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Information for File # 2013-02629-MMJ; CSAH 101 Bridge 
Replacement Project over Rush Creek 
 
Applicant: Hennepin County     

Corps Contact: Melissa Jenny   

Address: 180 Fifth Street East, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota, 55101-1678   

E-Mail: Melissa.m.jenny@usace.army.mil    

Phone: (651) 290-5363   

Primary County: Hennepin   

Section: 36    

Township: 120 North   

Range: 23 West   

Information Complete On: December 09, 2013 

Posting Expires On: December 23, 2013  

Authorization Type: LOP-MN-05  

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  
 
Project:  
 
This bridge replacement project would result in the discharge of fill material over a 
portion of designated FEMA 100-year floodplain (Zone A), on the North Fork of Rush 
Creek. However, at the direction of Elm Creek Watershed Management Commission 
(ECWMC) the project would also include the construction on-site flood mitigation area 
to compensate for the loss of floodplain storage.  
 
PROJECT PURPOSE AND DESCRIPTION: The applicant is proposing to replace an 
existing structurally deficient bridge spanning Rush Creek with a new cast in place slab 
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span bridge. The new bridge is needed to satisfy current safety standards, and to better 
accommodate current vehicle traffic counts. The project would include the following 
activities: Traffic detour, erosion control, existing bridge removal and disposal, pile 
installation, abutment and superstructure construction, muck excavation and soil 
correction (+/- 15 foot depth), approach roadway construction, adjacent ditch grading, 
wetland and floodplain mitigation, bituminous surfacing, turf establishment, guardrail 
installation, and permanent signing and striping.  

 
NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 
TO LOSS: The project would result in the permanent discharge of fill material over 
20,302 square feet of wet meadow and shallow marsh type wetland. Ditch construction 
associated with the project would result in the excavation of approximately 6,820 square 
feet of wet meadow and shallow marsh type wetland, converting the area to a deep marsh 
and shallow open water type wetland. The floodplain mitigation associated with the 
project would also result in the excavation of approximately 35,719 square feet of wet 
meadow wetland, converting the mitigation area to a shallow and deep marsh type 
wetland.  

 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The no-build alternative was considered but it does 
not meet the project purpose and need through failure to address the deficiencies of the 
existing structure. Other alternatives investigated included: a beam structure, a box 
culvert, and a three sided arch. These alternatives were dismissed because they would 
require the vertical profile be raised substantially beyond that of the preferred slab span 
alternative, and would result in greater wetland and floodplain impacts.   

 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: The applicant has proposed to compensate for the 
20,302 square feet of wetland loss (due to permanent fill) associated with this project at a 
2:1 ratio via the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) Local Road Replacement 
Program (BWSR road bank).  This project has been accepted by BWSR as eligible for the 
Local Road Replacement Program. 
 
Drawings: See attached. 
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