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Information for File #2013-01950-WAB

Applicant U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service

Corps Contact Bill Baer

Address 4111 Technology Drive, Suite 295, Bemidji MN 56601

E-Mail William.a.baer@usace.army.mil

Phone 651-290-5338

Primary County Itasca

Sec/Township/Range S2, T146N, R26W

Information Complete On June 10, 2014

Posting Expires On July 20, 2014

Authorization Type LOP-10-R

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

Project Purpose: The purpose of the project is to remove an impoundment structure in 
an effort to restore natural hydrology to a stream and wetland system within the 
Chippewa National Forest.

Project Description:  The applicant proposes to remove an impoundment structure built 
across a natural stream and wetland system.  The dam was constructed to create a 
waterfowl impoundment known as the Egg Lake Impoundment.  The dam currently re-
directs impounded water through an excavated overflow ditch.  The inoperable dam 
operating structure will also be removed. A stream channel will be reconstructed where 
previously covered by the dam fill. The removed dam fill material would be used to plug 
the overflow/bypass ditch to a level one-half to two-thirds of the way up to the existing 
white cedar tree line; fill or partially fill the dam emergency spillway; and, placed as 
cover on the existing access roads. Plugging the man-made ditch and emergency 
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spillway would fill 0.46 acres of manmade aquatic resources. The channel downstream 
of the existing dam structure crosses Forest Road 2156.  The culvert in Forest Road 2156 
will be replaced to accommodate restored stream flows and aquatic organism passage.

Name, Area and Types of waters (including wetlands) subject to loss:  The project 
would result in a total of 0.46 acres of permanent fill placed in the manmade excavated 
overflow diversion ditch and emergency spillway. Installation of the 72” diameter x 42’ 
long culvert will temporarily disturb the stream bed, but not result in a loss of waters.

Alternatives considered: The applicant considered a “do-nothing” alternative, which 
would not restore the floodplain wetland and stream.

Compensatory mitigation: The applicant has not proposed to compensate for the 0.46
acres of permanent impacts. However, the project would result in the restoration of 
approximately 49 acres of floodplain wetlands and restore flow to approximately 3.5 
miles of stream channel.

Drawings See attached.
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