Information for: File # 2013-04711-RQM

Applicant: Todd County Highway Department

Corps Contact: Robert Maroney

Address: 10867 East Gull Lake Drive NW Brainerd, Minnesota 56401
E-Mail: robert.g.maroney@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5766

Primary County: Todd County, Minnesota

Section, Township, Range: Sections 1, 12, 13, Township 133 North, Range 35 West
and Sections 6, 7, 18, Township 133 North, Range 34 West
Information Complete On: 22 January 2014

Posting Expires On: 1 February 2014

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act. Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated water body and/or wetland
impacts and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above. Approved
jurisdictional determinations are posted on the St. Paul District web page at
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

Project:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: This County State Aid Highway (CSAH)
23 Project is 3 miles in length and is located north of the City of Bertha between State
Trunk Highway 210 and the north Todd Line Road (at the Todd/Wadena County Border).
The existing CSAH 23 roadway has poor pavement smoothness (poor ride quality)
throughout the project length including one segment with a failed pavement area that will
require reconstruction to repair. The existing narrow shoulders do not meet the minimum
width requirements for State Aid reconstruction projects. Additionally, there are four
centerline culvert pipe crossings that are deficient and require replacement.



The proposed improvements for this project include shoulder widening the existing
roadbed by 4 feet on both sides of the highway; replacing four centerline/crossing culvert
pipes; extending two centerline/crossing culvert pipes; replacing all of the existing
driveway approach culverts; reclaiming bituminous pavement areas for culvert pipe
replacements and subsoil correction at one location; overlaying and widening the existing
bituminous pavement surface; and aggregate surfacing the newly widened shoulders.

This is the final segment of shoulder widening work on the Todd County side of this
inter-county route that connects the City of Bertha (Todd County) with the City of
Verndale (Wadena County). The CSAH 23 corridor also serves as a connecting route
between State Trunk Highway 210 from the south and U.S. Highway 10 at Verndale to
the north. These improvements will help to maintain an important inter-county highway
that provides a viable alternative to U.S. Highway 71 for commerce and travel.

WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES SUBJECT TO LOSS: Aquatic resource types
and quantities impacted by this project include 1.51 acres of wetlands. Wetland
community types and quantities impacted by this project are: 0.59 acres of seasonally
flooded basin (Type 1), 0.45 acres of shallow marsh wetland community (Type 3), 0.21
acres of shrub carr wetland community (Type 6), and 0.26 acres of hardwood swamp
wetland community (Type 7).

The wetland impacts identified through the 3-mile project alignment will be minimized
by maintaining the existing highway alignment versus the alternative to construct a new
highway alignment. The proposed inslopes will be constructed at a 4:1 slope per State
Aid standards through the clear zone, however, where feasible adjacent to wetland areas
the inslopes may be broke to a steeper slope outside the clear zone to minimize impacts.
Additionally, a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and Erosion Control Plan
will be developed in accordance with MPCA requirements and will utilize Best
Management Practices to minimize impacts during construction.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The road design for this project was developed to
minimize as much as possible the impacts to the adjacent properties and wetland by
staying within the footprint of the existing road where feasible. Due to standard design
criteria some impacts to the adjacent properties and wetland are unavoidable.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: Compensatory wetland mitigation credits for

unavoidable wetland impacts from the project are proposed to be debited through the
BWSR Road Replacement Program.

Drawings See attached.
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Soil Map—Todd County, Minnesota, and Wadena County, Minnesota
(CSAH 23 Soil Map for SAP 077-623-009)
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