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Information for File # 2013-00761-JTF 
 
Applicant   Jay Cooke State Park    

Corps Contact  Josh Fitzpatrick 

Address   1554 Highway 2, Suite 2, Two Harbors, MN 55616  

E-Mail   joshua.t.fitzpatrick@usace.army.mil 

Phone    (651) 290-5694 

Primary County  Carlton County 

Sec/Township/Range: NW ¼, NE ¼, Sec. 7, T. 48N., R. 16 W.    

Information Complete On March 12, 2013 

Posting Expires On  March 21, 2013 

Authorization Type  LOP-05-MN 

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting 
Corps jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We 
have made a preliminary determination that the aquatic resources that would be impacted 
by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination could 
result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated waterbody/wetland impacts 
and compensatory mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional 
determination will be made prior to reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the 
St. Paul District web page at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.   
 
PROJECT PURPOSE & NEED: Jay Cooke State Park’s Carlton Trail had a bridge 
across Otter Creek, a trout bearing stream, receive severe damage during a 500-year 
storm event in June, 2012.  The Carlton Trail is a state hiking and snow shoe trail within 
the park.  Without the bridge there would not be trail connectivity across Otter Creek 
thereby making the trail impassable.   
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project would replace the damaged 10-foot 
by 55-foot steel truss pedestrian bridge with a 6-foot by 72-foot Minnesota Department of 
Transportation steel truss surplus bridge set on concrete abutments.  The bridge would be 
placed on the existing trail alignment.   
 

Riprap would be placed on both banks of the river in a 19.7-foot by 19.7-foot area 
underneath the proposed replacement bridge. Two (2) 6-foot by 11-foot bridge abutments 



 2

would be installed behind the riprap.  Granular fill would be placed around the bridge 
abutments along the existing trail alignment. 
 
Construction access would be from the Munger Trail on the north side the park where it 
connects with the Carlton Trail.  A crane would be used for concrete placement and rip-
rap placement.  The crane would place the bridge onto the new bridge abutments.  No 
temporary impacts to wetlands would occur with construction access.  Construction 
materials would be stored on the trail intersection.  
 
Erosion control devices including silt curtains and filter logs would be installed prior to 
construction activities.  All sloped surfaces would have an erosion control blanket 
installed. 
 
NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT 
TO LOSS: The project would result in 912 square feet of impacts below the ordinary 
high water line of Otter Creek.  There would be no impacts to wetlands from the project.   
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: The no action alternative was dismissed since it 
would not meet the need of the project to reconnect the Carlton Trail across Otter Creek.   
 
A culvert was proposed with earthen material overlain on top across the creek.  This 
alternative would create negative environmental effects to the bed of Otter Creek and was 
dismissed.   
 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: Compensatory mitigation will not be required for 
this project since impacts below the ordinary high water line are minimal.  

 
DRAWINGS: See attached. 
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