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Information for File #2014-02528-SEW
Applicant: Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), Metro District; c/o Mr. Bryce 
Fossand

Corps Contact: Sarah Wingert, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 180 5th Street East, Suite 700, 
St. Paul, MN, 55101-1678; 651-290-5358; sarah.e.wingert@usace.army.mil

County: Washington

Location: Forest Lake in Sections 17 and 20, Township 32N., Range 21W.

Information Complete On: March 27, 2015

Posting Expires On: April 10, 2015

Authorization Type: Section 404 Clean Water Act via LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps 
jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We have made a preliminary 
determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are 
regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Our 
jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could result in modifications to the 
scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts and compensatory mitigation 
requirements identified above.  

PROJECT INVOLVES:

1) Linear Project: The project would occur approximately 0.75 mile of TH 61 from 
approximately 0.25 miles south of the southern intersection with TH 97, to approximately 
0.2 miles north of the northern intersection with TH 97.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The Minnesota Department of Transportation 
(MnDOT) proposes to reconstruct the intersections between TH 61 and TH 97 in the City of 
Forest Lake. The project is needed because the two existing intersections between TH 61 and 
TH 97 are considered high crash areas by MnDOT. Currently, the TH 61 south and north 
junctions with TH 97 are approximately 0.3 miles apart on TH 61. The northern intersection is a 
four-legged, signalized, at-grade intersection, while the southern intersection is consists of 
multiple three-legged, signalized, at-grade intersections. Additionally, travelers on TH 61 and TH 
97 experience congestion during morning and evening peak traffic hours, and during the 
beginning and ending of the school day, as Forest Lake High School and Century Junior High 
are located within a half mile of the northern intersection on the east side of TH 61. Also, the 
pavement in the project area is in fair to poor condition, and the pedestrians and bicyclists 
traveling from the schools to Hardwood Creek trail on the west side of TH 61 have to cross 
multiple lanes of traffic at the northern intersection. 

Thus, MnDOT proposes to improve safety and reduce congestion in the project area by 
implementing the proposed project.  Specifically, the existing northern and southern signalized 
intersections between TH 61 and TH 97 would be removed and converted to multi-lane 
roundabouts.  The roundabouts would have two through lanes in each direction.  Between the 
two intersections, the northbound TH 61 lanes would be shifted slightly west to create a 
narrower median, and the existing northbound TH 61 road would be used as an access road to 
Forest Lake High School.  A one-way road leaving the high school would be constructed from 
Forest Lake High School to the former northbound TH 61 roadway in order to reduce bus 
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congestion on TH 61 at the end of the school day. A grade-separated trail bridge would be 
constructed across TH 61 from pedestrian trail at Forest Lake High School on the south side of 
TH 97 to a pedestrian trail that exists on the west side of TH 61.  The pedestrian trail would
connect existing local trail systems, including the Hardwood Creek Trail located on the west side 
of the project. The trail bridge would cross over TH 61 just south of the proposed northern 
roundabout. The new trail bridge would result in the need to relocate an existing pedestrian trail 
closer to Forest Boulevard North, and to raise the trail between 1 and 3 feet in order to connect 
to the pedestrian bridge. Pedestrian trails would be constructed along the outside of each 
quadrant of both intersections. All pedestrian trails constructed for this project would be 10 feet 
wide with 1v:4h sideslopes.

The project includes the construction of four stormwater treatment ponds, improved 
intersection lighting, minor road access modifications, the reconstruction of the entrance to a 
state-owned stockpile site, and the construction of a permanent house-moving bypass route. 
The reconstruction of the entrance of the state-owned stockpile site is needed due to the 
proposed shifting of TH 61 southbound north of the south roundabout.  The construction of a 
permanent house-moving route is needed because these segments of TH 61 and TH 97 are
designated as a house moving route that is used by large vehicles carrying houses from I-35W.  
Due to the proposed pedestrian trail bridge south of the north roundabout, the large vehicles 
would not be able to use this area of TH 61. As such, a new route would be constructed 
between TH 61 and Forest Boulevard to serve as a bypass around the pedestrian bridge.  The 
bypass route would consist of geocomposite pavers with a culvert underneath for drainage.

NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT TO LOSS: As 
proposed, the project would result in approximately 2.45 acres of permanent fill and cut impacts 
to aquatic resources, including 2.12 acres of permanent impacts to wetlands associated with a 
tributary to Rice Creek, and 0.33 acre of permanent impacts to an unnamed tributary to Rice 
Creek.  The proposed permanent impacts by wetland type include 0.88 acre of shallow marsh, 
0.06 acre of wet meadow/shallow marsh complex, 0.14 acre of seasonally flooded basin, 0.43
acre of wet meadow/shrub swamp complex, and 0.61 acre of wet meadow and shallow marsh 
wetlands located in the bottom of roadside ditches.  A detailed breakdown of the proposed
impacts for each wetland is shown on the attached table. 

The project includes the removal of accumulated sediments from the ditched portion of 
Wetland 2, a small creek located in Wetland 2, and Wetland 1 in order to support the 
conveyance of runoff to a larger wetland area located northwest of the project.  The area of 
Wetland 1 that would be graded was found to have more than 1 meter of accumulated 
sediments; as such, maximum of 3.5 feet of accumulated sediments would be removed.
Additionally, approximately 375 linear feet of the creek in Wetland 2 would also be re-graded to 
remove a maximum of 3.5 feet of accumulated sediments.  The re-graded creek section would 
have a maximum 10-foot bottom width with 1v:4h sideslopes. Two stormwater ponds would 
impact wetlands (Wetlands 12 and 13). Additionally, approximately 0.12 acre of excavation 
(resulting in the removal of less than one foot of material) would occur in Wetland 5 to allow 
positive drainage from southbound TH 61 to the proposed culvert under the new house moving 
bypass route. 

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION:  The applicant proposes to compensate for unavoidable,
permanent, adverse wetland impacts by debiting credits 4.78 credits from the state wetland 
bank using account #1579, which is a Corps-approved, MnDOT-owned bank account located in 
major watershed 42 (Mississippi River – La Crescent), Bank Service Area 8, Houston County.  
The proposed impacts are located in major watershed 20 (Mississippi River), BSA 7/Twin Cities 
BSA, Washington County.

DRAWINGS: See attached table labeled “2014-02528-SEW, Table 1 of 1”, and figures labeled 
“2014-02528-SEW, Figures 1-3 of 3”.



2014-02528-SEW, Table 1 of 1: Proposed Aquatic Resource Impacts

Aquatic Resource ID
Permanent Cut 
Impacts (acre)

Permanent 
Fill Impacts 

(acre)

Total 
Permanent 

Impacts (acre)

Aquatic Resource 
Type

Reason for impact?

Wetland 1 0.21 0 0.21 shallow marsh
 Cut: excavation of accumulated sediments for conveyance of water from 

the creek to the wetland to the northwest of the project area

Wetland 2 0.15 0.04 0.19 wet meadow/shrub 
swamp

Cut: excavation of accumulated sediment from ditched portion of wetland 
and creek for conveyance of water; re-shaping sideslopes for stability; Fill: 

widening to TH 97 approach to roundabout

Creek at Wetland 2 0.33 0 0.33 intermittent 
tributary

Cut: excavation of accumulated sediments for conveyance of water and re-
shaping sideslopes for stability

Wetland 3 0 0 0 shallow marsh avoided

Wetland 4 0.02 0.03 0.05
wet meadow 
(wetland in 

roadside ditch)

Fill: needed to widen TH 97 approach to roundabout; Cut: needed to 
extend an existing culvert

Wetland 5 0.12 0.12 0.24 wet meadow/shrub 
swamp

Fill: for stockpile road entrance relocation and pedestrian trail relocation; 
Cut: for positive drainage from TH 61 southbound to the culvert under the 

new house moving route bypass

Wetland 6 0.02 0.09 0.11 shallow marsh
Fill: for approach to north roundabout, including a 10-foot shoulder, and 

for trail construction on NW quadrant of north roundabout

Wetland 7 0 0.56 0.56 shallow marsh
Fill: for north side of TH 97 approach to north roundabout (includes trail) 

and two culverts on NE quadrant of roundabout; 

Wetland 8 0 0.23 0.23
shallow marsh 

(wetland in 
roadside ditch)

Fill proposed in entirety for northern roundabout 

Wetland 9 0 0.1 0.1
shallow marsh 

(wetland in 
roadside ditch)

Fill for south side of TH 97 approach to north roundabout (includes some 
fill for trail)

Wetland 10 0.07 0.01 0.08
wet meadow 
(wetland in 

roadside ditch)

Cut: needed to allow water drainage from TH 61 approach to south 
roundabout

Wetland 11 0 0.15 0.15
wet meadow 
(wetland in 

roadside ditch)
Fill for sideslope at TH 210 and new Bus Driveway (includes 10-foot trail)

Wetland 12 0.02 0.04 0.06
wet 

meadow/shallow 
marsh

Fill for Bus Driveway and Bus Drive Dry Pond. 

Wetland 13 0.03 0.11 0.14 seasonally flooded 
basin

Fill proposed in entirety for southern roundabout and 210th Street 
Filtration Basin

TOTAL Aquatic Resource 
Permanent Impacts

0.97 1.48 2.45
TOTAL Stream Permanent 

Impacts
0.33 0 0.33

TOTAL Wetland Permanent 
Impacts

0.64 1.48 2.12
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Figure 1 of 3:
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Figure 2 of 3:
Aquatic Resource
Impact Locations

unnamed creek:
0.33 ac. cut impact

0.15 ac. cut impact



2014-02528-SEW,
Figure 3 of 3: Proposed
Grading in Wetland 1
and Creek/Wetland 2


