
Information for File # 2014-02301-TJH 
 
Applicant:  Canadian Pacific Railroad 
 
Corps Contact:  Tom Hingsberger 
 
Address:  180 E. 5th Street, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1638 
 
E-Mail:  thomas.j.hingsberger@usace.army.mil 
 
Phone:  (651) 290-5367 
 
Primary County:  Grant County 
 
Section:  Sections 2, 3, 11 
 
Township:  127N 
 
Range:  41W 
 
Information Complete On:  August 28, 2014 
 
Posting Expires On: Sept 29, 2014 
 
Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN 
 
This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act. Our jurisdictional review could result in modifications to the scope of 
the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts and compensatory mitigation 
requirements identified above. 
 
Project Includes:  Construction of a 2,500 ft. railroad siding extension in the City of 
Hoffman, Minnesota. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The applicant proposes to discharge fill 
material into portions of two wetland basins for the purpose of constructing a new 2,500 
ft. siding extension to an existing 7,500 ft. siding.  The proposed project would extend the 
existing siding to 10,000 ft. to accommodate market driven demand of freight. The 
project would involve topsoil stripping and removal of unsuitable/organic material to 
suitable subgrade material within proposed grading limits. Embankment material would 
be imported to construct the track bed. Subballast material would then be placed on top of 
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the compacted embankment material to complete the track bed for placement of the 
ballast, rail, and ties for the proposed extension. 
 
NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 
TO LOSS: Fill material would be discharged into Wetland Basins A and B along the 
proposed siding extension at the locations shown on the attached drawings.  The wetland 
types and vegetative communities that would be filled consist of Type 3 shallow marsh 
wetlands.  The project would result in the permanent loss of 0.68 acre of wetlands that are 
part of the tributary system of the Chippewa River. 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: No-build and shorter siding length alternatives were 
eliminated by the applicant as they would not meet the applicant’s project purpose and 
need of increasing capacity and efficiency in transporting freight by rail due to increasing 
demand.  An extension of the siding to the northwest instead of the southwest would 
intersect an additional roadway crossing that would need to be incorporated into the 
siding, inhibiting both train and vehicular operations.  Construction at an alternate site 
would require construction of a new 10,000 ft. siding that would require additional 
construction activity and material.  The proposed 2,500 ft. siding extension utilizes 
established freight transportation facilities and infrastructure located at Hoffman, MN.   
 
IMPACT MINIMIZATION:  The applicant has stated that the amount of fill associated 
with their preferred alternative is the minimum amount required to maintain a stable 
grade. Embankment side slopes are proposed at 2:1 (Horizontal:Vertical).  Additionally, 
the centerline of the siding extension with respect to the existing main track is minimized 
to 15 feet, the minimum safe clearance required for passing freight trains.  
 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: Compensatory mitigation for the permanent loss of 
0.68 acre of wetlands located within the Chippewa River Watershed is required.  The 
applicant has proposed compensation via a wetland credit withdrawal from an approved 
wetland bank at a ratio of no less than 2:1.  
 
Drawings: See attached.  


















