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Information for File # 2013-04377-MMJ; St. Mary’s Drainage 
Improvement Project 
 
Applicant: City of Plymouth     

Corps Contact: Melissa Jenny   

Address: 180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101    

E-Mail: Melissa.m.jenny@usace.army.mil   

Phone: (651) 290-5363    

Primary County: Hennepin   

Location: Sec. 35, T. 118 N., R. 22 W.      

Information Complete On: 11/15/2013 

Posting Expires On: 11/25/2013  

Authorization Type: MN-LOP-05  

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE:  The project involves excavating an 
approximately 1,700 linear foot meandered channel through the wetland complex near St. 
Mary’s Park, in Plymouth Minnesota. The project would improve surface water flow 
through the basin to provide additional flood protection for the surrounding residences. 
Aerial photography dating back to 1937 indicates that there was a straight ditch 
excavated through the wetland complex that was maintained at various times from the 
1930’s to the 1990’s. The historic ditch has again filled in with sediment and vegetation, 
and needs to be maintained. However, the City has chosen to create a more natural 
meander through the wetland, because it is more appropriate for the resource and it will 
still serve the project purpose of providing for water flow and flood protection.    

 

http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/
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NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 
TO LOSS: The excavated channel would be approximately 1,700 feet long, 25 feet wide 
and would average 3-4 feet deep. Grading and shaping activities associated with the 
excavation would result in the discharge of fill material over approximately 0.98 acre of 
deep marsh type wetland. There would be no changes to storm sewer pipes or outlet 
elevations of the wetland; the project would not adversely affect hydrology of the 
wetland. Also, the most recent channel maintenance work, assumed to be in the late 
1990’s, does not appear to have affected the size of the overall wetland complex.    

 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The City considered the no build option, but 
determined that it was not feasible due to the flooding potential of adjacent residential 
properties. The City also considered annual maintenance of the drainage system in this 
area, including excavating in front of storm sewer outfalls and removal of the dredged 
material from the area. This type of maintenance has occurred in the past, and it has not 
resulted in a significant improvement in flood protection for the area. The maintenance 
alternative is not considered sufficient to meet the needs of the City.  

 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: Any permanent loss of wetlands resulting from this 
project would be compensated for according to the St. Paul District Wetland Mitigation 
Policy.   

 
 

Drawings:  See attached figures labeled as 2013-04377-MMJ, Posting figures 1-7. 
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