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Information for File # 2012-05699-JCD 
 
Applicant: Sherburne County Highway Department – Dan Knapek    

Corps Contact: Jessie C. Diaz   

Address: 180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700; Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101   

E-Mail: Jessie.C.Diaz@usace.army.mil   

Phone: 651-290-5975    

Primary County: Sherburne   

Section: 9    

Township: 35 North   

Range: 29 West     

Information Complete On: February 12, 2013 

Posting Expires On: February 22, 2013 

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN  

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   

    
Project Description and Purpose  

 
The Sherburne County Highway Department is proposing to reconstruct an 
approximately 3 mile segment of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 3 between CSAH 
20 and CSAH 6. The work will be conducted in association with the in-place replacement 
of Bridge No. 7187 over Rice Creek.  The project would include slope flattening, culvert 
work, shoulder widening and ditch grading, bridge replacement, reconstruction of the 
existing roadbed, resurfacing, and pavement marking. The purpose of the project is to 
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provide a safe, adequate roadway and crossing of Rice Creek by reconstructing CSAH 3 
to meet current safety and design standards. 
 
The existing roadway was last constructed in 1957 and displays several geometric 
deficiencies, including: narrow unpaved shoulders, horizontal curves, and poor soil 
structure under the roadway.   The narrow, unpaved shoulders do not provide an area for 
vehicle recovery if a driver strays beyond the through travel lane.  The current roadway 
has visible pavement distress, such as cracking and excessive patching.  In addition, the 
existing bridge has low sufficiency ratings, and is classified as Structurally Deficient 
under MnDOT rules.  
 
 The project would result in the discharge of dredged and fill material into 0.64 acres 
fresh (wet) meadow, 0.86 acres shallow marsh, 1.0 acre shrub-carr or alder thicket, and 
0.13 acres hardwood or coniferous swamp for a total of 2.63 acres of wetland impact. The 
project would also result in the discharge of dredge and fill material below the plane of 
the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) along approximately 150 linear feet of Rice 
Creek.  
 
The Sherburne County Highway Department has considered the following alternative: 
Alternative 1 – No Build Alternative – The no build alternative was considered; however, 
roadway deficiencies make this heavily traveled and important road unsafe.  The existing 
curve in CSAH 3 does not meet safety design standards, and is not compliant with current 
MnDOT requirements. In addition, Bridge # 7187 over Rice Creek is classified as 
structurally deficient, with all components reaching their useful life capacity of 55 years.   
 
The applicant proposes to fulfill compensatory mitigation requirements by debiting new 
wetland credits from the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) Road Replacement 
Program. 
 
Drawings See attached. 


























