
Information for File #2014-03129-CLJ

Applicant: Rich Sanders, Polk County Highway Department
Corps Contact: Craig L. Jarnot
Address: 4111 Technology Drive, Suite 295, Bemidji MN, 56601
E-Mail: Craig.L.Jarnot@usace.army.mil
Phone: (651) 290-5337
Primary County : Polk
Sec/Township/Range: Sec. 9, 16, 28, 29, 32, 33, T. 148N., R. 42W. 
Information Complete On: October 1, 2014
Posting Expires On: October 20, 2014
Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN (A);

CWA Section 404 LOP

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps jurisdiction 
under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(CWA) identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We have made a preliminary determination that 
the aquatic resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of 
Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  The jurisdictional review determines the scope of the 
projects regulated impacts and compensatory mitigation requirements.  

PROJECT PURPOSE & NEED: The purpose of the project is to reconstruct approximately 4.6 miles 
of Polk County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 34 between CSAH 36 and the city of Erskine, and 0.75 miles 
of CSAH 36 from 0.75 miles west of CSAH 34 to convergence with CSAH 34 (SAP 60-634-011).
Currently, this portion of CSAH 34 and CSAH 36 is built to a 7-ton design rural paved roadway with 12-
foot lanes, 3-foot wide shoulders, 3:1 (H:V) inslopes, and a deteriorated driving surface.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The applicant proposes to reconstruct the portion of CSAH 34 and 
CSAH 36 to minimum design standards for a roadway with a projected ADT of 1,200 vehicles per day.  
The reconstruction would include road surface reconstruction, shoulder widening, and roadside ditch 
grading. The project as proposed would maintain current 12-foot wide driving lanes, but extend the current
3-foot wide shoulders to 4.5-foot wide shoulders.  The 4.5-foot wide shoulder will allow for an initial 
pavement design for a 9-ton structural strength with a future bituminous overlay to achieve 10-ton design 
strength.  Along with additional lane width, roadway inslopes would be constructed at 4:1.  This design is 
consistent with State Aid 8820.9920 Minimum Design Standards; Rural and Suburban Undivided; New or 
Reconstruction Projects for this category of projected ADT.

NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT TO 
LOSS: Approximately, 0.09 acres of seasonally flooded basin (Type 1), 0.73 acres of wet meadow (Type-
2), 0.33 acres of shallow marsh (Type 3), and 0.41 acres of deep marsh (Type 4) wetland would be 
impacted as a result of placing fill material required for the road widening. In addition, 1.83 acres of 
roadside ditch wetland would be impacted as a result of placing fill material required for the widening of 
the roadway.  Excavation in uplands would occur in order to replace the roadside ditch wetlands. The 
applicant has indicated that no new excavation will occur in wetland basins in the interest of minimizing 
impacts to wetlands. The applicant has also indicated broken inslopes will be used where practical to 
minimize impacts to wetlands. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The no-build alternative would avoid all impacts to wetlands; 
however, the no-build alternative was dismissed as it would not meet the project purpose to improve road 
conditions and degraded culverts. The standard project design plan would not include inslope breaks at 



wetland intersections, resulting in increased impacts to wetlands, and as such was not considered for the 
purposes of minimization.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION:
The applicant has proposed compensatory mitigation for the 1.56 acres of impact to wetlands as a result 
widening the roadway through the Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources (BWSR) Road 
Replacement Program.  

Drawings: 2014-03129-CLJ 1 of 12 through 12 of 12. See attached.
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