Information for File # 2014-4330-ARC

Applicant Kevin Halpin — Wisconsin Central Limited

Corps Contact Andrew Chambers

Address 600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 211. Duluth, MN 55802
E-Mail Andrew.r.chambers@usace.army.mil

Phone 218-720-5291

Primary County St. Louis

Section 9
Township 66N
Range 20W

Information Complete On April 16, 2015
Posting Expires On May 22, 2015
Authorization Type LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps
jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We have made a preliminary
determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are
regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Our
jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could result in modifications to the
scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts and compensatory mitigation
requirements identified above. An approved jurisdictional determination will be made prior to
reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the St. Paul District web page at
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE:

Wisconsin Central Limited is proposing to replace bridge number 128.84 that crosses the Ash
River in St. Louis County The existing bridge was built in 1963 and is approximately 71’ long
and 22’ in height. A new 80’ long precast concrete bridge with DVB girders would be installed in
the same location. The timber pilings from existing bridge would be cutoff flush with the ground
and new abutment caps on H-piles would replace them. A temporary causeway would be
constructed directly upstream to serve as an access road for construction. The causeway would
consist of 5 48” x 40’ culverts covered by temporary fill. Fill material and culverts would be
removed following the bridge replacement and the river would be returned to its pre-impact
condition.

NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT TO LOSS:



The Ash River (designated trout stream) would be impacted by the installation of the new H-
piles in construction of the new bridge. The temporary causeway would also involve 675 square
feet of fill to be placed in the river, and a small portion, 600 square feet, to be placed in shrub
swamp wetlands adjacent to the river.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

The applicant considered replacing the bridge with an earthen crossing. This alternative
involved the removal of the bridge, placement of four box culverts in the river, and filling to the
grade. This alternative was not selected due to the safety concerns and impacts to the river.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION:

The applicant has not proposed compensatory mitigation for the proposed impacts to the Ash
River and shrub swamp wetlands.

Drawings See attached.
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