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Information for File #2013-04869-RMM

Applicant: Northern States Power Company-Minnesota, an Xcel Energy Company

Corps Contact: Ryan Malterud

Address: 180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700, St. Paul, MN 55101

E-Mail: Ryan.M.Malterud@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5286

Primary County: Dakota

Section: 13, 23, and 24

Township: 27 North

Range: 24 West

Information Complete On: October 29, 2014

Posting Expires On: November 9, 2014

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  Any approved jurisdictional 
determination made prior to reaching a permit decision will be posted on the St. Paul 
District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.
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Project Purpose (as stated by the applicant): Northern States Power company-
Minnesota (NSPM) has operated the Black Dog Electrical Generating Plant (Plant) since 
1952.  The plant property occupies 1,422 acres near the Minnesota River in the City of 
Burnsville.  The facility currently operates a natural gas-fired turbine-generator combined 
with a heat recovery steam generator and two coal-fired boilers that can also burn natural 
gas to produce electricity.  NSPM will discontinue coal burning operations at the Plant in 
April 2015.  Upon cessation of coal-fired operations, decommissioning of the outdoor
coal structures in the yard area east of the plant (Yard Area) and closure of the coal yard 
subarea and ash settling ponds will be conducted.

Project Description: NSPM has enrolled the area of the coal yard subarea, ash settling 
ponds and the adjacent areas into the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) 
Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup (VIC) program (VP26870).  The closure and 
remediation work in this area is being implemented under a Response Action Plan (RAP) 
approved by MPCA VIC (April 29, 2014).

The proposed project includes the implementation of a RAP that was prepared for and 
accepted by MPCA for decommissioning and cleanup of the cola-related (outdoor) 
facilities at the Plant, as well as several related activities, as described below.

Response Actions that entail Work in Aquatic Resources:
Prevention of the direct contact pathway to legacy coal and legacy coal 
combustion residuals (CCR) in the North Margin Subarea.  This work affects 
Wetland 2 in the North Margin subarea and Wetland 3 in Area 1 of the coal yard 
subarea.
Reduction of the direct contact pathway to legacy coal and legacy CCR in the 
South Margin subarea by placing a riprap cover system.  The work affects the 
north shore of the Black Dog Lake Cedar Basin and the adjacent Wetland 1.
Removal and off-site disposal of fly ash from the former cooling water discharge 
channel in the North Margin subarea.  The work affects Wetland 2 and the 
adjacent Minnesota River bank.
Stabilization of the Minnesota River bank along the North Margin subarea with 
riprap and a sheet piling wall.  The work affects the Minnesota River. 
Associated work in waters that are part of this application:

o Removal and/or sealing of ash settling pond system discharge 
structures/pipes along the Black Dog Lake Cedar Basin/Wetland 1.

Name, Area and Types of Waters (Including Wetlands) Subject to Loss: Please see 
the attached figure labeled MVP-2013-04869-RMM Page 1 of 14.

Compensatory Mitigation:  The applicant has proposed to mitigate for unavoidable 
wetland impacts by utilizing existing Xcel credits and the purchase of wetland bank 
credits within Bank Service Area 9 at a 2:1 ratio.
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Drawings: Please see attached figures labeled MVP-2013-04869-RMM Page 1 of 14 
through Page 14 of 14.
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Table 2 Regulatory Agencies and Affected Water Resources under Their Review 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:  Wetland, Minnesota River, and Black Dog Lake Impact Details 

Impact Site Wetland 
No. 

Location within the Site Area 
within 
Project 
(acre) 

Area of 
Wetland 
Impact 
(acre) 

Area of Wetland 
Treated as Part 
of Minnesota 
River or Black 
Dog Lake (as 

already 
accounted for in 

those rows)  
Permanent North Margin 6 Service Road at Cedar Outlet 0.59 0.00 0.00 

5 Between Black Dog Road and 
MN River 

0.06 0.00 0.00 

4 Leased Area 0.02 0.00 0.00 
3 Area 1 Ditch 0.31 0.31 0.00 
2 Former Cooling Water 

Discharge Channel 
0.47 0.47 0.05 

South Margin 1 Black Dog Lake Fringe 4.93 0.58 0.38 
Subtotal 1.36 0.43 

Total Permanent Impact Area: 1.36 – 0.43 = 0.93 ac 
Temporary2 South Margin 1 Construction Access Road (15’ wide) 0.95  

Total Temporary Impact Area 0.95  
Impact Site Location within the Site OHW 

(ft MSL) 
Area of 
Water 
Impact 
(acre) 

 

Permanent North Margin Minnesota River:  Coal Dock  699 NA1  
Minnesota River:  Bank at Former Cooling 
Water Discharge Channel 

699 0.42  

South Margin Black Dog Lake 697 0.42  
Total Permanent Impact Area 0.84  

1Coal Dock and nearby dolphins will be removed to mud line with area to be restored with more naturally sloped 
and protected river bank. 
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