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Information for File # 2014-02418-WAB

Applicant: Jon Hodgson / U.S. Forest Service

Corps Contact: William Baer

Address: 4111 Technology Drive, Suite 295, Bemidji, MN 56601

E-Mail: William.A.Baer@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5338

Primary County: Itasca

Location: NW ¼, NE ¼, Section 35, T146N, R29W

Information Complete On: 7/31/2014

Posting Expires On: 10/20/2014

Authorization Type: LOP-10-R

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The existing constructed harbor on the 
west side of Lake Winnibigoshish would be partially filled for the purposes of reducing 
habitat for aquatic invasive species, including faucet snail (Bithynia tentaculata) and
zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha). The project consists of relocating the existing 
harbor boat launch ramp, filling in approximately half of the existing harbor, dredging 
portions of the remaining harbor channel, riprapping the face of the fill area, and 
hydroseeding the work area.  Fill material would consist of approximately 1,650 cubic 
yards of borrow material taken from the upland slope on the north side of the existing 
harbor and approximately 3,275 cubic yards of fill would be obtained offsite.  
Approximately 420 cubic yards of material would be excavated from the harbor to widen 
the channel and relocate the existing boat ramp.
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NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 
TO LOSS: Approximately 0.35 acres of aquatic area in the constructed harbor would be 
filled.  Additional work will occur in the remaining portion of the harbor and entrance 
channel during reconstruction of the boat ramp and dredging.  However, the impacts will 
not result in the loss of waters.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The applicant considered two alternatives: do 
nothing, or completely fill the harbor. The do nothing alternative does not address the 
need to reduce aquatic invasive species habitat at this high-risk site. Completely filling 
the harbor was also considered not feasible, as it fails to provide boaters with a safe 
mooring area and retreat during times of strong easterly winds. 

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION:  The applicant has not proposed compensatory 
mitigation for this project. 

Drawings See attached.
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