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Information for File # 2013-03942-LED

Applicant Minnesota Department of Transportation

Corps Contact Leslie Day

Address 600 Lake Avenue South, Suite 211
Duluth, Minnesota 55802

E-Mail leslie.e.day@usace.army.mil

Phone 651-290-5693

Primary County St. Louis County & Koochiching County

Section Township Range Located along an approximately 65 mile section of 
Trunk Highway (TH) 53. The 8 project areas 
involving work in wetlands beyond the existing 
road footprint are located in Sections 4, 5, 11, 13, 
14, and 24 T. 68N., R. 21W.; Section 19, T. 68N., 
R. 20W.; Sections 30 and 31, T. 65N., R. 19W.; 
Section 13, T. 64N., R. 20W.; Section 31, T. 64N., 
R. 19W.; Section 1, T. 63N., R. 20W.; Sections 19 
and 33, T. 63N., R. 19W.

Information Complete On June 26, 2014

Posting Expires On July 25, 2014

Authorization Type LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

Project
Project Description and Purpose:
The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) is proposing the mill and 
overlay of an approximately 65-mile section of Trunk Highway (TH) 53, to include the 
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addition of two left turn lanes, the addition of two bypass lanes, the extension of two 
existing passing lanes, the construction of one new passing lane, and the replacement of 
four in-kind culverts and one bridge within that corridor.  This is State Project (SP) 3922-
54, SP 6921-21, SP 3608-49, SP 6922-53, and SP 6922-XX.

The project would involve the maintenance of ditches at the intersection of TH 53 and 
CSAH 23. No wetlands currently exist at this location or would be affected by this 
maintenance.

The purpose of the project is to improve transportation infrastructure along this segment 
of TH 53. The need for the project is to improve degraded infrastructure and improve 
motorist safety. The applicant has proposed to remedy this safety issue by replacing the 
degraded bituminous surface and improving safe passing and turning opportunities along 
the highway.

This segment of TH 53 currently consists of an ADT range from 1800 to 3350 along the 
corridor, with two 12-foot driving lanes, 10-foot paved shoulders, 1.5 foot gravel 
shoulders, and 1:6 to 1:8 inslopes through the clear zone.

Project Involves:
The project would result in the loss of some terrestrial habitat (primarily forested habitat) 
for a variety of wildlife, including the Canada lynx, a federally-listed threatened species. 
This species could use the area for hunting, feeding, resting, as a travel corridor, and for 
raising young.

The project is located within the 1854 Ceded Territory as determined by the Treaty of 
1854.

Name, Area and Types of Waters (Including Wetlands) Subject to Loss:
The project would involve the discharge of dredged and fill material in approximately 
1.452 acres of wet meadow and shallow marsh wetlands and will temporarily impact 
0.412 acres of shallow marsh wetlands along this segment of TH 53 in St. Louis and 
Koochiching Counties. All proposed wetland impacts would occur within St. Louis 
County. During the fall of 2013, the Corps field reviewed and approved the delineated 
wetland boundaries.

Compensatory Mitigation:
Compensatory mitigation for the approximately 1.452 acres acres of permanent wetland 
impacts and 0.412 acres of temporary wetland impacts in Bank Service Area (BSA) 2
would be required for the project under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Corps 
approved credits from a MnDOT road bank would be used as compensation for these 
unavoidable impacts to waters of the United States.

Drawings See attached.








































































