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Information for File # 2015-01952-TJH 

 
Applicant:  Chisago County 

 
Corps Contact:  Tom Hingsberger 
 
Address:  180 E. 5th Street, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1638 
 

E-Mail:  thomas.j.hingsberger@usace.army.mil 
 
Phone:  (651) 290-5367 
 
Primary County:  Chisago County 
 
Sections:  34, 35 
 
Township:  34N 
 
Range:  19W 
 

Information Complete On:  July 18, 2015 
 
Posting Expires On:  August 17, 2015 
 

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN 
 
This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources proposed to be 
impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Our jurisdictional review could result in modifications 
to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts and compensatory 
mitigation requirements identified above. An approved jurisdictional determination will 
be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the St. Paul District 
web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   
 
Project Includes:  Construction of a multi-use bituminous trail with three span bridges 
between 975 feet south of CSAH 37 and Tern Avenue. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE:  The purpose of the proposed eastern 
terminus of the multi-use Swedish Immigrant Trail is to connect with the existing Sunrise 
Prairie and Hardwood Creek Trails from North Branch, MN, to Hugo, MN, with a 
potential connection to the Gandy-Dancer Trail system in Wisconsin. The trail is 
intended for pedestrians and bicyclists, and potentially horseback riding and 
snowmobiling, and it is a component of a plan to connect with Interstate Park in Taylors 
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Falls, MN. It would provide a connection between communities, provide recreational 
opportunities, and address safety needs posed by pedestrian use of highways that parallel 
the proposed trail route.  It would also afford improved access to the system by persons 
with disabilities through standard design measures and provide direct access to the trail 
system by adjacent property owners. 
 
The project would be constructed within a 100-foot wide easement for the trail corridor.   
It would involve construction of a 10-foot wide bituminous trail surface, three bridges, a 
temporary culvert bypass of Lawrence Creek, and a 6-foot wide ditch along the entire 
length. The total length of this project is approximately 2.0 miles, or 10,547 ft.  
 
NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 
TO LOSS: The amounts and areas of fill material that would be discharged into wetlands 
and into Lawrence Creek are summarized in Table 1 and shown on the attached 
drawings.   All of the impact locations are located in Chisago County, Watershed No. 37, 
and in Bank Service Area No. 6.  
 

TABLE 1:  Aquatic Resource Impact Summary 
 

Aquatic Resource 
ID (as noted on 
overhead view) 

Aquatic 
Resource Type 

Type of Impact Duration of Impact 
Permanent (P) or 

Temporary (T) 

Size of Impact 
in Acres (ft

2
 

where 
indicated) 

Existing Plant 
Community 
Type(s) in 

Impact Area 

A Wetland Cut/Fill P 0.29 Type 1 
B Wetland Cut/Fill P 0.02 Type 1 
C Wetland Fill P 0.05 Type 3 
D Wetland Fill P 0.06 Type 7 
E Wetland Fill P 0.04 Type 1 
F Wetland Fill P 0.03 Type 1 
G Wetland Fill P 0.03 Type 1 
H Wetland Fill P 0.06 Type 2 
I Wetland Fill P 0.04 Type 2 
J Wetland Fill P 104 ft² Type 2 
K Wetland Fill P 0.04 Type 7 

Lawrence Creek Tributary Fill T (60 Days) 64 ft² 
 

NA 
M Wetland Fill/Excavate P 0.19 Type 2 

 
Project impacts would involve placing fill material in Wetlands A through M to bring 
those areas to grade, and in one public watercourse (Lawrence Creek) for the construction 
of a temporary crossing and culvert bypass to facilitate construction of a permanent span 
bridge at that location.  The temporary crossing would consist of four separate 36-inch 
CMP culverts to allow for continuous flow of Lawrence Creek during project 
construction. The culverts would be removed within 60 days of placement.  
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The wetland communities found within the corridor include Seasonally flooded basins 
(Type 1) that support various bottomland hardwood and coniferous trees. The Wet 
meadow (Type 2) wetlands support a variety of sedges, grasses, rushes, and broad-leaved 
plants. Shallow marsh (Type 3) wetlands typically support cattails, bulrushes, water 
plantains, arrowhead, and lake sedge. Hardwood/Coniferous swamp (Type 7) wetlands 
typically support tamarack, northern white cedar, black spruce, balsam fir, balsam poplar, 
and black ash.  Aspen, box elder, elm, and sugar maple trees dominate the fringe areas 
along the trail corridor. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: The No Build alternative considers not initiating the project, which 
would not address the safety needs of pedestrian and bicycle traffic that currently utilizes 
State Highway 8 or County Highway 37.  It would result in a disconnect in the trail 
system between Wyoming, Minnesota, and Taylors Falls, Minnesota, and to other trail 
systems in Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
 
A second alternative explored rerouting the trail along the eastern length of County 
Highway 37 and then turning south to follow Herberg Road. This alternative was 
dismissed since it would push the trail route to the road along Highway 37 and through 
additional wetland areas east of Herberg Road. While avoiding other surrounding roads, 
trail users would still be required to use portions of County Highway 37, Herberg Road, 
and Tern Road. While wetlands would be avoided between Herberg Road and Lawrence 
Creek, the likelihood of landowners allowing right of way acquisition that would split 
residential and agricultural parcels is unlikely. The alternative route is also lengthier and 
more circuitous, which would increase the impervious surface area and require additional 
mitigation for water quality. 
 
AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION: Wetland A impacts were minimized through the 
use of an elevated span bridge to cross Lawrence Creek instead of a series of culverts as 
what was originally proposed. The span bridge reduces impacts in Wetland A by as much 
as 9,500 ft². Wetland B impacts were minimized through the use of a span bridge to cross 
the drainage area rather than installing a culvert, reducing impacts by as much as 4,200 
ft². The rail route was shifted south and east to reduce impacts to Wetland C. Wetland D 
runs along a north/south axis and would therefore require crossing at some point. The 
original trial route was shifted south to cross Wetland D at its narrowest width and still 
remain within the right of way corridor. Wetland E runs along a north/south axis and 
widens towards its southern terminus. To reduce impacts, the trail route was shifted north 
to cross at the narrowest portion. 
 
The private property line to the north dictated the northernmost extent of the trail route. 
The rail route was shifted eastward to avoid bisecting Wetland F. The fil area within the 
right of way could not be totally avoided, but the impact was minimized as much as 
possible. The rail route was shifted eastward to avoid bisecting Wetland G. The narrow 
right of way forced the trail to cause some impact, but resulting impacts are less than the 
original design. The original design proposed routing the trail along the west side of 
Wetland H. Neighboring private  property owners were opposed to the trail being 
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constructed in close proximity to their residences, so the trail route was shifted along the 
east side of Wetland H. This resulted in additional impact, but the route was shifted as far 
eastward as possible for minimization purposes. Impacts to Wetland I were reduced by 
changing the trail route to travel along the east side of Wetland H. This allowed the turn 
to the east to be shifted south and east to cross Herberg Road, rather than towards the 
center of Wetland I. The original trail route crossing Wetland J was dictated by the 
southern extreme of the existing right of way. To avoid impacts to Wetland J, the county 
was able to purchase additional right of way and shift the trail alignment southward. 
Wetland K’s axis runs north and south, and widens towards in northern terminus. The 
trail was routed through the narrowest width of Wetland K to reduce wetland impacts. 
The original design called for the trail to cross Wetland L before it intersected CSAH 37. 
The new design eliminates this section of the trail, therefore Wetland L will be entirely 
avoided. A stormwater pond is planned to be constructed partially in Wetland M to treat 
runoff from impervious surface along the trail route. Multiple locations were examined 
along the trail route for placement of this pond, but none existed that would be able to 
efficiently collect the necessary quantity of stormwater. The trail was shifted to the east 
to minimize stormwater pond impacts to Wetland M. Lawrence Creek would need to be 
crossed at some point to continue trail development to the west, and the proposed route 
crosses the creek in a narrow location where slopes are not as steep and the potential for 
significant erosion or sediment impacts are not as high.  
 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: Compensation for the permanent loss of 0.85 acre of 
wetlands would be provided by purchasing a minimum of 1.70 acres of wetland bank 
credits from an approved wetland bank located in Bank Service Area 6.  
 
Drawings:  See attached. 
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Figure 1.  Wetland Locations
Swedish Immigrant Trail
Chisago County, MN
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