Information for File # 2013-01725-TJH

Applicant:  Afton Land Limited Partnership
Belwin Conservancy, Ms. Nancy Kafka

Corps Contact: Tom Hingsberger
Address: 180 E. 5" Street, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1638

E-Mail: thomas.j.hingsberger@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5367

Primary County: Washington County
Section: Sec. 15

Township: 28N

Range: 20W

Information Complete On: April 30, 2014
Posting Expires On: July 28, 2014
Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01. We
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources proposed to be
impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Our jurisdictional review could result in modifications
to the scope of the project’ s regul ated waterbody/wetland impacts and compensatory
mitigation requirements identified above. An approved jurisdictional determination will
be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the St. Paul District
web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

Project Includes: Upland bank shaping, wetland enhancement, and channel restoration
in Valley Creek as part of the Phase 2 Valley Creek Trout Habitat Restoration project
(MnDNR Permit No. 2014-2024).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The purpose of the project is to improve
habitat and in-stream cover for trout and to stabilize the banks along Valley Creek east of
Stagecoach Trail South in Afton, Minnesota. The project includes upland bank shaping,
construction of vane structures, and the placement of random boulders, skyhooks, and




rootwads along 3,800 feet of Valley Creek, in the channel between Edward Norton Pond
and the outfall to Valley Creek, and in the mill run channel between Rainbow Pond and
Spreeman Pond. Accumulated sediment in Spreeman Pond would be excavated to its
original depth and discharged into approximately 0.35 acre of Rainbow Pond to create
shallower water depths and seasonal pools adjacent to Valley Creek.

NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT
TO LOSS: Fill material would be discharged into approximately 0.35-acre of Spreeman
pond, a shallow open-water Type 5 wetland to create a seasonally-flooded Type 1 basin.
Stream enhancements are proposed for approximately 3,800 linear feet of Valley Creek.
The project would result no loss of waters.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The preferred alternative was developed following
review by the Valley Branch Watershed District and the MNDNR.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: No compensatory mitigation is proposed.

Drawings See attached.
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