Information for: File # 2014-03274-RQM

Applicant: City of Long Prairie

Corps Contact: Robert Maroney

Address: 10867 East Gull Lake Drive NW Brainerd, Minnesota 56401

E-Mail: robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5766

Primary County: Todd County, Minnesota

Section, Township, Range: Sections: 1 & 12, T129N, R30W, Sections: 7 &
18, T129N, R29W.

Information Complete On: 28 September 2015

Posting Expires On: 8 October 2015

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with current practices for
documenting Corps jurisdiction under Section(s) 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor
Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

We have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would
be impacted by the proposed project are subject to Corps of Engineers
jurisdiction under Section(s) 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and/or
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. If an approved jurisdictional determination is
completed as part of the review process for this application, a copy will be posted

on the St. Paul District web page at the following link:
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Requlatory.aspx

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE:
Project Purpose

The purpose of the CentraCare expansion in Long Prairie, Minnesota is to serve
a growing community with a modern assisted living facility and hospital. As part
of the CentraCare Hospital Addition in Long Prairie, MN, the City of Long Prairie
is constructing an access road to the facility. The proposed access road will
provide vehicle access to the facilities, including emergency vehicle access.


http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx

Project Description

As part of the CentraCare Hospital Addition in Long Prairie, MN, the City of Long
Prairie is constructing an access road to the facility. The development will consist
of an assisted living facility to be built first and a hospital facility to be built in the
future. The access road will connect to MTH 27 to the north and CSAH 12 to the
south. This configuration will provide access to the facilities from two major
arteries, allowing for rapid access for emergency vehicles. City utilities need to
be constructed to reach the CentraCare facilities and are being constructed in
conjunction with the roadway project.

Name, Area, and Types of Waters (including wetlands) Subject to Loss:

Aquatic resources impacted by this project include 2.42 acres of wetlands.
Wetland community types and quantities impacted by this project are: 2.42 acres
of fresh wet meadow (Type 2). Approximately 0.45 acres of wetland impact will
be temporary excavation impacts associated with utility lines and approximately
1.97 acres of impact will be permanent wetland impacts associated with road
construction.

Alternatives Considered:

“No-Build” Alternative — The “No-Build” alternative would not result in wetland
impacts. The “No-Build” alternative is not a feasible option for this project, as the
no-build alternative would not accomplish the overall project purpose. The no
build alternative will be carried forward though the analysis as a baseline
comparison to the other alternatives.

Alternative 1 (Figure 2) — The road alignment in Alternative 1 follows the power
line right-of-way. This alternative was considered because it allows the road to
follow an established easement. The road would cut across Wetland WB-01 at
the western end of the wetland, splitting it, leaving a small remnant wetland. The
hydrology to this wetland would most likely be insufficient to maintain the wetland
as a viable aquatic resource. Therefore, the road impacts and remnant wetland
would be mitigated for, leaving a total impact to Wetland WB-01 of 0.91-acres.
This alignment would split Wetland WB-02, but the remnant left is large enough
to maintain wetland hydrology. Impacts to Wetland WB-02 would be 1.26-acres.
This option was discarded because of the large amount of wetland impacts and
the right-of-way alignment forces the proposed access road onto an adjacent

property.

Alternative 2 (Figure 3) — The Alternative 2 road alignment decreases wetland
impacts significantly from Alternative 1. The Alternative 2 alignment swings the
road as much as allowed by MnDOT standards to avoid the wetlands. Impacts to



Wetland WB-01 are minimized by swinging the road to the west, 0.71-acres of
impacts. The alignment through Wetland WB-02 swings to the east, decreasing
impacts to 0.89-acres. Wetland WB-02 impacts increase due to the viability of the
remnant wetland left on the east side of the road. It may not receive enough
hydrology in order to stay viable, therefore the entire remnant would be mitigated
for, increasing impacts to 1.34-acres. This alternative was discarded for safety
reasons. This access road will be used by emergency vehicles with priority
patients being delivered to the medical facilities. The curves in the road cause a
safety issue with emergency vehicles which maybe traveling at a higher speed
then what is posted. Therefore, the preferred option is to have a road that is as
straight as possible.

Compensatory Mitigation:

The applicant has proposed to debit wetland credits from a private account as
compensatory mitigation for unavoidable wetland impacts associated with this
project. The credits will be drawn from bank #1287 in Benton County, at a 2.5:1
ratio. Compensatory mitigation will be provided for the 1.97 acres of permanent
wetland impact by debiting 4.925 standard wetland credits from this Corps
approved bank.

National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106)

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act will be addressed in
accordance with the Programmatic Agreement between the St. Paul District
Army Corps of Engineers and the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office.
Endangered Species Act

The St. Paul District Army Corps of Engineers has made a determination of "No
Effect", completing the consultation requirements defined in Section 7 of the

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.

Drawings  See attached.
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CentraCare Hospital Addition - No-Loss A Figure 2: Proposed Temporary Impacts
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