs. This is a joint effort between the Corps 
and BWSR to provide guidance to the public on submitting adequate preservation proposals for 
both agencies. Adherence to this guidance will help applicants assemble the necessary 
information and documentation needed by regulatory reviewers to effectively evaluate a site for 
eligibility.   
 

2. For the Corps, the guidance applies to all future and ongoing compensatory mitigation 
proposals involving wetland preservation, including mitigation banks and permittee-responsible 
mitigation.  Effective the date of this Public Notice, the guidance replaces all previous Corps 
guidance concerning preservation as mitigation. This guidance supplements the administrative 
guidance for replacement credit from wetland preservation issued by BWSR on July 1, 2010. 
BWSR may incorporate this guidance into its existing administrative guidance at some point in 
the future when it is revised/updated.   

The guidance is available on the Corps website at: 

http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Mitigation/ 

The updated guidance are available on the BWSR website at: 
http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/wetlandbanking/forms.html. 

 

3. The St. Paul District points of contact for the guidance are Leslie Day, the St. Paul District 
Mitigation Coordinator, at 651-290-5365 and Tim Smith the BWSR Wetland Banking 
Coordinator at 651-600-7554. 
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