Information for File # 2014-03734-DWW

Applicant Pacific Education Partners

Corps Contact Daryl W. Wierzbinski

Address 600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 211
Duluth, Minnesota 55802

E-Mail daryl.w.wierzbinski@usace.army.mil

Phone 218-720-5291 EXT 35401

Primary County St. Louis

Section 8

Township 50 N.

Range 14 W.

Information Complete On  April 22, 2016
Posting Expires On May 13, 2016
Authorization Type LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with current practices for documenting Corps
jurisdiction under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

We have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted
by the proposed project are subject to Corps of Engineers jurisdiction under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act. If an approved jurisdictional determination is completed as part of the review
process for this application, a copy will be posted on the St. Paul District web page at the
following link: http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.

Project

The Pacific Education Partners is proposing to construct a two level public charter high school,
grades 8-12, 320 parking stalls, storm water treatment area, track and field areas and access
roads.

Project Description
The proposed project would result in the discharge of dredged and fill materials into 2.5 acres of
wetlands that are adjacent to Chester Creek that is a tributary to Lake Superior.

Name, Area and Types of Waters (including wetlands) Subject to Loss
The proposed wetland impact types consist of approximately 1.22 acres of shallow/deep marsh
wetlands and 1.28 acres of scrub-carr/forested wetlands.

Alternatives Considered
A no build alternative was considered but rejected because the applicant determined that the
no-build would not fulfill the purpose and need of the project.



Alternative 1 — Duluth Armory Site was considered as a possible re-utilization of an existing
building but was rejected due to inadequate parking area as well as structural issues which
would increase the budget.

Alternative 2 — County Jail Site was dismissed due to the fact that it is adjacent to a County Jail.

Alternative 3 — The Southwest quadrant of Arlington and Rice Lake Road was considered but
dismissed because the proposed wetland impacts would be approximately 2.55 acres and the
purchase price would be cost prohibitive.

Alternative 4 — Arrowhead Road next to Nortrax was considered and dismissed because the
proposed wetland impacts would be approximately 2.81 acres and there are extensive wetlands
on the property.

Alternative 5 — Central High School was considered, but dismissed because the Duluth Public
School District (ISD 709) rejected an offer as it would go against their policy of selling to another
competing school.

Preferred Alternative — Snowflake Nordic Ski Center was chosen as the preferred alternative
because of its proximity to the current elementary school, and would meet the State of
Minnesota Department of Education Standards.

Compensatory Mitigation

The applicant proposes to compensate for the loss of wetlands associated with this project by
purchasing 1.25 acres of Type 2, fresh wet meadow wetland credits and 1.25 acres of Type 6,
shrub-carr/alder thicket credits to be debited from the Zeimet/Peterson Preserve Wetland
Mitigation Bank (Account 1532) in Bank Service Area 1.

Drawings See attached.


























