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Information for File # 2014 00850 DWW
Applicant City of Duluth

Corps Contact Daryl W. Wierzbinski

Address 600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 211
Duluth, Minnesota 55802

E Mail daryl.w.wierzbinski@usace.army.mil

Phone 218 720 5291 extension 35401

Primary County St. Louis County

Section 12, 13

Township 49N

Range 15W

Information Complete On April 8, 2015

Posting Expires On April 20, 2015

Authorization Type LOP 05 MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps
jurisdiction under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter
07 01. We have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be
impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act. Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts and
compensatory mitigation requirements identified above. An approved jurisdictional
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the St.
Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

PROJECT: The City of Duluth has applied for a Department of the Army permit to work in
wetlands and waters for the purpose of constructing Phase 4 of the Cross City Trail. The trail
would consist of approximately 1.1 mile alignment on an existing railroad grade beginning at
the intersection of 63rd Avenue West and Greene Street, and continuing west on the former
Duluth, Winnipeg, and Pacific (DWP) Railway line and terminating at Waseca Street at the Lake
Superior Zoo. The proposed alignment would include the construction of bridges across Keene
Creek and a tributary of Keene Creek.
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NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT TO LOSS: The project
would result in the permanent discharge of dredged and fill materials in 0.22 acre of wetlands
for the purpose of constructing Phase 4 of the Cross City Trail. The wetlands are adjacent to
Keene Creek and unnamed tributary to Keene Creek, both designated trout streams, which flow
into Lake Superior, a navigable water of the United States. The wetlands proposed to be
permanently impacted in the project corridor consist of the following vegetative types: 0.02
acre fresh wet meadow (Type 2) and 0.20 acre of shrub carr/alder thicket (Type 6) wetlands.

The proposed temporary wetland impacts of .03 acre of shrub carr within the construction
limits of the project corridor would be restored to pre project conditions.

The project would include the discharge of 181 cubic yards of riprap in Keene Creek within
approximately 40 linear feet.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:
No Action: No trail improvements and the gap in the existing paved trail system would persist;
and

Alternative 1: this trail alignment would have resulted in connecting segments adjacent to
active BNSF railway tracks and on an on street pathway.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: Compensatory mitigation for discharges into waters/wetlands
would not be required; proposed wetland impacts are not within a shoreland protection zone
and the overall proposed permanent discharge in wetlands is less than 10,000 square feet
within an 80% counties. The placement of riprap within Keene Creek would facilitate the bridge
construction activity and stabilize the banks.

Drawings See attached.
















