Information for File #2015-00707-TJH

Applicant: City of Sandstone, Minnesota

Corps Contact: Tom Hingsberger

Address: 180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700, St. Paul, MN 55101

E-Mail: thomas.j.hingsberger@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5367

Primary County: Pine

Location: sec. 16, T. 24 N., R. 20 W.; 46.123811, -92.881654

Information Complete On: October 8, 2015

Posting Expires On: January 18, 2016

Authorization Type: This application is being reviewed in accordance with current practices for
documenting Corps jurisdiction under Section(s) 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899
and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

We have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted
by the proposed project are subject to Corps of Engineers jurisdiction under Section(s) 9 & 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and/or Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. If an approved
jurisdictional determination is completed as part of the review process for this application, a

copy will be posted on the St. Paul District web page at the following link:
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.

Project Description and Purpose: The City of Sandstone, Minnesota has applied for Department
of the Army authorization pursuant to section 404 of the Clean Water Act to discharge fill
material into 1.94 acres of wetlands and less than 10 linear feet of Skunk Creek and for the
construction of a new road and sanitary and storm sewer utilities. The new road, an extension of
Lundorff Drive, will be constructed from Highway 23 to approximately 5,000 feet south of the
Highway 23. The new road and utilities will service the proposed Pine Medical Center campus
and business park. Activities requiring Department of the Army authorization associated with the
campus and business park are being reviewed under separate application (see LOP posting for
2015-00711-TKH).

Name, Area and Types of Waters Subject to Loss: The project would result in permanent fill
impacts to 1.61 acres of wetlands and temporary fill impacts to 0.33 acres of wetlands. All of the
permanent fill impacts to wetlands are associated with road construction. The wetland types
consist of shrub carr, fresh (wet) meadow, and floodplain forest. The project would also result in
temporary impacts to a small length of Skunk Creek and other wetlands for trenching the
utilities. Temporary impacts would be restored to their pre-construction elevation and condition.

Alternatives Considered: The applicant has only considered the “no-build” and the preferred
alternative. The applicant states that an earlier design included permanent impacts to an
additional 0.56 acre of wetland which was avoided through a change in roadway alignment. The
applicant has also stated impacts to Skunk Creek and its adjacent wetlands have been avoided
by using a clear span bridge.


http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx

Compensatory Mitigation: The applicant has proposed to purchase 1.61 mitigation credits for
permanent losses of wetlands associated with the project. The exact source of the credits has
not been identified but the applicant expects to find the appropriate type and amount in the bank
service area in which the impacts would occur.

See attached drawings.



Table 2
Wetland Impacts by Basin and Impact Type for the Current Design Alternative

Circ.39 Wetland Impacts (Alt 3A)
Basin | (Cowardin) Plant | Setting and Basin |Fill impact|Cut impact| Temp. Total
ID Comm. Type! Inlet/ Outlet | DNR PWI Size? (ac) (ac) impact (ac) limpact (ac)
Type 6/2 (PSS/ .| Skunk Creek
PEMB) Flow thro_ugh, is
1 _palustrine | hered| >20ac|  0.01 0.00 0.33 0.34
Shrub carr/ Wet |fringe of Skunk . ) ) ) ’
Public
(fresh) meadow Creek W
atercourse
Type 6/2 (PSS/ | Flow through;
PEMB) roadside ditch
2 Shrub carr/ Wet | on south side no >2 ac 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.18
(fresh) meadow | of MN Hwy 23
Type 1L
5 (PFO1A) Flow through no >1.5ac| 1.13 0.00 0.00 1.13
‘ wetland
Floodplain forest
Type 2 (PEMB/
PFO1B)
g | Fresh(we Isolated no >lac | 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Meadow depression
Hardwood
Swamp
Total Impacts (ac) 1.32 0.00 0.33 1.65
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