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Information for File #2014-02397-DAS

Applicant City of Rochester

Corps Contact David Studenski

Address 1114 South Oak Street, La Crescent, MN 55947

E-Mail david.a.studenski@usace.army.mil

Phone (651) 290-5902

Primary County Olmsted

Section NW ¼ of the NW1/4, Sec. 3

Township T. 106N.

Range R. 14W.

Information Complete On July 31, 2014

Posting Expires On December 29, 2014

Authorization Type LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps 
jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We have made a preliminary 
determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are 
regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Our 
jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could result in modifications to the 
scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts and compensatory mitigation 
requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional determination will be made prior to 
reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the St. Paul District web page at 
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE:  The City of Rochester has proposed the discharge
of dredged and fill material into approximately 950 linear feet of a tributary to Cascade Creek
and into 0.07 acres of wetland adjacent to the tributary in conjunction with the stabilization of the
existing tributary.  The project is identified as the Baihly Woods Channel Restoration project.
The existing tributary is an intermittent channel that has become deeply incised and is subjected 
to severe erosion from surface water runoff.  At the upper end of the channel, an existing 18-
inch storm sewer pipe outlets at the ground surface.  A new pipe would be installed to continue 
the storm sewer pipe approximately 420 feet further down the channel.  The pipe would be 
buried and a grassed swale would be constructed at the ground surface.  The pipe would outlet 
into the channel.   The remaining segment of the channel would be graded to a 3.2% slope.  
The channel bottom would be filled with rock and the edges would receive a surface fabric 
treatment.  A ravine on the east side and one on the west side would also be graded to address 
erosion.  The west ravine would be graded to an average slope of 9.6%.  The bottom of the 
ravine would be filled with rock and the edges would receive a surface fabric treatment.  The 
east ravine would receive a similar treatment.  
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NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT TO LOSS: A
total of 0.07 acres of hardwood swamp wetland would be converted to non-wetland as a result 
of grading activities to stabilize the tributary and the east ravine. The 0.07 acres of wetland 
impact consists of the following: Wetland #1 – 0.01 acres, Wetland #3 – 0.04 acres, and 
Wetland #6 – 0.02 acres. 

Grading would also occur in 950 linear feet of the existing tributary channel.  The existing 
channel is approximately 10 feet wide.  The channel would be reconstructed along a similar 
alignment with a 3-foot to 6-foot bottom width and 4:1 side slopes.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: Alternatives that do not include a discharge of dredged or fill 
material into the channel would not adequately address the severe erosion that is occurring.  
Alternative alignments are not available because of the adjacent slopes and residential 
development. If the erosion is not address it is anticipated the erosion would continue to impact 
the channel and downstream waters and eventually affect hydrology of wetlands adjacent to the 
channel.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION:  As compensation for the 0.07 acres of unavoidable wetland 
loss associated with the project, the permittee would create 0.31 acres of hardwood swamp 
wetland at the Onsite Direct Wetland Replacement Site.  The creation would be accomplished 
by excavating 6 to 8 inches of colluvial soils to create a depressional area with slopes less than 
0.5%.  Four shallow berms would be constructed to retain hydrology.  The area would be 
seeded to a native wet woodland seed mix.

Drawings See attached.
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