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Information for File #2015-01228-BGO 
 
Applicant:  Pipestone County Highway Department 

Corps Contact:  Benjamin Orne 

Address:  180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1678 

E-Mail:  benjamin.g.orne@usace.army.mil  

Phone:  (651) 290-5280 

Project Location:  Sec. 25 & 36, T. 106N., R.  45W., Sec. 30 & 31, T. 106N., R. 44W., Sec. 1, 

12, 13, & 24, T. 105N., R. 45W., and Sec. 6, 7, 18, & 19, T. 105N., R. 44W., Pipestone County, 

Minnesota.  

Information Complete On:  May 12, 2015 

Posting Expires On:  May 22, 2015 

Authorization Type:  LOP-05-MN 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps 
jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We have made a preliminary 
determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are 
regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Our 
jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could result in modifications to the 
scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts and compensatory mitigation 
requirements identified below. 
 
Project Description: 
 
The Pipestone County Highway Department proposes to discharge dredged or fill material into 
4.04 acres of seasonally flooded (Type 1) wetlands at 20 wetland crossings and 701 linear feet 
(0.40 acre) of stream at 5 stream crossings.  Of which, approximately 1.58 acre of wetland 
impact will result from permanent fill, 1.57 acre of wetland impacts will result from permanent 
excavation, and 0.89 acre of wetland impact will result from temporary fill.  The work will be 
conducted in association with the reconstruction of an approximately 5.89-mile segment of 
County State Aid Highway 16, including the replacement of five existing structures (SP 059-616-
032), as follows: 
 

- STA. 20+89 - Remove 1-line of 73-inch RCP arch culvert and replace with 2-lines of 65-
inch by 45-inch RCP arch culvert with end sections and riprap protection (Bridge 59K05).  
This work would result in the discharge of dredged or fill material below the plane of the 
ordinary high water mark along 104 linear feet (0.05 acre) of an unnamed tributary to 
Poplar Creek. 
 

- STA. 186+66 - Remove an existing 26-foot timber slab span bridge (Bridge 59504) and 
replace with 1-line of 16-foot by 8-foot and 1-line of 16-foot by 7-foot concrete box 
culvert with end sections and riprap protection (Bridge 59K06).  This work would result in 
the discharge of dredged or fill material below the plane of the ordinary high water mark 
along 220 linear feet (0.14 acre) of an unnamed tributary to Rock River. 
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- STA. 198+48 - Remove 2-lines of 10-foot by 8-foot concrete box culvert (Bridge 92645) 
and replace with 2-lines of 12-foot by 10-foot concrete box culvert with end sections and 
riprap protection (Bridge 59K07).  This work would result in the discharge of dredged or 
fill material below the plane of the ordinary high water mark along 140 linear feet (0.13 
acre) of an unnamed tributary to Rock River. 

 
- STA. 198+48 – Remove 1-line of 6-foot by 4-foot concrete box culvert and replace with 

1-line of 10-foot by 5-foot concrete box culvert with end sections and riprap protection 
(Bridge 59K08).  This work would result in the discharge of dredged or fill material below 
the plane of the ordinary high water mark along 151 linear feet (0.03 acre) of an 
unnamed tributary to Rock River. 

 
- STA. 304+65 - Remove 1-line of 98-inch structural plate arch culvert and replace with 1-

line of 12-foot by 6-foot concrete box culvert with end sections and riprap protection 
(Bridge 59K09).  This work would result in the discharge of dredged or fill material below 
the plane of the ordinary high water mark along 86 linear feet (0.05 acre) of an unnamed 
tributary to Rock River. 

 
The existing facility does not meet current design standards and has several infrastructure 
(structurally deficient culverts and bridges and poor pavement) and geometric deficiencies 
(narrow shoulders and steep inslopes).  The proposed improvement work would replace the 
existing structures and widen the existing road surface to 12-foot-wide paved driving lanes and 
5-foot-wide aggregate shoulders.  The minimum design standard for shoulders on this roadway 
is 4 feet wide.  However, 5-foot-wide shoulders are being proposed to provide additional width 
for large agricultural equipment and to accommodate for future pavement overlay. 
 
Federally Listed Threatened and Endangered Species 
 
According to the USFWS Midwest Region website, which was checked on May 12, 2015, the 
Northern long-eared bat (threatened), Topeka shiner (endangered), Dakota skipper 
(threatened), Poweshiek skipperling (endangered), and western prairie fringed orchid 
(threatened) are found in Pipestone County, MN. 
 
Historic Properties 
 
The latest version of the National Register of Historic Places has been consulted and no listed 
properties (known to be eligible for inclusion, or included in the Register) are located in the 
project area. 
 
State Listed Impaired (Section 303(d)) Waters 
 
According to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Impaired Waters Viewer, which was 
checked on May 12, 2015, there are no state listed impaired waters located within 1-mile of the 
project area. 
 
Mitigation 
 
The applicant proposes to satisfy wetland compensatory mitigation requirements by debiting 
wetland credits from a Corps-approved, Board of Water and Soil Resources Local Government 
Roads Wetland Replacement Program mitigation bank. 
 
Drawings 
 
See attached MVP-2015-01228-BGO, Page 1 of 17 through Page 17 of 17. 
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