
Information for File #2012-02583-LSP

Applicant: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources – Don Schultz

Corps Contact: Lawrence S. Puchalski

Address: 4111 Technology Drive, Suite 295, Bemidji MN, 56601

E-Mail: Lawrence.S.Puchalski@usace.army.mil

Phone: (651) 290-5339

Primary County : Wilkin

Sec/Township/Range: NE ¼, Section 30, T135N, R36W

Information Complete On: April 17, 2014

Posting Expires On: May 16, 2014

Authorization Type: LOP-05-MN

This application is being reviewed in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps jurisdiction 
under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
identified in Regulatory Guidance Letter 07-01.  We have made a preliminary determination that the 
aquatic resources that would be impacted by the proposed project are regulated by the Corps of Engineers 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Our jurisdictional review and final jurisdictional determination
could result in modifications to the scope of the project’s regulated wetland impacts and compensatory 
mitigation requirements identified above.  An approved jurisdictional determination will be made prior to 
reaching a permit decision, and will be posted on the St. Paul District web page at 
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/.

PROJECT PURPOSE & NEED: The applicant is proposing to create a 120 acre moist soil management 
unit on cultivated land adjacent to the 1,838 acre Manston Wildlife Management Area in Wilkin County.
The newly created moist soil unit will be incorporated into the Manston WMA.  According to the DNR 
there is a need for a moist soil unit to encourage waterfowl production and allow recreational opportunities 
in the area.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Water in the impoundment will be controlled by four water control 
structures located in the impoundment.  A pump at the northeast side of the unit will be used to move water 
in and out of the unit. Water levels will be raised in the spring and allowed to slowly decline over the 
summer.  Water levels will be raised again in the fall and allowed to slowly drain.  This management 
program will encourage the growth of a variety of aquatic plant and animal species which attract waterfowl.  
The DNR will occasionally draw down the water in the impoundment and cultivate the area to encourage 
the growth of early successional species and to control undesirable vegetation. The proposed project is 
shown on the attached drawing labeled 2012-02583-LSP Page 1 of 1.

NAME, AREA AND TYPES OF WATERS (INCLUDING WETLANDS) SUBJECT TO LOSS:
Construction of the enclosure and internal ditch system will involve impacts to 2.92 acres of seasonally 
flooded wetlands.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: A no-build alternative was studied. The land is currently under 
cultivation and could continue to be used for crop production.  The no-build alternative would avoid all 



impacts to wetlands, but the property would continue to be used as an agricultural field and the wetlands 
would remain degraded.

The applicant studied several alternative configurations of berms and internal ditches to minimize impacts 
to wetlands.  The applicant selected a configuration which would allow the area to be operated as a 
waterfowl production area while minimizing wetland impacts.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION:  The applicant will provide mitigation for the unavoidable impacts 
to wetlands by restoring approximately 6.10 acres of wetlands directly adjacent to the proposed project.  
The restored wetlands will be part of the wildlife management area and will be protected in perpetuity.

Drawings See attached.
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