Information for: File # 2014-00989-RQM

Applicant: BNSF Railroad

Corps Contact: Robert Maroney

Address: 10867 East Gull Lake Drive NW Brainerd, Minnesota 56401

E-Mail: robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5766

Primary County: Morrison County, Minnesota

Section, Township, Range: Sections: 1 & 12, T129N, R30W; Sections: 7 & 18,
T129N, R29W.

Information Complete On: 23 December 2014

Posting Expires On: 4 January 2014

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act. Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated water body and/or wetland
impacts and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above. Approved

jurisdictional determinations are posted on the St. Paul District web page at
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE:

Project Description

The BNSF is proposing to construct a second main track and yard track improvements
between BNSF mile post (MP) 105.7 (East of the Broadway Crossing in Little Falls, MN)
to BNSF MP 109.1 (East end of Darling, MN Siding). The second main will be at 15-foot
centers. Yard tracks will be at 15 to 30-foot centers. There are two culverts to be
extended and one culvert to be replaced on the project. The culvert will be extended or
replaced with corrugated metal pipe matching the existing size.



Project Purpose
The purpose of the proposed construction of approximately 3.4 miles of BNSF second
main track and 1.0 miles of yard track from the city of Little Falls to the east end of the
Darling Siding is to eliminate an existing bottleneck and improve the capacity of the
Staples Subdivision. Improvements to the corridor provide the ability to:
* Improve velocity through the corridor to increase efficiency and decrease transit
times for freight and Amtrak Empire Builder service between Chicago, IL and
major Pacific Northwest commercial hubs of Seattle, WA and Portland, OR
* Improve on-time performance and reliability to meet consumer demand for
freight traffic
* Reduce idling locomotives adjacent to the project
* Perform necessary maintenance on infrastructure to maintain a state of good
repair

Project Need

The need for the proposed action is based on limitations of the existing single track rail
infrastructure within the corridor. This corridor is a high traffic area with increased idling
times, and reduced efficiency for the BNSF. The bottleneck between the Little Falls and
Darling Sidings results in average speeds through the corridor that are far lower than

safe design speeds supported by the track geometry. BNSF is constantly looking for ways
to improve velocity on their network and provide a better service to their customers. The
ability to provide on-time delivery of consumer goods by freight rail and passenger
service by Amtrak is dependent on increasing the efficiency of all trains through the
corridor.

Locomotives idle on the existing Little Falls and Darling Sidings while waiting to
proceed through the corridor's single track segment. The number of idling locomotives on
the existing Little Falls and Darling sidings can be reduced by adding the second

main track between the sidings. Freight and passenger service on the existing single track
segment incurs significant disruptions during required maintenance activities. Adding
capacity on the corridor will allow necessary maintenance to be performed on one track
while the other is in service, thereby avoiding complete disruptions to freight and
passenger service on the existing single track segment during maintenance.

WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES SUBJECT TO LOSS:
Aquatic resource types and quantities impacted by this project include 2.65 acres of

wetlands. Wetland community types and quantities impacted by this project are: 0.75
acres of fresh wet meadow (Type 2), 1.9 acres of shallow marsh wetland community

(Type 3).

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

No-Build Alternative



The no-build alternative would consist of leaving the railway as it currently exists along
this corridor. The no-build alternative would not fulfill the overall project purpose. The
no-build alternative will be carried forward for analysis for comparison to the applicant

preferred alternative.

Design/Construction Alternatives
The applicant provided no design or construction alternatives.
Location Alternatives

The applicant provided no alternate location alternatives to the applicant preferred
alternative because the railway exists in this location.

Alternative A (Applicant Preferred)

The applicant preferred alternative is to construct a second main track and yard track
improvements between BNSF mile post (MP) 105.7 (East of the Broadway Crossing in
Little Falls, MN) to BNSF MP 109.1 (East end of Darling, MN Siding). The second main
will be at 15-foot centers. Yard tracks will be at 15 to 30-foot centers. There are two
culverts to be extended and one culvert to be replaced on the project. The culvert will be
extended or replaced with corrugated metal pipe matching the existing size.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: Compensatory wetland mitigation credits for
unavoidable wetland impacts from the project are proposed to be debited from State
account numbers 1511 and 1443. The compensatory mitigations banks are Corps
approved and are located in Bank Service Area 5.

National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106)

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act will be addressed in accordance
with the Programmatic Agreement between the St. Paul District Army Corps of
Engineers and the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office.

Endangered Species Act

The St. Paul District Army Corps of Engineers has made a determination of "No Effect",
completing the consultation requirements defined in Section 7 of the Endangered Species

Act of 1973, as amended.

Drawings See attached.
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