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Information for File 2013-03866-MMJ     
Main Stem Bassett Creek Restoration Project  
 
Applicant:  Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB)    

Corps Contact:  Melissa Jenny   

Address:  Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District, Regulatory Branch (Attn: 2013-03866-

MMJ), 180 East Fifth Street, Suite 700, St. Paul, MN  55101-1678   

E-Mail:  Melissa.m.jenny@usace.army.mil   

Phone: 651-290-5363    

Primary County:  Hennepin   

Section, Township, Range: 17 & 20 , T. 29 N., R. 24 W.     

Information Complete On:  October 17, 2013 

Posting Expires On:  October 27, 2011  

Authorization Type:  Section 404 Letter of Permission (LOP-05)  

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 and 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated water body/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   

    
Project:  The proposed Main Stem Bassett Creek Restoration Project would involve bank 
stabilization and native vegetation restoration activities along selected areas of an 
approximately 15,000 linear foot portion of Bassett Creek. The project corridor would 
begin at Golden Valley Road and run south to Irving Avenue, spanning two cities, 
Golden Valley and Minneapolis. A portion of the project is located in Theodore Wirth 
Park.  
 
The proposed project would stabilize approximately 5,400 linear feet of stream bank, at 
nine separate locations. The project would include both soft and hard bank stabilization 
techniques including: slope shaping, bio-logs, live fascines, vegetated reinforced slope 
stabilization (VRSS), root wads, rock vanes, live stakes and riprap. The project would 
also include the installation of fishing piers, and reestablishment of native vegetation at 
all of the work sites.   
 

http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/
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Bassett Creek from Medicine Lake to the Mississippi River is listed as an impaired water 
on the State list for Aquatic Recreation – Fecal Coliforms and for Aquatic Life – Fish 
Bioassessments and Chloride. The proposed project should not increase any of the 
impairments on the main stem of the creek, and it should reduce sedimentation and 
increase the stream’s biological capacity to filter and clean water.   
 
Various alternatives were considered, and the proposed project is a combination of 
measures intended to minimize environmental impacts, increase the aesthetics of the 
project area, and maximize water quality and other environmental benefits. Other 
alternatives would have either reduced the restored area or increased the area of hard 
bank protection (primarily riprap). 
 
The project should avoid or minimize adverse wetland impacts. No wetlands would be 
drained or inundated by the project. However, the banks of the creek would be reshaped 
and altered, and some of this work may regrade small portions of the adjacent wetland.  
The existing creek banks and adjacent areas are dominated by a mix of native and 
nonnative tree and shrub species, including invasive buckthorn.  Some trees and shrubs 
would be removed, and many native species would be planted along the banks, including 
various grasses, wildflowers, trees, and shrubs. Within a few years, the woody vegetation 
should be reestablished.    
 
The shallow, relatively narrow creek (at most points around 10 to 15 feet wide) would not 
be adversely affected, apart from the disturbances during construction, and the area is 
expected to have greater habitat value once the plantings establish. The total area of 
stream bed disturbed during the project would be approximately 0.40 acre.   
 
This bank stabilization project is intended to improve the resource. The project would not 
result in the loss of wetland functions, and the stream banks would be enhanced with the 
planting of native vegetation. Compensatory mitigation would not be required for this 
project.  
 
No threatened or endangered species would be affected by the project. 
 
No tribal trust resources would be affected.  The Corps will review information on known 
cultural resources and/or historic properties within and adjacent to the project area.  The 
Corps will also consider the potential effects of the project on any properties that have yet 
to be identified.  The results of this review and the Corps’ determination of effect will be 
coordinated with the State Historic Preservation Officer independent of this public notice.  
Any adverse effects on historic properties will be resolved prior to the Corps 
authorization, or approval, of the work in connection with this project.   

 
Drawings and Other Information.   See the attached figures labeled as 2013-03866-
MMJ, Posting figures 1-3. Also see the public notice for Corps of Engineers file 2009-
01655-JJY, for the Bassett Creek Resource Management Plan (RMP), which was issued 
September 3, 2009.  The Main Stem Bassett Creek Restoration Project is one of the 
projects identified in the RMP and that notice.  
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