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Information for File #2013-04029-ADB 
 
Applicant Scott County Physical Development Department 

Corps Contact Andy Beaudet 

Address  Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District (OP-R) 

180 5th Street E, suite 700, St Paul, MN 55101-1678 

E-Mail  Andrew.D.Beaudet@usace.army.mil 

Phone   (651) 290-5642 

Primary County Scott  

Sections  1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Township  115N 

Range   22W 

Information Complete On  October 3, 2013 

Posting Expires On November 15, 2013 

Authorization Type MN-LOP-05 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  Any approved jurisdictional 
determination made prior to reaching a permit decision will be posted on the St. Paul 
District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   

 
Project Description and Purpose (As stated by the applicant):  The Scott County 
Physical Development Department is proposing to construct 4.3 miles of separated 
bicyclist/pedestrian trail along the north side of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 101, 
from River Road to Memorial Park.  The purpose of this project is to complete a 
pedestrian and bicycle connection between two sections of the Minnesota Valley State 
Trail in the City of Shakopee.  There are currently no bicycle or pedestrian facilities 

http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/
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along this segment of the Minnesota River between the US 169 Bloomington Ferry 
Bridge and downtown Shakopee.  
 
NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 
TO LOSS:  The wetland community impacted consists of 0.75 acre of fresh (wet) 
meadow (Type 2) wetland.   
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:   
 
NO BUILD ALTERNATIVE:  The no-build alternative would not provide separated 
bicycle or pedestrian facilities along this segment of the Minnesota River and CSAH 101.  
Non-motorized users traveling the corridor would continue to use the road shoulder.  The 
Minnesota Valley State Trail would also maintain a gap between the Bloomington Ferry 
Bridge and Memorial Park.  This alternative does not improve safety within the corridor 
and therefore does not address the purpose and need for the project. 
 
TRAIL CONNECTION ALONG MINNESOTA RIVER:  A trail connection along 
the Minnesota River between the Bloomington Ferry Bridge and Memorial Park has been 
studied previously.  Initial studies by the MN Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
explored a State Trail connection adjacent to the Minnesota River to utilize existing 
public lands and improve the recreational experience for trail users.  This alternative was 
not carried forward due to the proximity of identified Native American burial mounds 
and other archaeological sites in and around the Landing and Memorial Park, and 
construction/maintenance issues with locating a trail within the Minnesota River 
floodplain. 
 
SHIFT TRAIL TO THE SOUTH SIDE OF CSAH 101:  This alternative would 
require the trail to cross CSAH 101 in two locations along with constructing a trail within 
100 feet of an active freight rail line.  This alternative would also impact wetlands at the 
Prior Lake Outlet Channel (would require a culvert extension on the south side of the 
roadway) which is a DNR Public Waterway.  Having pedestrians and bicycles crossing 
CSAH 101 twice within a 5 mile stretch increases the pedestrian/bicyclist and car 
interaction, adding two additional conflict points along the trail segment, reducing safety. 
 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION:  The applicant would provide compensatory 
mitigation by purchasing credits from a Corps-approved wetland bank within the same 
Bank Service Area for the wetland impacts associated with the new trail.   

 
Drawings See attached drawings labeled MVP-2013-04029-ADB Page 1 of 4 thru 4 of 4. 
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