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Information for File # 2015-00212-JCD 
 
Applicant: City of Otsego      

Corps Contact:   Jessie C. Diaz   

Address:   180 – 5th Street East, Suite 700; St. Paul, Minnesota 55101  

E-Mail: Jessie.C.Diaz@usace.army.mil   

Phone:   651-290-5975 

Primary County: Wright      

Section: 28-33      

Township: 121   

Range: 23      

Information Complete On:   January 21, 2015 

Posting Expires On:   February 20, 2015  

Authorization Type:   LOP-05-MN  

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps 
jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We have made a preliminary 
determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are 
regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Our 
jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could result in modifications to the 
scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts and compensatory mitigation 
requirements identified above.   

    
Project Description: 
The City of Otsego is proposing to construct a new segment of 70th Street from Martin Farms 
Avenue to Nadala Avenue. The project also includes improvements to 70th Street from Nadala 
Avenue to Oakwood Avenue, construction of a roundabout at the intersection of Oakwood 
Avenue and 70th Street, and improvements to County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 37 from ¼ 
mile south of the 70th Street intersection. The project in total is 2.33 miles long and will include a 
bituminous trail constructed from Martin Farms Avenue to Odean Avenue, construction of six 
stormwater ponds, and several culvert replacements of the same size and elevation, with the 
exception of one culvert being lengthened.  
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Project Purpose: 
The primary purpose of the project is to facilitate safe traffic patterns in central Otsego and 
neighboring cities by providing an additional east-west route through Otsego. The project will 
provide improved access to local residents, area businesses, and regional transportation corridors, 
and will also reduce the amount of traffic using less direct, heavily traveled and in some cases, 
sub-standard roadways. The off-street trail will provide the City's first safe east-west connection 
allowing full access to the nearly 35 miles of existing trails and sidewalk to bikers and 
pedestrians. This trail connection would also allow access from trails in west Otsego to connect 
to the Mississippi River Trail (MRT). 
 
Direct and/or indirect impacts as a result of the project to aquatic resources (wetland, lake, 
tributary, etc.) can be found in the attached two tables.  
 
Alternatives Considered: 
Currently, traffic is using more circuitous routes to travel east and west through the City of 
Otsego. Wright County CSAH 39 is a two lane highway but with ADTs exceeding 10,000 and 
being located along the northerly edge of the City it is less than an ideal alternate route. Existing 
Wright County CSAH 37 has a narrow paved surface (26' to 28') with steeper ditch slopes and 
two 40 MPH curves. Other alternative connection routes consist of local rural section streets that 
are narrow, paved and/or gravel, have steeper ditch slopes, and 20 MPH curves. 
 
A feasible location alternative for the new portion of 70th St. would be to follow the section lines 
without the proposed horizontal curves to the west of McAllister Avenue. This would shorten the 
overall length of the road (and thus reduce the project cost) and eliminate a possible safety 
hazard of introducing curves to a straight stretch of road. This alternative was eliminated from 
consideration as the cost savings are minimal and there is enough room to provide safe 55 mph 
curves. These curves also eliminate the need to remove existing occupied structures in an active 
farmstead. Acquiring right-of-way with structures would be more expensive and controversial. 
 
No other alternatives are considered feasible; 70th Street offers the most complete existing east-
west connection available. Moving the proposed project to the north or south to connect different 
roads across the city would require a greater amount of new road construction, right-of-way 
taking, and more property impacts. 
 
None of the above mentioned alternate routes provide a safe route for bike or pedestrian traffic. 
Traveling along the shoulders of CSAH 39 or CSAH 37 is the only way to access the existing 
trails and sidewalk system from the east or west side of the City. Providing residents a more 
effective and safe access to the existing parks/trails network, schools and commercial businesses 
are a high priority for the City of Otsego. Currently, children who attend Rogers Middle or High 
School from this area do not have direct access to their school except from the freeway system 
which forces additional congestion at the I-94 intersection in Rogers from the south. This 
alternative route could alleviate some of the morning/afternoon clogging of that heavily-used 
area by redirecting some traffic onto Hwy. 101 and the newly built County Road 42 intersection 
from the north. 
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Compensatory Mitigation: 
The existing wetlands along the proposed corridor are generally low quality, farmed or tilled 
with no upland buffers in place. Most of the wetland functions along the corridor provide 
retention functions, protecting downstream water quality. The functions and values of the aquatic 
resources lost as a result of the project would  be compensated  for through the purchase of Corps 
approved wetland bank credits.  
 
Drawings See attached. 
 



Wetland ID SF AC SF AC SF AC SF AC
A 0 0.0000 0 0.0000 0 0.0000 17597 0.4040
B 6744 0.1548 2520 0.0579 4224 0.0970 10236 0.2350
C 56 0.0013 0 0.0000 56 0.0013 9504 0.2182
D 5157 0.1184 0 0.0000 5157 0.1184 10490 0.2408
E 1405 0.0323 0 0.0000 1405 0.0323 13456 0.3089
F 486 0.0112 0 0.0000 486 0.0112 54475 1.2506
G 7203 0.1654 2696 0.0619 4507 0.1035 10191 0.2340
H 1076 0.0247 98 0.0022 978 0.0225 linear linear
I 2178 0.0500 1369 0.0314 809 0.0186 2670 0.0613

CR1 6272 0.1440 0 0.0000 6272 0.1440 821600 18.8613
CR2 759 0.0174 0 0.0000 759 0.0174 2719 0.0624

AQUATIC 1 912 0.0209 0 0.0000 912 0.0209 912 0.0209
AQUATIC 2 2036 0.0467 0 0.0000 2036 0.0467 2036 0.0467
TOTALS 34,284 0.7871 6,683 0.1534 27,601 0.6336

SUMMARY OF WETLAND IMPACTS
70TH STREET/CSAH 37 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

S.P. 217-112-002 & S.P. 086-637-033

Size of Impact
Total Wetland SizeTotal Trail Road
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