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Information for File #2014-00957-BGO

Applicant: Pipestone County Highway Department – Nick Bergman

Corps Contact: Benjamin Orne

Address: 180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1678

E-Mail: benjamin.g.orne@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5280

Primary County: Pipestone County, Minnesota

Section: 13 - 24

Township: 108N.

Range: 45W.

Information Complete On: October 3, 2014

Posting Expires On: October 14, 2014

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified below.

Project Description

The Pipestone County Highway Department proposes to discharge dredged or fill 
material into a total of 1.63 acres of wetlands and below the plane of the ordinary high 
water mark into 0.21 acre of East Branch Flandreau Creek and 0.21 acre of an unnamed 
tributary to North Branch Pipestone Creek.  The work will be conducted in association 
with the reconstruction of an approximately 6.15-mile segment of County State Aid 
Highway (CSAH) 10 from Trunk Highway 75 to CSAH 16 (SAP 059-610-027). The 
current facility has several infrastructure (poor pavement) and geometric deficiencies 
(narrow shoulders and steep inslopes) that are causing safety and operational problems.
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To meet current design and safety standards, the proposed project would widen the 
existing road to provide 6-foot-wide shoulders and 4:1 inslopes.

As a result of the road widening, approximately 1,100 linear feet of East Branch 
Flandreau Creek and 800 linear feet of the unnamed tributary to North Branch Pipestone 
Creek would be realigned.  

Federally-listed Threatened and Endangered Species

According to the USFWS Midwest Region website, which was checked on September 
29, 2014, the Northern long-eared bat (proposed as endangered), Topeka shiner 
(endangered), Dakota skipper (proposed as threatened), Poweshiek skipperling (proposed 
as endangered), and Western prairie fringed orchid (threatened) are found in Pipestone 
County, Minnesota.

East Branch Flandreau Creek is designated as critical habitat for Topeka shiners.

Historic Properties

The latest version of the National Register of Historic Places has been consulted and no 
listed properties (known to be eligible for inclusion, or included in the register) are 
located in the project area.

State Listed Impaired (Section 303(d)) Waters

According to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Impaired Waters Viewer, which 
was checked on September 29, 2014, there are no state listed impaired water resources 
located within 1-mile of the proposed project.

Mitigation

The applicant proposes to satisfy wetland compensatory mitigation requirements by 
debiting wetland credits from a Corps-approved, Board of Water and Soil Resources
Local Government Roads Wetland Replacement Program mitigation bank.

Drawings See attached.
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